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Church Services
Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  High Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Churchwardens. 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour’s Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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The Parish Magazine is published on the first 
Sunday of the month. 
Production: Paul Fella
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articles should be no longer than 750 words. 
News items or reports should be factual 
and no longer than 250 words. Articles are 
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May I begin by saying how excited I am to accept the call, and Bishop Martin’s invitation, 

to be your new Vicar, and the 10th incumbent of St. Saviour’s.  I am really looking forward 

to discovering, together with you, what God wants to do in and through us all in the months 

and years ahead as we go forward in faith. I first visited St. Saviour’s when I was an 

ordinand at the College of the Resurrection, Mirfield, in 2003 and little did I think that  

15 years later I would be returning as your parish priest.  God does indeed work in 

mysterious ways !
By way of introduction, I grew up (and was educated) in Liverpool and then went to 

University at Lancaster, where I read Law and then was called to the Bar in 1993.  I was 

in independent practice as a barrister in Chambers in London for ten years during which 

for most of the time I was Churchwarden and subdeacon at the parish church of the 

Annunciation, Marble Arch.  I finally responded to God’s call to be a priest (having resisted 

for some years) and was formed for priesthood at Mirfield and read Theology at the 

University of Leeds.  I then served my title at St. Martin’s, Ruislip, remaining in the  

Diocese of London. 
I am currently the Vicar of St. Paul’s Church in New Southgate (also in the Diocese of 

London), a Society parish under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Fulham.  I have really 

enjoyed serving the wonderful Christian community here for nearly 11 years.  Please pray 

for them as they receive the news today that I am leaving them: I will find this personally 

painful and I am sure that they will too.
I very much look forward to meeting you and beginning to get to know you all in the 

Autumn, as we begin a new chapter together in the life of St. Saviour’s.  Please pray for me as I prepare to leave here with all that that means, as I will pray for you.
Yours in our Lord and Saviour,

Fr. Mark McAulay SSC

Our Vicar to be...
For those of you that were not able to attend the  
10.30 Mass on Sunday 24th June, here is the short letter  
from Fr Mark McAulay that was read to the congregation,  
by way of announcing his appointment as our new 
Parish Priest!          
                                                                    Deo gratias!
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The term ‘Anglo-Catholicism’ describes a 
range of theological views and traditions within 
Anglicanism which emphasise the continuity 
of the Church of England - and those churches 
born out of it - with the teaching and practice 
of Christianity throughout the ages, rooted 
in scripture and the teachings of the early 
church. ‘Anglo-Catholics’ have always valued 
the sacramental life of the church, adhering 
strongly to doctrine such as the real presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist and the continuity 
of the apostolic orders of Bishop, Priest and 
Deacon. A significant stress on liturgy and 
worship - performed in order to maintain the 
beauty of holiness - makes worship in an 
Anglo-Catholic church an experience which is 
intended to appeal to one’s whole person - to 
heart as well as head, to senses as well as to 
intellect.

Oxford has a special significance for Anglo-
Catholicism because it was here, in the 1830s, 

that a group of academic churchmen sought 
controversially to denounce the increasing 
secularisation of the Church of England, and to 
recall it to its heritage of apostolic order, and to 
the catholic doctrines of the early church fathers. 
In the early 1830s, at Oriel College in Oxford, a 
growing number of young and extremely able 
Fellows, informally grouped around the slightly 
older John Keble, were increasingly outspoken 
about the needs and shortcomings of the 
contemporary church. Reform was in the air in 
England, the 17th century religious settlement 
was long gone, uniformity of religious practice, if 
it ever existed, had been replaced by the growth 
of Protestant churches which did not ‘conform’ 
with the established Church of England, and the 
continued presence of Roman Catholicism had 
been acknowledged and liberated by the act of 
Catholic Emancipation. Parliamentary attempts 
to reform the Church of Ireland provoked the 
wider questions which men such as John Keble 
and John Henry Newman sought to ask via 

What is Anglo-Catholicism

John Keble
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conversation, preaching and most importantly, a 
series of Tracts for the Times.

These questions concern the doctrinal character 
of the Church of England - from where does 
it learn? What does it teach? What are the 
authorities which govern its preaching and 
its practice? John Henry Newman dated the 
beginning of the Oxford Movement to Keble’s 
Assize Sermon of 14 July 1833, on National 
Apostasy, but it was really the Tracts, launched 
shortly afterwards by Newman, Vicar of the 
University Church of St Mary the Virgin, Richard 
Hurrell Froude, a junior fellow of Oriel, William 
Palmer , and Keble himself, which began “the 
Oxford Movement”. During the following eight 
years, ninety such Tracts were published.

