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Church Services

Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  Solemn Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament followed by Mass at 12noon  
Fri 12noon, Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day 
or night. The Holy Oil is available for those who 
wish to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
The Clergy, will visit and give communion to 
those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to whom 
matter for the site should be sent via  
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour's Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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My dear friends, 

As Ash Wednesday falls this year on the 
26th February, the liturgical calendar of 
the Church gives us an opportunity to 
reflect upon the significance of the Feast 
of the Presentation of the Lord (commonly 
called ‘Candlemass’).  We will celebrate this 
wonderful feast with a sung Mass with the 
ceremonies of Candlemass on Sunday 2nd 
February. 

On this day, Jesus was presented at the Temple 
in accordance with Jewish Law, but what was the 
significance of doing so?

In the Middle Ages this feast was sometimes 
called Susception Day, from ‘suscepimus’, the 
first word of the entrance antiphon.  Often 
translated as, ‘we receive’, or ‘we accept’, 
‘suscepimus’ has yet another meaning which 
is often overlooked.  ‘Suscipere’ means to take 
up a new born child to acknowledge it as one’s 
own.  In ancient Rome a father acknowledged 
a child as belonging to him by taking the little 
one into his arms in the presence of witnesses; 
so Simeon (as an archetype of humanity) 
represents all of us as he takes Jesus into his 
arms (see Luke 2:28). 

The one thing that almost everyone finds 
irresistible is to hold a baby, even if only for a 
few moments.  Elderly people are transformed 
by it. Boys suddenly become tender and 
girls motherly.  Even little children vie for the 
privilege of holding the newest arrival. As the 
little one is passed from one person to the next, 
faces grow bright with awe and delight.  A little 
child has the power to light up a room. Jesus 
has the power to light up the world: ‘A light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel’ (Luke 2:32).  

Simeon, the image of all that in us has grown 
old with waiting, carries Jesus in his arms, but 
Jesus, by the light that shines on his face, guides 
the old man’s steps.  If we would be guided by 
Jesus, we must first receive the Mercy of God 
that comes to us in the outstretched arms of a 
little child seeking to be held.  Christ is placed in 
our arms that we might gaze upon the human 

face of Divine Mercy and, in the light of that 
face, be transformed.

Standing with their eyes fixed on the face of 
the Infant Christ, our Blessed Lady, St. Joseph, 
Simeon, and Anna are exemplars for our 
Christian lives.

Our Lady is completely silent; even when 
addressed by Simeon, she remains silent.  Her 
silence is an intensity of listening.  She is silent 
so as to take in Simeon’s song of praise, silent so 
as to capture his mysterious prophecy and hold 
it in her heart.  St. Joseph shares her silence and 
listens with her. It is for him a way of loving, a 
way of trusting, and a way of pushing back the 
frontiers of hope. 

Simeon represents the old priesthood 
disappearing into the light of Christ, our 
“merciful and faithful high priest before God” 
(Hebrews 2:17). Simeon is the old priest pointing 
to the new.  He speaks; he sings his praise; 
he utters prophecy.  Finally, there is Anna the 
prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 
whose name means ‘Face of God’. Anna has 
made the temple her home;  abiding there day 
and night she emerges from the recesses of the 
temple only to give thanks to God and speak of 
the Child.  Drawn into the light of the Face of 
Christ she cannot but praise and immediately 
publish the good news ‘to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem’ (Luke 2:38). 
Anna of the Face of God models the vocation 
of every baptised Christian: to share the Good 
News in word and action, to shine as lights to 
the glory of God the Father (cf. Matthew 5:16).

Mercy in the flesh was passed from the arms 
of Mary and Joseph into those of Simeon and 
into the embrace of holy Anna. This great Feast 
celebrates the exchange of Mercy: Mercy given, 
Mercy embraced, Mercy exchanged.  How will we 
play our part?  How will we continue to channel 
the Lord’s mercy, particularly to those who are 
marginalised, ignored and forgotten, in our acts 
and our words – as individuals and as a church?

With my love and prayers as ever,

Fr. Mark

A reflection on Candlemass
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Eastbourne’s Luxury 
New Care Home

Café with orangery  •  Private dining  •  Concierge service  •  Spa bathroom

01323 306 598
www.barchester.com/MortainPlace

93 Pevensey Bay Road, Eastbourne, BN23 6JF

If you’re considering care options for yourself or a loved one, 
visit our new Marketing Suite at Mortain Place. Meet our friendly 

team and experience for yourself what life will be like in 
our home, before our offi cial opening in October.

• Bespoke residential, dementia and respite care  •  Daily life-enrichment programme

• Choice of nutritious and delicious home-cooked meals

• Interactive multi-sensory environment for residents living with dementia

Marketing Suite Now Open Daily
Visit us between 10am – 4pm

We have a range of free events taking place each month – visit our website for details
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Filling Gaps in the Gospel – Jack Mahoney SJ
What became of all that wine at Cana ? 
Where did the Holy Family get to in Egypt ? 
Who was the mysterious young man who ran 
away from Gethsemane ?  Fr Jack Mahoney 
offers a light-hearted look at attempts to 
increase our knowledge of Jesus and the 
Gospel.