The Tractarians (so-called after their publications) 
were political controversialists. They were sharp, 
usually young men who drew upon a remarkable 
depth of learning and a facility with written 
arguments. One of them, called Edward Bouverie 
Pusey, continued to engage in fiercely intellectual 
theological controversy on behalf of a Catholic 
interpretation of the Church of England, until his 
death in 1882. Newman, on the other hand, felt 
that his only course involved reception into the 
Roman Catholic Church, a move he made in 1845. 
Many ‘Tractarians’ followed him, but despite the 
opposition of voices both Catholic and Protestant, 
the ‘Anglo-Catholic’ presence in the Church of 
England persisted and grew stronger.

Encouraged by Tractarian theology there was 
a great revival of interest in liturgy and church 
architecture, stemming not least from the 
Cambridge Camden Society, which had been 
formed in 1839. Among its leaders was John 
Mason Neale, for whom the society was not 
simply artistic and antiquarian, but very much 
theological. Its journal, the Ecclesiologist, which 
first appeared in 1841, argued for the importance 
of symbol and decoration in the mysteries of 
worship and championed the ideas of a young 
Roman Catholic architect, Augustus Welby 
Northmore Pugin, who saw Gothic as the only 
proper style of Church architecture, reflecting as 
it did the continual religious priorities of striving 
for heaven through prayer, sacrament and the 
Christian virtues.

The progress made by the “Puseyites”, as they 
were often called, continued to go hand in hand 

with controversy. Newman’s conversion was as 
notorious as any of his tracts. With the Gorham 
Judgement (which saw a Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council overturn a bishop’s decision 
not to institute to a parish a priest who held an 
unorthodox doctrine of baptism), many left the 
Church of England, convinced that it was bound by 
an Erastian state, among them Archdeacon Henry, 
later Cardinal, Manning. In the 1850s Archdeacon 
Dennison, of Taunton, was unsuccessfully 
prosecuted for teaching the catholic doctrine of 
the real presence. At the same time there were 
increasing vocations to the religious life. On Trinity 
Sunday 1841, Pusey heard the first profession 
of a nun in the Church of England for three 
centuries, Mother Marian Hughes. Pusey, along 
with Neale and such other great names as Richard 
Meux Benson, Priscilla Lydia Sellon and Thomas 
Thelluson Carter, was a driving force behind this 
revival. The strong doctrinal theology preached by 
the Tractarians had by now found its expression 
in contexts very far removed from the Universities. 
From the very first, the call to holiness - individual 
and corporate - had been at the heart of the 
Tractarians’ teaching.

It was inevitable that their attentions would turn 
to the social and evangelistic problems of the 
industrial working class. Young Oxford men who 
had listened to people such as Pusey found 
themselves called to work in new and demanding 
slum parishes. The ritual innovations of which they 
were accused were often rooted in the desperate 
pastoral needs they encountered. Miss Sellons’s 
Devonport Sisters of Mercy worked with the clergy 
of St Peter’s Plymouth in the cholera epidemics 
of the late 1840s, and petitioned the parish priest, 
Fr George Rundle Prynne, for a celebration of the 
Eucharist each morning to strengthen them for 
their work. So began the first daily celebration 
of the Eucharist in the Church of England since 
the Reformation. Similarly the clergy of St 
Saviour’s, Leeds (a parish Pusey had endowed), 
laid what medicines they had on the altar at each 
morning’s communion, before carrying them out 
to the many dozens of their parishioners who 
would die of cholera that very day. One cannot 
underestimate the extraordinary transformation 
in Anglican practice which began with these early 
‘ritualists’. In the nineteenth century, vestments 
and candles were horrific to most, and yet in 
places such as the mission church of St George’s 
in the East, thuribles were swung, genuflecting 
was encouraged, the sign of the cross was made 
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frequently, devotion to the blessed sacrament was 
taken for granted. Confessions were heard, holy 
anointing was practised.

At the heart of such physical activity lay the 
Tractarian interpretation of the Christian doctrine 
of the incarnation. God, in Christ, lives among us 
as a physical reality. The poor must be brought 
the ministry of Christ in the celebration of the 
sacraments and the preaching of the gospel. 
Beauty and holiness were to go into the midst 
of squalor and depression, as a witness to the 
catholic faith in Jesus Christ, the incarnate God, 
present and active in his world. During such times 
of crisis as the East London cholera epidemic 
of 1866, the sick and dying were to receive this 
sacramental presence as far as was possible. 
Deathbed confessions, the oil of unction, even, 
occasionally, communion from the reserved 
sacrament began to be administered. At the 
time such things were unknown in the Church of 
England. Now they are officially sanctioned and 
encouraged by its liturgical texts and regulations. 
The ritualists gave rise to a long and bitter battle, 
in which priests were imprisoned, many more 
dismissed, parish riots took place, rent-a-mob 
crowds were brought in, and bishops issued edicts 
from palaces to areas into which they would not 

dare set foot. Priests were prosecuted and, in five 
cases, imprisoned for practices which are now not 
just acceptable but actually the norm in the Church 
of England - having lighted altar candles, for 
example, or using wafer bread at the Eucharist.

The overwhelming success of the early Anglo-
Catholics is seen not so much in those parishes 
which, like St Mary Magdalen’s, rejoice in 
proclaiming their part in such a tradition. It is the 
rest of the church which has been the theatre of 
transformation over the last five or six decades. 
The rediscovered emphases on apostolic 
succession and the catholicity of the church, 
on priesthood, on sacrament and sacrifice, on 
prayer, holiness and the beauty of worship, are 
the Tractarians’ gifts to their successors. A glance 
round the contemporary Church of England, still 
vastly divergent but nevertheless teeming with 
colourful decorations, revised liturgies, ancient 
hymns, and thousands of processions, aumbries, 
altars, oratories and retreat houses, reminds us 
just how dramatically the life of the English Church 
was and is renewed by the movement which 
began in Oxford and spread, through the Anglican 
Communion, across the entire world.

www.stmarymagdalenoxford.org.uk
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My search for the best Bacon 
Sandwich in town. 
One of the attractive things about doing a fairly 
long interregnum at Hellingly was that there was 
easy access to the shop/café at Upper Dicker. 
There they serve a very good bacon sandwich and 
after a few weeks I never needed to order. Once 
I walked in, they always got the bacon on and 
cooking.

Since moving into town I have carried out a rather 
half-hearted survey of bacon sandwiches/rolls/
baps on offer in the locality. I had better not list 
the establishments that I have tried but which  
did not really come up to Upper Dicker standard – 
I might get a solicitor’s letter!

However, we are very fond of The Snug at the side 
of Trinity Church, almost opposite the Premier 
Inn in town. We go there for coffee and meeting 
friends. So, on Bank Holiday Monday this time we 
sallied forth for their opening time at 9.00am to 
search for breakfast.

Two coffees and two bacon sandwiches cost only 
a few pence more than at a well-known chain of  
restaurants where some of us have been known to 

have breakfast after Mass on Saturdays. The Snug 
is quieter, has much better décor and service and 
the atmosphere is way better all round. The bacon 
sandwiches – well they are the best!

Try it for coffee or have a light lunch there or even 
try the excellent bacon sandwiches!

It has gone straight to the top of our bacon 
sarnies list and I am, as you can tell, something 
of an expert in these things! It’s one of the 
main things that they emphasised in training at 
theological college. You will already have noticed 
that when food is on offer, the clergy usually try to 
give a strong lead – from the front.

Fr Tony Fiiddian-Green
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Courses at Ellel/Glyndley Manor
God’s Protection for Your Life
29 June - 1 July 2018 (Fri - Sun) 
Have you ever wondered why some people 
appear to have ‘nothing but trouble’ while others 
seem to be more protected? God’s heart is to 
restore His spiritual covering over you - a place 
of protection and provision.

God’s Amazing Grace
29 June - 1 July 2018 (Fri - Sun) 
Do you feel there is always more you could do 
to please God or others? This exciting course 
is for all who want to be free from guilt and 
discover that ‘Life is for living’ through the 
freeing power of grace.

God’s Enemy Exposed: Exploring 
Healing through Deliverance
6 - 7 July 2018 (Fri - Sat)
This course looks at what the Bible explains 
about Satan and the demonic. It brings an 
understanding of spiritual warfare and of possible 
enemy strongholds in a person’s life.

Healing Service
9 July 2018 (Mon) 

Steps to Freedom from Fear
20 - 22 July 2018 (Fri - Sun) 
Fear is one of the most common and crippling 
experiences of life. This ministry course looks 
biblically at the often deep-seated root causes 
of our fears and how God’s healing love can 
bring freedom, release and restoration.

Restoration Week  
- Redeeming Womanhood
27 July - 2 August 2018 (Fri - Thu) 
A special week for women of all ages and 
backgrounds, especially those who are looking 
for understanding and healing in some area.

To contact the centre Bookings Office 
Telephone: 01323 440440
Email: bookings.glyndley@ellel.org

July Programme for CTE

The winners of the May 2018  
100’s Club draw were:
1st 24  Paul Collins
2nd 48  Bell Baker
3rd 36 Mike Brennan
We are now entering our twelfth year. 
The cost remains at £2 per month 
(£24 for the year). Currently 
prizes remain at £40, £20 and £10 
respectively, however if the level  
falls so will the prize money.

 All profit goes to the Church and 
Church Room.  Please see Steve 
Gilbert (01323 469078) for details.  
The Scheme is open to all.

If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham
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More Catholic Trivia
51% is the percentage of beeswax all candles used during the Mass must contain
The Council of Constantinople in 381AD declared the Trinity – equality of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
The feast of Corpus Christi was suppressed during the Reformation
According to Catholic dogma, Extra Ecclesiam Nulla Salus ‘Outside of the Church there is no salvation.
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An Archdeaconry Pilgrimage  
in the Year of Prayer

This Pilgrimage for Archdeaconry of Hastings will be 
led by Bishop Richard and Archdeacon Edward. 
 