Fr Paul Edwards, an English Jesuit who headed 
the St Beuno’s Spirituality Centre in Wales, once 
wrote a delightful series of essays on characters 
in the Bible for the inside front cover of The 
Month which he later published as People of 
the Book (Templegate, 1987). In this he filled 
out imaginatively and reflectively the often 
meagre details which the Bible had provided 
about these individuals and, in so doing, he 
was satisfying what seems to be a feature of 
devotion which it shares with nature, that it 
cannot abide a vacuum. In aiming to fill out 
the contents of the Bible, he was following a 
tendency to be found in the Church since its 
earliest years, that of what I call filling gaps in 
the Gospel. 

Apocryphal fillings
There is a body of early Christian literature that 
we today term the ‘apocryphal’ books; that is, 
literally, books which are unlikely to be true (the 
best account is The Apocryphal New Testament, 
ed. J. K. Elliott, Oxford: 1993). Of course, at the 
time when they first appeared, these books 
were not yet identified as ‘apocryphal’; rather, 
until they were judged unacceptable they 
jostled for recognition alongside the works that 
were in time recognised by the Church as a 
whole as the authoritative ‘canon’ of the Bible. 

Much of the content of the apocryphal gospels 
was aimed at promoting the theological 
movement known as Gnosticism, which was 
condemned as heretical in the second century. 
It held that secret knowledge (gnosis) about 
God was available to an elite and ascetical 
group of believers, who could have direct 
mystical access to the deity. For example, the 
rediscovery in the 1970s and the publication 
in 2006 of the apocryphal Gospel of Judas, 
which we know to have been attacked in 
its day by orthodox theologians, excited a 
number of people into reassessing orthodox 

Christianity, and envisaging Judas’s role as 
that of betraying Jesus with the latter’s secret 
agreement, contrary to the awareness of the 
other apostles. Again, the apocryphal Gospel of 
Thomas is best known as purporting to provide 
a collection of ‘secret words’ of Jesus addressed 
to the apostle Thomas, which do not occur in 
the four canonical gospels, though there are 
many similarities and echoes. Some of these 
sayings may possibly be authentic – after all, it 
is only from one verse, Acts 20:35, that we know 
of Jesus’s saying that ‘it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’

By contrast, other apocryphal writings were 
more innocently concerned to provide 
information to feed the hunger of pious 
believers who were eager for details 
concerning the life of Jesus, especially relating 
to his childhood about which regrettably 
little information had been provided by the 
Gospels. There is some similarity between this 
approach and the method of prayer known as 
‘contemplation’ taught by Ignatius of Loyola 
in his Spiritual Exercises, in which one puts 
oneself imaginatively into a Gospel scene, 
watching and listening to what is going on and 
taking a prayerful imaginative part oneself in 
the action. Among Jesuit retreat directors there 
is a story (apocryphal, I hope) about a woman 
once involved in this method of mental prayer 
who was persevering in contemplating the 
Last Supper but who was dreadfully distracted 
because she was afraid she had put Jesus in 
a draught!  One of my distractions in prayer 
occurs whenever I think about the Gospel 
feeding of the five thousand, where we are 
told that once everyone’s hunger was satisfied, 
twelve baskets of fragments were collected 
(Mk 6:43). ‘Twelve’ I can understand, with the 
apostles all being involved in gathering up the 
leftovers; but where on earth did they get all 
those baskets?!

However, my major distraction comes from 
the scene in which Jesus is preaching and is 
informed that his mother and brothers and 
sisters have turned up and want to speak with 
him (Mk 3:32). Jesus is reported as typically 
turning the news into a statement that all 
those who obey God’s will are his mother and 
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brothers and sisters (Mk 3:34), but that leaves 
unanswered my persistent question: what 
did his mother and brothers and sisters want 
with him? We are told elsewhere that on one 
occasion his family tried to restrain Jesus when 
they thought he was neglecting himself in his 
enthusiasm (Mk 3:21), but quite possibly they 
had another reason here for coming to have a 
word with him. So what was it? Perhaps it was 
to give him family news? To let him know that 
Joseph his father was ill, or even had died? Or 
did they want to ask Jesus if he was planning to 
attend this wedding coming up in Cana (Jn 2:2)?  
As for the wedding in Cana, that creates another 
gap: whatever became of all that excellent wine 
which Jesus produced towards the end of the 
reception (Jn 2:6-10) – six jars holding twenty or 
thirty gallons each?

The apocryphal writings relating to Jesus’ 
childhood fill in his ‘hidden life’ with various 
tales of his miraculous deeds. The Infancy 
Gospel of Thomas describes how the youngster 
modelled some sparrows out of clay and, when 
he clapped his hands, they flew away. As a 
three-year-old in Egypt he gave life to a dry fish. 
He restored children to life who were killed 
in accidents and perplexed his teachers with 
his superior (divine) intelligence. Out of one 
grain of corn he grew a harvest large enough 
to feed all the poor in the village, and he once 
miraculously extended a beam of wood to save 
Joseph the carpenter embarrassment. 