Programme 
The Pilgimage will start at 1.30pm. On arrival, pilgrims will assemble in 
the Bishop’s Palace Gardens, where Gathering Prayers will be said.

The group will then walk to the Cathedral for a Pilgrimage Eucharist, 
entering by the West Doors. This act of all-age worship starts at the font 
and sees the pilgrims moving through different parts of the Cathedral 
during the service. It ends at the Shrine of St Richard, an ancient site of 
Pilgrimage.

Afterwards, pilgrims are invited to a ‘bring and share’ lunch /tea on the 
Paradise lawn, or in the Cloisters, if wet. 

There will be a shared coach to take Pilgrims to and from Chichester.

Register for the event online: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hastings-
archdeaconary-pilgrimage-tickets-43090961225

Saturday  
15th Sept
2018

Archdeaconry Pilgrimages 
in the Year of  Prayer  
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A few thoughts on children and 
childhood…
‘One more day at school, 
One more day of sorrow. 
One more day at this old dump 
and we’ll be home tomorrow!’

Some of you may have sung this little ditty too, 
recited in those far off days of childhood.

O how I remember the joy we had on leaving 
school at the end of term with five whole weeks 
of playing cricket, swimming down the beach and 
laying in bed ahead of us.

We all have memories of our youth, some good, 
others not so good, but we all realise that those 
important years set us up for life. Childhood today is 
no different. Young people will end the summer term 
rejoicing at the summer holidays to come just as I did 
thirty years ago... Oh alright, forty years ago.

And long may they rejoice, for whilst in some ways 
life is easier for young people today, in many ways 
it is more difficult. Children face the same things 
as we did, such as family issues, bullying at school 
and a work-play balance. Someone said to me 
recently ‘Why don’t the children play football in the 

streets anymore?’ Well It is probably because in 
1960 there were 9.5 million cars on the road and 
now there are 32 million!

It is true that some young people are troublesome, 
but they are a very small minority, often from 
troubled environments. In general I find young 
people today engaging, humourous and well 
educated. And they are kind too. On the few 
occasions I have dropped my walking stick in the 
street, people my own age have walked on past, 
whilst a young person has picked it up for me.

Now I do not want to sentamentalise or idolise 
childhood. That is not helpful for anyone, but 
young people, from tiny infants to young adults are 
an essential part of our society and contribute in 
manifold ways other than just being recipients of 
education. Many thousands are carers for parents 
or siblings and many carry out day to day tasks for 
the elderly like walking the dog or just chatting to 
someone. A society without children would be sad 
and thoroughly unwholesome in every way.

Children deserve our respect and appreciation. 
That is how Our Lord treated them. Indeed he 
went further,

‘Truly, I say to you, unless you 
repent and become like children, 
you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven’. 

Matthew 18.3

So if you see children rushing, running and 
jumping about over the next few weeks they might 
be unruly, but they are far, far more likely to be 
enjoying themselves, just as we did as children. 
Good for them.

And as Jesus says that we older ones should be 
like children, who’s up for a game of Rounders 
after church next Sunday? ‘Bagsie’ I go first bat, 
though I will need a ‘runner’.

Have a happy Summer!
Fr. Nick



13

Notes from the PCC meeting held on 29th May 2018
The newly elected members Neil Clarke, Sylvia Dwyer, Roger and Rosemarie Emery and Jennie 
mail were welcomed to the meeting. The following were nominated and elected to posts: Treasurer: 
Mary Delves; PCC Secretary: Judy Grundy; Safeguarding Officer: Neil Clarke; Deputy Safeguarding 
Officer Pauline Fella; Finance Committee Chairman: Carl Hodgkinson; Deputy Churchwardens: Keith 
Metcalfe and Rosemarie Emery.

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) has now became law and a new Data Privacy Policy 
has been posted on the noticeboard in the porch.

John Vernon is representing St Saviour’s during the Interregnum on the Cross Parish Partnership. 
They are forming a house of laity and Pauline Fella will be our representative. The CPP propose to 
hold an Advent Carol Service at St Saviour’s.  

Building matters: Lighting in the Blessed Sacrament has been upgraded and all LED bulbs fitted. 
Quotes are being sought for the repair to the glazing and the closers on the main door and to the 
wood blocks on the hall floor. 

Finance: As noted at the Annual Meeting, our outgoings are currently more than our income and the 
PCC discussed ways to raise funds. It was agreed that there will be a fixed minimum sum of £45 for 
an annual Parish parking permit (less than £1 per week). It was also agreed that hire charges for the 
Hall would be increased in September and Carl will be writing to regular hirers to explain the new 
charges. Other ideas will continue to be discussed at future meetings, and any suggestions for fund-
raising will be gratefully received.

Finally, there was a vote of thanks to everyone who has helped to keep the church open and to  
John Burford and his merry band of gardeners who have been working hard to keep the weeds 
at bay and the gardens surrounding the church and hall looking so beautiful.

The Churchwardens would like to thank our recent 
anonymous donors for their most generous gifts.
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The Church of England at the national level 
is suddenly taking an interest in the English 
seaside. 

To understand this you only need to take a brief 
look at the statistics. There are 174 coastal 
communities in England, with 5.5 million people 
living in them; 11% of the population live on the 
coast. Based on the latest census figures, on 
average 64% of the people who live there claim 
to be Christian (as opposed to 59% nationally) 
but fewer people engage with the church than the 
national average: out of 100,000 residents, 1500 
go to church (1600 nationally) and, scandalously, 
only 14 are clergy (20 nationally). Add to this the 
realization that our coastal towns contain some 
of the poorest and most deprived communities in 
the country, the average parish being within the 
poorest 30% nationally, with 85% of residents 
having average salaries lower than the UK mean, 
and you might understand why the Church of 
England is waking up to its mission failure in 
seaside towns. 

So far, so good. The opening presentation of 
statistics explained why we had all been invited to 
Lambeth Palace for a conference on the challenges 
facing seaside parishes. We explored what 
seaside towns might have in common, when each 
community is, in fact, particular in its combination 
of different factors and needs. For this, the writing 
of St Augustine of Hippo provided the seaside-
town exemplar. The challenges to Christian 
mission in the seaside towns of Carthage or Hippo 
Regius in the Roman Empire in the fourth and 
fifth centuries appear quite as recognizable to St 
Augustine as to any priest in a coastal community 
today. It seems that coastal tourists, travellers 
and seafarers throughout the ages all appreciate 
seaside destinations where the sea air is combined 
with games and fairs, art, sex, gambling, drugs and 
alcohol, public baths, dancing, gluttony, titillation, 
lewd behaviour, scanty clothing and associated 
violent behaviours. Anything which may be 
otherwise known as ‘letting your hair down’ is both 
commonplace and part of the point of ‘being there: 
In seaside towns depravity is ‘on show’ whilst in 
‘civilized’ suburbia it is hidden away. 

I suspect that the intention was that we would 
explore and deepen these themes in the break-away 

workshops that followed. However, workshops 
entitled ‘Mission among Children and Young 
People; ‘Looking for Leaders? Investing in 
Christian leadership for coastal communities; 
‘Living Life Fully Beside the Sea; and ‘New 
Worshipping Communities by the Sea?’ seemed 
to me to fail in this. Almost all rehearsed themes 
familiar from diocesan training days and delivered 
little more. They had little to say about the 
seaside, nor why the clergy do not appear to like 
to be beside it. From a promising start, it had 
failed to connect to the challenging and unique 
issues that pervade seaside towns. 

What began as a feeling of frustration crystallized 
during a discussion with a team vicar from Great 
Yarmouth, when I suggested that nothing that 
we were talking about would connect with the 
parishioners of Folkestone or Dover and that, 
frankly, we were wasting our time. He agreed. We 
explored some ideas as to why and finally found 
something in common between our towns. The 
Holy Spirit finds its way! I clumsily tried to express 
these thoughts in the final plenary and also tried 
to suggest that the language of the conference 
was actually quite wrong for seaside towns, where 
regeneration all too often means gentrification 
and renewal is generally an externally imposed 
solution by liberal busybodies who spend a great 
deal of money in achieving very little. It was 
suggested that the title didn’t need to be changed 
because only a ‘few people’ inside the church 
would actually be working with it. Quite! 

I came away from the day suspecting that 
‘the church’ has no idea what the issues on 
the ground are in the seaside parishes; that 
its purported interest has largely been stirred 
up by statisticians who suggest that they 
should be caring; and that it was precisely in 
danger of being an initiative imposed by liberal 
busybodies. The fact that many attendees came 
from poor Anglo-Catholic coastal parishes but 

Beside the Seaside
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a woman presented lunchtime Mass, meaning 
that many delegates could not partake, seemed 
to emphasize precisely this kind of liberal 
presumption and placed at the heart of the day 
the divisions of the Church of England for all 
to see. Attendees who maintain an orthodox 
position within the church were put into the 
same space as many of their parishioners: 
so ‘politically incorrect’ that they were off the 
agenda. 

It is this political incorrectness that starts to cut 
to the heart of the matter. Coastal communities 
are 92% white British (the average is 80%) with 
a strong anger at the betrayal of their patriotic, 
traditional values by the liberal establishment. This 
includes the Church of England. Until the church 
finds something to say to the average parishioner, it 
is not going to make much headway in the seaside 
towns, however much money is thrown around. 
Every time Synod erodes the orthodox values 
of the church, it empties a pew in the seaside 
parishes. For many in our coastal parishes, the 
modern Church of England has not only let them 
down, it has become part of the problem. 