The legendary Protevangelium of James 
concentrates by contrast in pious detail on the 
birth and youth of Mary who would become the 
virgin mother of Jesus, and on his conception 
and birth in Bethlehem. It informs us, as 
one may expect, that Mary herself was born 
miraculously as a result of prayer, to a childless 
elderly couple whose names are given as Anne 
and Joachim, and that she was consecrated to 
the Temple from an early age to be prepared 
for her divine motherhood. The spirit of the 
apocrypha was captured exquisitely by Titian 
in the sixteenth century, with his painting of 
The Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple, 
showing the self-composed four-year-old 
dressed in her best blue dress entering the 
Temple in Jerusalem, carefully holding up the 
hem of her gown in one hand while confidently 
manoeuvring the steep flight of steps into 
the Temple, and extending her other hand 

in greeting to the High Priest. He is waiting 
up at the entrance with his attendants in all 
his elderly magnificence, prepared to receive 
her into his care – and possibly looking a little 
apprehensive as he wonders what he may have 
let himself in for! It was he who decided later 
that Mary should marry the respected widower 
Joseph who already had a family. This neatly 
answered, for those who were concerned to 
respect Mary’s permanent virginity, the difficulty 
of Jesus being reported several times in the 
Gospels as having brothers and sisters, Joseph’s 
previous family providing Jesus with step-
brothers and sisters.

The Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew aimed also at 
promoting the veneration of Mary. It introduces 
the traditional ox and ass adoring the infant 
Jesus in the manger. Then as the Holy Family 
journeyed to Egypt to avoid the malevolence of 
Herod, wild animals adored Jesus and led the 
way through the desert (an echo of paradise), 
and as the family rested once in the shade of a 
high palm tree, Jesus had it lower its branches 
to provide dates for his mother and produce a 
spring of water from its roots to refresh them 
all. As they eventually arrived at a city in Egypt 
and entered its temple, all the 365 idols there 
prostrated themselves and shattered into 
pieces before the divine child. 

The flight of the Holy Family and its time in 
Egypt, totally lacking in details as they are in 
the canonical gospels (Mt 2:13-15), have always 
had a mild interest for me, and I cherished 
a holy picture I once had from China which 
showed Joseph, Mary and Jesus with oriental 
features and dress travelling through the 
rice paddies in a sampan being poled along 
by Joseph. In Manila, in the Family Institute 
there, I admired an impressive Filipino statue 
of all three riding through the mud, mounted 
somewhat precariously on the back of a large 
water buffalo. And somewhere in a village 
church in England I have come across a 
sculpted grouping of Joseph and Mary seated 
exhausted by the roadside while a young 
bright-eyed Jesus is looking excitedly down 
the road at what lay ahead. On holiday once in 
Alexandria I had evidence in a Coptic Church of 
the understandable Egyptian devotion to the 
Holy Family when I came across a charming 
wall map showing their itinerary through Egypt 
and marking as shrines up and down the Nile 
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all those places where they had stayed in the 
course of their journey! Details of the Holy 
Family’s itinerary in Egypt over some four 
years were later revealed by Mary, in a dream 
naturally, to a Coptic Pope in the fifth century. I 
have always regretted not buying a copy of the 
map.

The Dormition of Mary
One especially popular apocryphal work of 
devotion dating from about the fourth century 
described the ‘dormition’, or falling asleep, 
of Mary, and became a medieval best-seller, 
doing much to popularise the belief in Mary’s 
assumption into heaven. (‘Falling asleep’ in 
the Lord was an early Christian synonym for 
dying, in anticipation of being awakened at the 
resurrection.) According to this affectionate 
account of Mary’s last days on earth, about 
which there is a complete gap in the canonical 
Gospels, she was informed of her impending 
death by an angel – none other, of course, 
than Gabriel – and she journeyed again to 

Bethlehem, summoning John and the other 
surviving apostles to join her there from 
wherever they were engaged in preaching the 
Gospel. They were conveyed from different 
lands by the Holy Spirit, including (interestingly) 
Peter from Rome, John from Ephesus, Paul (!) 
from Tiberias, Thomas from India and James 
from Jerusalem. Other disciples who had died 
were brought back to life by the Spirit, who 
warned them not to think the resurrection was 
occurring but to realise that they were being 
prepared to be with Mary on the day of her 
departure for heaven. Angels and heavenly 
phenomena surrounded the house, many sick 
people were cured in the region, and the whole 
of Bethlehem and its inhabitants marvelled 
as they had done at the birth of Jesus there. 
Mary and the apostles were then transported 
by the Spirit to Jerusalem, where she died. The 
apostles copied the burial of Jesus, laying her 
body in a new tomb in Gethsemane, where it 
stayed for three days before being summoned 
from the tomb by Jesus in glory and being 
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transported by the angels to paradise, after 
which the apostles were returned by the 
Spirit rejoicing to their respective evangelising 
locations.

In some versions of the Dormition of Mary, 
as in a version alleged to come from Joseph 
of Arimathaea, a diverting episode describes 
how Thomas arrived too late to be present 
at Mary’s deathbed and was chided by Peter 
for being absent again, as he had been when 
Jesus had first appeared to the others after his 
resurrection. Thomas apologised and asked 
where her body was, but when the apostles 
indicated Mary’s tomb Thomas declined to 
believe them (again!) and indeed, when the 
apostles opened the tomb they found, to their 
confusion, that the tomb was empty and Mary’s 
body was not there. Then Thomas explained 
how he had been saying Mass in India (and was 
still wearing his priestly vestments) when he 
was transported to the Mount of Olives. While 
rushing over the hill heading for Jerusalem he 
looked up into the sky and actually witnessed 
Mary being assumed into to heaven, in proof 
of which he produced her girdle which she had 
thrown down to him. Game, set and match to 
Thomas! 