My own town of Folkestone
The complex reasons for such deep alienation 
vary by town. Folkestone was a traditional 
fishing village with strong ties to Europe. These 
relationships were strengthened during the 
nineteenth century by the railway and modern 
ferries. The fisher families of Folkestone and 
Boulogne intermarried, and ‘Our Lady of 
Boulogne’ is still paraded at the annual Blessing 
of the Fisheries. Modern communications also 
allowed for the gentrification of the town, which 
essentially became two: East Folkestone with the 
fisher-folk and port workers, and the gentry in 
West Folkestone. The ‘gentrification’ was ended 
by the two world wars when Folkestone was in 
the firing line, welcoming tens of thousands of 
refugees in the first war and being blitzed in the 
second. The town’s economy was rebuilt twice 
and flourished. However, now with a declining 
economy the town has become increasingly 
disconnected from the sea. Only a handful of 
boats still ply the waters, and most relationships 
with the sea now stop at the beach. Ask people 
what they want for the town and top of the list are 
ferries to France and a flourishing fishing fleet. 
What they are receiving are flats and restaurants 
that they cannot afford, and an increasing gap 
between the haves and the have nots. 

So, where are the English churches? 
The Roman Catholics have instigated the Rosary 
on the Coast and the Church of England has 
called a conference or two. But where is the 
Church of England bishop willing to become the 
new Bishop Jenkins of Durham to voice the anger 
of these deprecated communities? Or more basic 
yet, where are the clergy on the ground?  
I am constantly asked by the fishing community 
when they might next actually be visited by a 
vicar (a churchwarden doesn’t do!) Jesus walked 
amongst the politically incorrect, the rejected 
and impoverished. He chose the fishermen as his 
apostles. He loved them and gave them a voice 
and ministered among them. How humiliating that 
his church today struggles to do the same. 

The awakening which engendered this conference 
seems to mean investigating placing large 
sums into coastal parishes in an attempt to find 
‘solutions’ to statistical challenges. Whilst this 
initiative within the church is to be welcomed, it 
needs to begin by embracing the people of our 
coastal communities; less ‘renewal and reform; 
more ‘re-commitment: Is it really ready to take 
a risk for the people of Blackpool, Plymouth or 
Ramsgate? All too often today, things are done 
‘to’ our coastal communities and not ‘with’ them. 
Few priests or church officials come from coastal 
communities or have worked at sea. They have 
little empathy for the rich and heady mixture which 
creates the madness of the great British seaside. 

Many of the Anglo-Catholic church communities 
on the coast are desperate for clergy, even retired 
ones, to re-engage with their historic mission to 
the poor. Five out of the seven Society parishes in 
Canterbury Diocese are in interregnum, and most 
are coastal towns in deprived communities. All 
struggle with paying the temple tax to the diocese. 
Perhaps ‘this is where the national effort should 
begin, meeting the parishes part-way in the 
provision of dog collars on the ground, instead of 
conferences in Lambeth Palace. 

For all my initial disappointment, let us hope that 
this welcome initiative will be guided by the Holy 
Spirit and find Christ’s way. May our church once 
again walk with the poor, the politically incorrect - 
and among fishermen. 

Edited extract from article in NewDirections by  
Dr David M Wilson Churchwarden at St Peters 

Church, Folkestone and Lay Chair,  
Forward in Faith, Canterbury



16

Gozo or Ghawdex (pronounced ow desh) is 
a wonderful place to visit. The Arab name 
Ghawdex means ‘Joy’ (later translated into 
the Castilian word Gozo) and I know what they 
mean! It is a beautiful island, especially at this 
time of year (June). 

Although there’s not much green in the fields 
(the crops are all ripe and the grass has been 
cut for hay) the beautiful flowers, the wonderful 
seascapes and the crystal clear sea make it a 
sight for sore eyes. There are no airports, railways 
or motorways here which gives it an air of peace 
and quiet, and it is easy to explore using the 
local buses and taxis (we decided not to drive 
ourselves but to leave it to the locals who have 
their own particular way of driving). 

We were staying in Victoria (known to the locals 
as Rabat), the capital of Gozo, in the centre of the 
island. The island is so small (14km west to east 

and 7km north to south) we had a sea view from 
our hotel balcony on the 5th floor. Victoria, named 
by the British on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s 
Golden Jubilee, is a maze of old narrow streets 
and alleys and has many churches but the two 
that caught our attention were the ‘parish’ church 
dedicated to St George, and the cathedral in the 
citadel overlooking the town, dedicated to the 
Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The current St George’s Basilica was built 
between 1672 and 1678 on the site of a Roman 
pagan temple from the 4th century AD. In 1958 
Pope Pius XII decreed that the parish church be 
elevated to basilica, when it received the right 
of the Umbraculum and the Tininnabulem. The 
works of art in the basilica that most caught 
our attention were the altarpiece, painted by 
Mattia Preti, of St George triumphant over the 
dragon and considered to be one of Gozo’s most 
important paintings, the marble angels supporting 

Merħba lill-Gozo
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the main altar table and the Stations of the 
Cross also carved from marble. We decided to 
attend a Sunday Mass at the basilica and so we 
asked the gentleman at the door the times of the 
Masses. He told us they start at 5am and continue 
throughout the day. We settled on the 9am Mass.