The mysterious young man
Finally we can consider the gap surrounding 
the mysterious young man, mentioned only in 
St Mark’s Gospel, who fled from Gethsemane 
when Jesus was being arrested. Who was he? 
What was he doing in the garden? And why 
did he run away? All that we are told is that ‘A 
certain young man was following him, wearing 
nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold 
of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran 
off naked’ (Mk 14:51-2). For lack of any other 
explanation, some commentators, according 
to a second century tradition stemming from 
Papias, suggest that this young man was Mark 
himself who, they suggest, provided here a 
personal reminiscence which only he would 
know about. However, others also could have 
witnessed and remembered the event, and 
Papias comments that Mark had never heard or 
followed Jesus (Migne, Patrologia Graeca 20, 300), 
which scarcely agrees with the proposal that he 
was the young man in Gethsemane. In any case, 
the identification with Mark explains nothing 
about the incident, leaving the mystery still to 
be solved.

I like to think that the young man who ran away 
naked from Gethsemane was in fact the ‘rich 
young man’ whom we met earlier in Mark’s 
Gospel, asking Jesus how he could enter into 
eternal life (Mk 10:17-22). Jesus had advised him 
disconcertingly to sell all his possessions and 
give the money to the poor and then to follow 
Jesus, but ‘when he heard this, he was shocked 
and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions’ (10:22).  I suggest that the rich 
young man’s desire for eternal life kept nagging 
at him, like many a vocation, and eventually he 
decided to accept Jesus’ challenging invitation 
to become one of his followers. He sold up 
everything he possessed and handed over 
the proceeds to the poor, leaving himself with 
only a rather expensive linen shift to wear; and 
he then set out to find Jesus, knowing that he 
and his disciples tended to spend the night in 
the garden of Gethsemane when they were in 
Jerusalem. However, it so happened that on 
that evening Jesus and his disciples were having 
supper in the city and were delayed, so the 
young man found himself alone in Gethsemane, 
and he fell asleep while waiting for the others 
to turn up. When they did arrive, Jesus went 
further into the garden to pray and the apostles 
likewise fell asleep (Mk 14:32, 37).  When Jesus 
had finished praying Judas arrived with his 
cronies and they arrested Jesus (Mk 14:41-6). The 
young man was awakened by the tumult of the 
crowd, and when he saw Jesus being arrested 
he lost his nerve and tried to make a bolt for it. 
However, he was grabbed by the guards and 
‘he left the linen cloth and ran off naked’ (Mk 
14:51-2).  

So he had not after all had the chance to follow 
Jesus. Was that the end of his seeking? Or did he 
manage later to become a disciple of the risen 
Lord? We do not know, of course; or perhaps, 
rather, we cannot know about this or other 
gaps in the Gospel, at least for the present. 
The New Testament writings which we possess 
and acknowledge as canonical, that is, the four 
gospels and a collection of occasional letters, 
have survived by comparison with others which 
may have perished, but we are in no position 
to know what writings may still await our 
discovery.

In considering the apocryphal New Testament 
writings which we possess we can usefully 
distinguish between those which were produced 
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The winners of the 
January draw were:

1st 65 - Roger Ellis

2nd 8 - Martin Tardif

3rd 79 - Tony Sharley

The cost remains £2 per 
month (£24 for the year)  
and prizes remain at £40,  
£20 and £10 respectively.

All profit goes to the Church 
and Church Room.  
To sign up, please see Steve 
Gilbert or call (01323 469078). 

for apologetic and polemical purposes to 
promote a Gnostic version of Christianity, and 
the others born more to satisfy the devout 
curiosity of the faithful by filling in what were 
considered gaps in the story of Jesus’s life as 
told in the Gospel. In the latter case it is possible 
to dismiss their naiveté and credulity, of 
course, but one can also sense more positively 
almost a feeling of the faithful sharing in a sort 
of intimate family gossip. They are perfectly 
comfortable with their religion and with their 
belief and unguarded trust in God.  I am 
reminded of a term used by Ignatius of Loyola, 

that of familiaritas with God, which does not 
so much mean ‘familiarity’ with God, but more 
having a family feeling, or feeling completely ‘at 
home’ with God and the things of God. It is an 
enviable religious sentiment, however it may 
find expression.

Jack Mahoney SJ is Emeritus Professor of Moral 
and Social Theology in the University of London 
and author of The Making of Moral Theology:  
A Study of the Roman Catholic Tradition  
(Oxford, 1987). 

CHAT-STOP
Join us for Free Tea, Coffee, Cake  

and Conversation in the Hall  
Every 2nd Saturday 10.00-11.30am
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‘Each one of you has received a special grace, 
so, like good stewards responsible for all these 
different graces of God, put yourselves at the 
service of others’ 
1 Peter 4.10

Judging from various recent comments, it 
has not escaped the notice of some of you 
that I am regularly away from the parish; 
pleasant as it might be if this were the 
constant holidaying some have suggested, 
in fact I am most often away with my fellow 
diocesan curates at training events.  The 
focus of these, especially at the moment, is 
on vocation: our vocations to serve God, His 
church and His people as deacons and priests.  
These events, courses and study days are to 
supplement our formation in our parishes, all 
with the aim of equipping us to live out these 

vocations.  Naturally, these 
times also afford us 

opportunities 

for informal discussion and a strikingly 
common theme – especially, I have to say, 
amongst churches which aren’t solidly 
in the Evangelical tradition – is a lack 
of understanding, or perhaps rather a 
misunderstanding, amongst the people 
we serve as to what vocation really means.  
Specifically, the heretical idea seems to be 
widespread that ‘vocation’ is something for the 
clergy alone and not something which the laity  
– i.e. the vast majority of the church – have or 
to which they are called. 

Yet nothing could be further from the truth, 
which is that we all – every single baptised 
Christian – have a vocation and calling 
from God. In a sense it is multi-layered; as 
Christians we all have a shared vocation and 
call to follow Jesus Christ, and to seek to be 
conformed to Him.  We also all have a unique 
calling and vocation from God – what St John 
Henry Newman calls the ‘definite service’ for 
which God has created us – but, whether we 
have discovered this exactly yet or not, it is 
part of this wider, shared vocation that we  
all have irrespective of whether we are in  
Holy Orders. 

The way in which we live out this vocation 
is of course summed up in the great 
commandment, on which hangs all the law 
and the prophets (Matt 22.39-40): to love God, 
and to love our neighbour.  The command to 
love God comes first and we love God, and 
show our love of God, through worship of Him 
– worship which is dignified, reverential and 
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beautiful, for He deserves nothing less.   
St Saviour’s has a deservedly good reputation 
for worshipping the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness, and we continue to build on this as 
more people come forward to serve in the 
sanctuary, enhance the music we offer and the 
number of services grow.  But we also show our 
love of God by following His command to love 
our neighbour.  This is not an option, but rather 
a non-negotiable element of being Christian – 
just as worship of God is not an optional extra 
to charitable works.  Both are at the very heart 
of what it means to be a Christian, and to live 
out our calling from God, because in worship, 
we are built up to go out and serve the people 
of God.

This engagement with, and service of, God’s 
whole people – our neighbours and local 
community – is perhaps an area where  
St Saviour’s has had less of a glittering 
reputation.  Yet in the short time I have been 
here, it has been marvellous to see huge growth 
in this vital element of Christian life and living.  
It is, however, not free: this kind of outreach 
and engagement costs money.  We all know 
that as a church we are in difficult financial 
straits as our regular giving falls significantly 
short of our necessary outgoings, and we 
can’t underestimate the magnitude of this 
problem.  But we also cannot withhold money 
from mission and outreach, from feeding 
the poor and the marginalised, because we 
haven’t enough to cover the heating bills or 
renovating the roof.  Such an attitude would 
be unconscionable and unchristian.  Indeed, if 
giving away free food and drink to the sick and 
providing company and companionship to the 
lonely is something you find problematic, then 
it might be time to take a moment to reassess 
your priorities, return to the bible and spend 
some more time in prayer.  The solution to a 

scarcity of resources is, and can only ever be, to 
increase our giving, not to cut back on helping 
others. 

This is not to say that we should neglect 
maintenance of the church building – it is God’s 
holy house, an important physical presence in 
our community and the base of our work, to 
say nothing of being the site where we offer 
our sacrifices of prayer and praise to God.  
Rather, that we must always ensure we strive 
to give at least equal importance to our mission 
and outreach as we do to beautifying and 
maintaining our worship and buildings.  This 
holds true for time, as it does for money.  Not 
everyone can give both, though most can give 
either; remember, our time and our money 
should always be given sacrificially – not just the 
leftovers once we have done everything else 
we want to do.  Living and giving sacrificially 
in this way is how we can live out the shared 
vocation we have as Christians to serve and 
love God and His people.  God is doing great 
things in our church family at the moment, with 
ChatStop, the Wellbeing Café and Lunch for 
One our main focus at the moment – along with 
the foodbank and hygiene bank. What we are 
all called to do, the vocation that we all have, 
is to support these efforts as much as we can, 
with time, money and prayer.  Many of you do 
a great deal to help with these and with other 
aspects of the church’s life and ministry, but 
many could do a great deal more.  I would urge 
you all to consider if you might be able to give a 
little extra support to one of these ministries in 
order that they might flourish; if you think you 
can, with time or money, please speak to me or 
Fr Mark, and please all continue to pray for their 
success and for those whom they serve. 

With my love and prayers, 
Fr Thomas
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1 In the Bible, what are the first three words of Genesis?

2 In the Bible, Conquest, War, Famine and Death symbolise the Four ‘what’?

3 According to the Bible, Ham was the second son of who?

4 Which ‘stone’ was removed from London’s Westminster Abbey on Christmas day 1950?

5 Which S is a deadly sin, and a tree dwelling animal?

6 Which African country is regarded as the spiritual home of the Rastafari religious 
movement?

7 Which F is to be moving at high speed, and to abstain from food or drink as a religious 
observance?

8 Who was the Archbishop of Canterbury between 1980 and 1991?

9 John Sentamu was given which English title in May 2005?

10 Which Biblical figure destroyed the Temple of the Philistines?

11  In the Bible, what are the names of the two cities destroyed by God for their sins?

12 According to the bible, what was the name of the murderer who was released by 
Pontius Pilate in preference to Jesus?

13 Who was the first person to commit murder in the Bible?

14 Which London palace is the official residence of the Archbishop of Canterbury?

15 According to the Bible, how many children did Adam and Eve have together?

16 Not including Sundays, how many days are there in Lent?

17 In Roman mythology, what was the name of the brother slain by Romulus?

18 According to the Bible, what was the first bird to be sent out of the Ark by Noah?

19 Which luggage company is named after a Biblical strongman?

20 What is the first bird mentioned in the Bible?

QUICK QUIZ
In the begining, Horsemen of the Apocalypse, Noah, Ham, Stone of Scone, Sloth, Etheopia, Fast, Robert 
Runcie, Archbishop of York, Samson, Sodom and Gommorah, Barabbas, Cain, Lambeth Palace, Three, 
40, Remus, Raven, Samsonite, Raven