We found out that apart from being a Roman 
Catholic parish church, St George’s also serves as 
the main parish church of the Anglican Community 
in Gozo, part of the Diocese of Europe. The 
community, dedicated to The Blessed Virgin and 
St George was established on 23rd April 2005 in 
a eucharist celebrated by none other than Canon 
Tom Mendel.   

In the heart of the town is the Cittadella which 
was first fortified in 1500BC, and within its walls 
lies the cathedral, built in the 17th century on 
the site of a Roman Temple. It is most famous 
for its trompe l’oeil ceiling painting depicting the 
interior of a dome that was never built, and we 
were fascinated to find the bishop’s throne had 
bronze motifs by the sculptor Nic Fiddian-Green, 

a relative of our own Fr Tony, and not a horse in 
sight!  

One evening during our stay we heard band 
music and went to investigate. The local traffic 
policeman was creating havoc redirecting the 
traffic and along the road and around the corner 
came a procession with priests, acolytes and a full 
marching band with eight men carrying an effigy 
of the Sacred Heart. 

A trip to Gozo comes highly recommended, the 
natives are friendly, the food is good and they 
certainly know how celebrate their saints!  

Pauline Fella
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I do so love the summer. The trouble is 
everything becomes such an effort in the heat. 
That’s the one advantage of course with  
St Saviour’s, it’s lovely and cool now as 
opposed to freezing cold during the winter!!!

There’s a lot going on at the moment with lots 
of news, some of which will have to wait ‘til next 
month’s epistle.

The first thing to say is that July is a very busy 
month for concerts; we have four. On Monday 
2nd, Alex Eadon will be coming back to play 
the organ for us. You will recall that last year we 
had blower problems and we had to move his 
recital to St John’s. Fortunately (dare I say) those 
problems would appear to be behind us and I am 
delighted that he will be able to make a return visit 
and play at ‘our gaff’. I always look forward to his 
playing.

On the ninth Glen Capra and Joseph Spinner will 
be providing us with a piano and ‘cello duo. I have 
not heard Joseph play before so I am looking 
forward to that. Glen is an old friend and a truly 
marvellous pianist.

On the 21st, by popular demand, Colin and Becky 
will be back to provide a sumptuous evening 

of entertainment with songs and music from 
Broadway. I know that this will be a fabulous 
evening so please put it in your diaries – note that 
this concert is on a Saturday at 7.30.

The final concert of the month will be an organ 
recital on Monday 30th by David Price. This is 
David’s first performance at St Saviour’s so please 
come along and support him

As I say there is a lot going on. We also have 
planning in the pipeline to produce a CD of organ 
music from St Saviour’s. We all know what a 
cracking instrument it is. Well, Alex has kindly 
agreed to do a recording for us. I am sure that you 
would all agree that this would be a great thing to 
have at the church. Having said that, we would 
need to raise about £3,000 to do it; that would 
include the recording engineer and producing and 
packaging the CDs. So I am now appealing to 
you to help with the funding. Unfortunately these 
things cost quite a bit to put on. If you feel that 
you would like to make a contribution please see 
either me or the churchwardens. I think that this is 
a very exciting project and I would be enormously 
grateful for your support.

Before I go, I feel I must congratulate the choir for 
two particular things. I have said many times how 
much I value their loyalty and support. I would 
just like to say that I thought they were particularly 
great at the Ordination a few weeks back and 
also two weeks ago, their performance of Tallis’ 
‘If ye love me’ was quite beautiful – well done and 
thank you!!

More news next 
month – talk of 
another piano 
and more 
concerts!!
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Upfields Complete Bathrooms Ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 
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Hello Darlings
At long last Summer seems to have arrived. 
Not before time.  As I write this we have had 
the longest day and we enter the second half 
of the year.

Corpus Christi has been and gone and was well 
attended.

Brian Adams gave an excellent talk on 3rd June 
to the Sussex Churches Trust and I was amazed 
at Brian’s vast knowledge of the area and the 
church.  Lovely tea in the Hall afterwards.  Before 
the group arrived at St Saviours they were to 
have a tour of Holy Trinity Church, but despite 
confirmation Emails the church was LOCKED.  
This is where we score being open 7 days a week.

The following Sunday the local Bellringers came 
to give our peal a good exercise.  Our bells are 
much under utilised.

The Eastbourne Symphony Orchestra gave a 
wonderful concert on Saturday 16th June.  At 
the end, one of the Lady Double Bass players 
collapsed.  Fortunately there was a Doctor in the 
house.

Eastbourne College continue to use us and 
Speech Day was observed on Saturday 30th 
June.  290 chairs were transported from the 
college for the occasion, so we had around 790 
in the building.  They are so well organised.  They 
are currently arranging dates for further events –  
more income for us.