Answers
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Lunch for OneLunch for One
Saturday 15th February  

12noon - 2pm  

You are invited to join us for lunch in  
St Saviour’s Church Hall…

If you’d like to know more, or would like to help, 
please speak to Yvonne Dyer.
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We will be running the Pilgrim ‘Beatitudes’ 
course as our Lent course from 4th March  
for six weeks in the hall from 2pm-4pm.

There is a course booklet – cost £5.
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We were delighted to welcome Bishop Peter 
Wheatley - sometime Bishop of Edmonton and 
currently Priest-in-charge of Christ Church, 
St Leonards,  to St Saviour’s on the 26th 
January for a special service of baptism and 
confirmation. 

Ross Piper from our own congregation 
was baptised into the body of Christ, and 
subsequently confirmed in his faith along with 

Brandon Heather, who worships at St Michael 
and All Angels.

It was a wonderful to see so many people 
come to support Ross and Brandon; each 
candidate was presented with a bible to mark 
this important milestone, and afterwards 
we celebrated together in true St Saviour’s 
style with plenty of cake and wine. Many 
congratulations to Brandon and Ross! 

One Baptism...  
  ...and two Confirmations!
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Ross and Brendon cutting 
the cake with Bishop Peter

A perfect rose, in the 
garden at entrance to  
St Saviour’s – in January!!

Truly 
amazing
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Upfields Complete Bathrooms Ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E	 upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 

Can  
you  

help?
We need Volunteers  
for a Tea and Coffee 

rota for  
Sunday Mornings.

If you can help,  
please speak to  

Gill Goff.

If you are interested in join-
ing our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham
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Notes from the PCC meeting 
held on 22 January 2020
Yvonne	Dyer	reported	that	all	who	were	required	to	undertake	Safeguarding	Training	have	
done	so.	She	is	now	preparing	a	list	of	those	who	require	a	DBS	check.

The	churchwardens	reported	that	the	work	on	the	various	parts	of	the	roof	to	replace	the	lead	
with	a	non-lead	substitute,	was	nearing	completion	and	some	of	the	scaffolding	should	be	
taken	down	soon.	The	vestry	soil	pipe	has	been	repaired	and	the	wooden	frame	of	the	Sanctus	
Bell	is	in	the	process	of	being	repaired.	When	this	has	been	completed,	the	bell	will	be	rehung	
and	we	shall	be	able	to	call	people	to	Mass	again.

The	churchwardens	also	proposed	a	vote	of	thanks	for	those	who	decorated	the	church	at	
Christmas,	especially	the	team	that	put	up	and	decorated	the	large	tree	and	those	who	had	
the	unenviable	job	of	taking	it	down	and	disposing	of	it,	and	for	the	team	who	built	and	later	
dismantled	the	crib.	Their	efforts	were	greatly	appreciated.	

Just	before	Christmas	improvements	were	made	to	the	lighting	in	church,	with	thanks	to	
Richard	Crook	who	managed	the	project.	The	fluorescent	light	near	the	baptistry	was	replaced	
with	spotlights,	and	one	of	the	‘dustbin’	lights	was	replaced	with	an	LED	spotlight	and	a	mock-
up	of	a	shade,	as	a	trial.	The	lighting	for	the	choir	was	also	improved.

Richard	proposed	making	further	improvements	to	the	lighting:	to	increase	the	number	of	
spotlights	on	the	strip	at	the	rear	of	the	organ	casing	to	improve	the	lighting	in	the	baptistry;	
to	replace	a	broken	spotlight	in	the	south	aisle	to	illuminate	the	statue	of	St	Peter;	to	install	
further	spotlights	to	the	organ	casing	to	match	those	over	the	choir	stalls.	This	was	agreed,	if	
the	cost	of	£730	plus	VAT	could	be	covered	by	donations.

The	Finance	Committee	reported	that	it	has	been	accepted	that	we	will	pay	£61,128	towards	
the	Parish	Share	this	year	(a	10%	increase	on	2019).	It	was	agreed	that	there	will	be	another	
push	for	Responsible	Sponsorship,	for	parishioners	to	pledge	to	help	pay	for	heating/lighting/
consumables	etc.	This	will	begin	again	in	February.	

Following	a	report	from	John	Burford	on	the	church	grounds,	the	churchwardens	agreed	to	
seek	quotes	to	trim	back	the	large	trees	in	the	South	Street	car	park.

Heather	Neilson-Bonini	has	had	to	step	away	from	managing	the	hall	bookings	for	a	time	and	
Pauline	Fella	will	take	this	over	until	a	replacement	can	be	found.	Gill	Goff	has	volunteered	to	
manage	invoicing.	Paul	Fella	has	now	resigned	as	Events	Co-ordinator	and	Rosemarie	Emery	
and	Yvonne	Dyer	volunteered	to	take	this	over.	However,	Paul	is	happy	to	continue	to	produce	
the	publicity	material	for	St	Saviour’s	outreach,	events	and	concerts.

Fr	Thomas	gave	an	update	on	the	implementation	of	the	Mission	Action	Plan	and	proposed	a	
programme	of	‘Bring	and	share’	teaching	lunches.	
 

Pauline	Fella
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Among the many glories of Chichester 
Cathedral is its wonderful musical tradition 
which is enjoyed by worshippers and visitors 
alike throughout the Christian year.

Chichester Cathedral Friends are proud 
supporters of this aspect of the life of our 
Cathedral, helping to fund a whole range of 
musical activities.

2019 in particular was a very special year 
for both the Friends and the Cathedral. The 
Friends celebrated their 80th birthday and 
the Cathedral hosted the Southern Cathedrals 
Festival. This festival alternates between 
Salisbury, Winchester and Chichester Cathedrals 
and 2019 was Chichester’s year. The Friends 
were delighted to sponsor this highly successful 
festival of choral concerts which culminated 
in a much acclaimed performance of JS Bach’s 
St John Passion. This special anniversary year 
ended with The Friends sponsoring an inspiring 
performance of The Messiah performed by 
vocal ensemble NMH and conducted by Master 
of Choristers, Charles Harrison.

To mark the hundredth anniversary of the end 
of the First World War in 2018 the Cathedral 
choir produced a CD of appropriate sacred 

music entitled ‘Lest We Forget’ and again the 
Friends were the proud sponsors of this. 

Over its 80 year history the Friends have 
sponsored many aspects of the musical life 
of the Cathedral ranging from concerts and 
special services and the funding of musical 
instruments, new sound systems and cassocks 
and surplices for the choir.

The Friends are also proud to be sponsors 
of a choral scholarship, covering a significant 
portion of the costs of a chorister over a five 
year period.

Chichester Cathedral Friends is a charity formed 
to support the mission and ministry of the 
Cathedral.  The musical life of the Cathedral is 
central to this and the Friends will actively and 
enthusiastically continue to support the choir 
and all the musical activities of our Cathedral.

Membership costs £15 per year and £25 for a 
couple. 

For more information visit:  
https://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/get-
involved/chichester-cathedral-friends  
or email friends@chichestercathedral.org.uk.

The Friends and Music in the Cathedral



21

There’s only one thing I hate more than January 
and that’s February. Cold, dark and wet!  It’s also 
a pretty lean time on the music front.  We’re 
all so punch-drunk after Advent and Christmas 
that we don’t know if we’re coming or going!  
But it’s a good time for reflection on the past 
year and to look forward to the coming months 
and the music for seasons to come.

The best news is that we have a few more 
choristers, which means that we will be able to 
broaden the repertoire a bit.  I have said many 
times before that we have, hitherto, had a very 
loyal and solid core of singers.  But they are few 
in number and it puts pressure on them if they 
want to take a Sunday off for whatever reason.  
It’s quite funny because they come to me very 
sheepishly and ask, ‘is it OK if I don’t come next 
week?  Am I really that scary?  The point is that 
it will take some of that pressure off, which is 
great.  Anyone else wanting to come and sing, 
please come and see me!

Looking towards the season of Lent and 
Passiontide, ‘The Renaissance Singers’ will 
present a concert of meditative music on March 
15th.  This will include works by Victoria, Tallis, 
Maurice Greene and others. It will also have 
some readings and a couple of hymns, so there 
will be a little bit of audience participation as 
well.  Then, on the 8th April, I am hoping to put 

on a ‘scratch’ performance of Stainer’s, ever-
popular, ‘The Crucifixion’.  This will be based on 
rehearsals on the day with a performance at 
7:30 (time to be confirmed).  I shall be inviting 
singers from other groups, many of whom 
come and join us for Christmas.  Please make 
a note of these two dates.  It would be lovely to 
have a full church for both events.

The concert season kicks off on 5th April (Palm 
Sunday) at 2:45 when Irina Lyakhovskaya will 
perform her last in the series of Beethoven 
Piano Sonatas.  If who have yet to hear any 
of these performances I do urge you to come 
along.  Irina is a truly remarkable player and 
she has committed all these works to memory, 
which is an enormous feat.  On top of that her 
playing is absolutely exquisite.  The series will 
then run right the way through the year.  Full 
details will soon be at the back of the church, 
I am just awaiting for a couple of artists to 
finalise dates with me.

So, that’s it for another month.  Christmas is 
now well and truly over (as I think most of you 
know it is actually a season of 40 days, not 12).  
Having said that, I have just spent a weekend 
in Kraków in Poland and all their Christmas 
trees are still up and looking lovely in the town’s 
square.  They will all come down in time for 
Candlemas. 

I know, you didn’t even know I wasn’t there, let 
alone miss me!!

 

Lunchtime and Evening 
Concerts for 2020 
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Hello Darlings
Having finally got shut of the constant rainfall 
we are now being taunted by arctic blasts 
coupled with some glorious sunshine.

Thank goodness for Central Heating.  As a ‘Gal’ 
I had to light the coal fire every afternoon when 
I returned from school.  We were poor and 
Mumsie had to go out to work. It was a miracle 
that I didn’t burn the house down.

I also reminisce about waking to find ice on the 
inside of the window panes and being able to 
see ones breath. Arctic indeed.