The ‘Baptism King’ continues.  Fr Tony had a triple 
Baptism on Sunday 24th and will have a double in 
two weeks time and another in the planning stage.
We must be in the ‘Good Baptism Guide’.  More 
Banns of Marriage read as well.

On Sunday 1st July Jonathan Beswick is instituted 
into his new parish in trendy London Docklands.  
Jean must be very proud as it’s one of the plum 
Anglo Catholic parishes in the Diocese of London.
Speaking of which brings me to the news of 

our new Vicar - Fr Mark McAulay  who comes 
to us from the London Diocese. No date yet for 
his Institution. So much ‘Red Tape’ these days. 
Welcome Fr Mark. I’m so pleased at the news 
even though there is a downside in that he has a 
DOG.  Get baking Ladies – he’s single…

Birthdays galore at the moment. Still to come 
Diana Dean and Hugh Balitcha 

Holidays have been much in evidence with 
Bernard and Carole Irving, Paul and Pauline Fella 
and Roger and Rosemarie Emery all away to 
foreign shores.  Bernard and Carole return 2nd 
July.  Paul and Pauline found evidence of the 
Fidian-Green family in their tour of churches and 
cathedrals in Malta and Gozo.  A huge Bishops 
throne. Is Carpentry a sideline of Fr Tony? 

Even Neil our Head Server got in on the act with a 
Day Return (almost) to Poland.  Paul and Pauline 
to Inxent, France for lunch the other week.  The 
world is getting smaller.

The church continues to attract visitors both 
weekdays and Sundays.

On Sunday 15th July we welcome a party from 
St Mary Cheshunt to our 10.30 Mass.  They want 
a good Anglo Catholic Church so where else to 
come than St Saviours.?

On that promising note I bid you adieu.  Roger 
Emery brought me a litre of Spanish Lemon Gin.  
That will smooth my shattered nerves.   

So much to do in the Garden.  Ta ta for now.

Oh where did I put my Ice Bucket.

Kitty xx
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Eastbourne’s newest and finest florist.  And now together with a wonderful coffee shop & tea room.  
This unique and beautiful shop serves probably the best flowers and the best beverages in town.

Stunning Quality Floristry for  
Weddings, Funerals and Corporate Events  
with exclusive Workshops and Courses – 
and the freshest flowers anywhere!

Extraordinary value,  
Delivery to any UK address  
– inc FREE local, same day delivery.

www.thebloomfactory.co.uk
87 Seaside Road, Eastbourne BN21 3PL
hello@thebloomfactory.co.uk / 01323 302302
facebook.com/thebloomfactoryuk

Bud – Bean – Bake

#LoveFlowers    #LoveCoffee   #LoveEastbourne

THE BLO OM FACTORY
FLORIST CAFÉ
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Dates for your Diary July 2018
Sun 1 S Peter and S Paul Aps   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 2 10.30am Mass

Tue 3 12 noon Mass   S Thomas Ap

Wed 4 10.30am Mass   S Elizabeth of Portugal CBS

Thur 5 10.30am Mass   S Anthony Mary Zaccaria P 

Friday 6 12 noon Mass   Our Lady

Sat 7 09.00am Mass   

Sun 8 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 9 10.30am Mass   Requiem Mass Guild of All Souls

Tue 10 12 noon Mass

Wed 11 10.30am   Mass S Benedict Ab

Thur 12 10.30am Mass 

Friday 13 12 noon Mass 

Sat 14 09.00am Mass 

Sun 15 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 16 10.30am Mass 

Tue 17 12 noon Mass

Wed 18 10.30am Mass

Thur 19 10.30am Mass

Friday 20 12 noon Mass   S Apollinaris Bp

Sat 21 09.00am Mass 

Sun 22 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 23 10.30am   Mass S Bridget

Tue 24 12 noon Mass   Walsingham Cell

Wed 25 10.30am Mass   S James, Ap

Thur 26 10.30am Mass   Ss Joachim and Ann, parents of the BVM

Friday 27 12 noon Mass

Sat 28 09.00am Mass

Sun 29 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time   08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 30 10.30am Mass   

Tue 31 12 noon Mass   S Ignatius of Loyola P
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Hon Associate Clergy Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 
 Rev John Wright BSc Cert Ed 723584 
 Rev Dr David Musson M Phil 723345 
  Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
  
Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 01323 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061 
Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283 

Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577
Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410
Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 01323 351014

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Head Server Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 01323 381796
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Safeguarding Officer Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Electoral Role Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 01323 645145
Churches Together  Mrs Beverly Cochran  434785
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mr Arthur Randell-Hoyle, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Guild of All Souls  Miss Lis Trustam  504909
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam – call for details   504909 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  – call for details   485399
Church Cleaning   Mrs Rita Orchard – Tuesdays from 9am   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean 
 Mrs Lynette Newman 
Events Committee Mr Paul Fella –  meets as necessary 656346
Flower Arrangers  Mrs Rita Orchard – Fridays from 9am   723375
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
 