The seasons are definitely changing. The trees 
are in bud; the Spring Flowers are coming 
through; daffodils and crocuses are in bud;  
The days are drawing longer and  Easter to look 
forward to.

Fr Mark has returned with batteries on full 
charge following his annual Far Eastern 
adventures. 

Lunch for One was launched on 18th January 
and got off to a flying start. Yvonne Dyer would 
welcome any Offers of help and Chat Stop 
continues as usual and is now well established 
under the wing of Fr Tony.

Young peoples church under the guidance of 
Rachel Yates and Brenda Wright is beginning 
to flourish. Have you noticed that one child 
each week accompanies the offertory gifts 
Procession.

Ross Piper was baptised and confirmed by 
Bishop Peter on 26th January.  Congratulations 
Ross. 

The new Eucharistic Ministers and Readers have 
now settled in to their respective roles.  We 
also have a new intercessor in Josh Rudd.  Very 
enthusiastic. You can certainly hear him… well 
done.

Birthdays galore recently including Michael 
Brennan and Keith Metcalfe.  Fr Thomas led 
the congregation in a hearty rendition of Happy 
Birthday to you.  However, he omitted Fr Mark 
who craftily celebrates his whilst on Holiday.

Lots of sickness about.  Poor Sylvia Dwyer is 
under the weather and is sorely missed at the 
daily Mass.  John the Gardener was also unwell, 
but has now recovered.  Also Isobel Nugent is 
not well either. Oh dear!

I myself was laid low for almost a fortnight and 
not even cough medicine, Lemsip or lashings of 
gin and tots of brandy helped.

I think the work on the Church roof replacing 
the stolen Lead has finally been completed 
except for the Sanctus bell. It’s casing was rotten 
and has had to be rebuilt.  The improvements 
to the interior lighting have made quite a 
difference over the Baptistry and the Choir. All 
paid for by generous sponsors.  More to follow.

Fr Nick and Dominique have taken over the 
Church ‘Shop’ so look out for bargains in the  
St Saviour’s Clearance Sale.  They have lots of 
plans for the area and some really nice products 
in mind to sell.  Do please support them.

Well I’m going to email this and settle down 
with my grumpy pussy.  My kitchen has just 
been refitted and she definitely is NOT amused. 
No seal of approval from her.  Couldn’t get 
her favoured brand of cat food today so that’s 
another black mark to me.  Honestly who’s in 
charge of this house? Cat owners know the 
answer.

Until next Month.  Chin chin.
Kitty.	xx
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Dates for your Diary February 2020
Sat 1 09.00am Mass  Feria 
Sun 2 The Presentation of the Lord (Candlemass)  08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass  
Mon  3 10.30am Mass  S Blaise Bp. M.  
Tues 4 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament   12 noon Mass  Feria  
Wed 5 10.30am Mass  S Agatha V. M.  (CBS Cell)
Thur  6 10.30am Mass  Ss Paul Miki et al. Ms.  
Fri 7 12 noon Mass  Feria  
Sat  8 09.00am Mass  Feria  
Sun  9 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass     
Mon  10 10.30am S Scholastica V.  
Tues  11 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament   12 noon Mass  Our Lady of Lourdes
Wed  12 10.30am Mass  Feria (Guild of All Souls) 
Thur 13 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Fri 14 12 noon Mass  Ss Cyril Ab. and Methodius Bp.  
Sat 15 09.00am Mass  Feria  
Sun 16 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass 
  (N.b. Ministry of Healing offered at this Mass)
Mon  17 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Tues 18 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament   12 noon Mass  Feria  
Wed 19 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Thur 20 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Fri 21 12 noon Mass  Feria  
Sat 22 09.00am Mass  S Peter’s Chair  
Sun 23 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass    10.30am Solemn Mass
Mon  24 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Tues 25 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament    
  12 noon Mass  Feria  (Walsingham Cell)
Wed 26 10.30am Mass and Imposition of Ashes  ASH WEDNESDAY
  7.30pm Mass and Imposition of Ashes  
Thur 27 10.30am Mass  Thursday after Ash Wednesday 
Fri 28 12 noon Mass  Friday after Ash Wednesday
Sat  29 09.00am Mass  Saturday after Ash Wednesday 
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Vicar Fr Mark McAulay SSC 01323 722317 
 The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA  

Curate Fr Thomas Crowley 749630 
 Flat 4 Courland 19 Grange Road Eastbourne BN21 4HA 
 father.thomas@yahoo.com

Hon Associate Clergy Fr Paul Christian SSC 460905  
 Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
 Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796
 Fr Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 
 Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Fr David Weaver SSC 07811 145656 
 Canon Richard Harper SSC 733927 

Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061
Deputy Churchwarden Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283
Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577
Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410
 
Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Vacancy 
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Acting Church Hall Manager Mrs Pauline Fella 656346
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Yvonne Dyer 07702 199844
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Flower Arranging  Mrs Rita Orchard   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean, Mrs Lynette Newman, Mr Ross Piper
Events Coordinators Mrs Rosemary Emery and Mrs Yvonne Dyer 01323 431283 / 07702 199844
Church Cleaning Mr Tony and Mrs Pam Sharley 645682 
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Office Answerphone    729702

 
Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam   525058 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  485399
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 381796
Guild of All Souls  Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283 


