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General background

E
astbourne is a popular holiday
resort for all ages. With a
population of just over 103,000 
and an average age of 43 
(national average age 39.7) it is 
an exceptional seaside resort 

in terms of its shops and amenities.

Much of Eastbourne was developed by the Dukes of
Devonshire in the nineteenth century and the family has
maintained a keen and active interest in the town, much
of which they still administer through the Estate Office.

The west end of the town nestles below Beachy Head
at one end of the South Downs; the east end has seen
the town spread towards the Sovereign Harbour
Development and Pevensey.

The town boasts one of the country’s foremost regional
art galleries, the Towner and four theatres which house
performances ranging from Shakespeare, ballet and
classical music concerts to musicals, plays and West
End shows. The annual Airbourne flying display which
takes place over four days attracts many thousands of
visitors and a major pre-Wimbledon tennis tournament

takes place in Devonshire Park, close to St Saviour’s.
There are many other events taking place throughout
the year catering for all ages and tastes.

Equally wide is the range of hotels which form
Eastbourne’s attractive front and promenade. The latter,
far from being built up, provides a level three and a 
half- mile walk. A newly refurbished pier and bandstand
(where there are regular summer concerts, tribute and
jazz bands) together with parks and gardens make the
seafront very attractive.



T
he patrons of this historic Victorian
church, with the capacity to seat up
to 600, are Keble College, Oxford.
Consecrated in 1867, St Saviour’s
church is a Grade II* listed building
of special architectural importance

and is considered one of the finest Tractarian
churches in the country. The architect was the
renowned George Edmund Street RA (1824-1881),
who designed amongst others St Paul’s American
Church in Rome, the Crimea Memorial church in
Istanbul and the Law Courts in London’s Strand.

The building is in good general condition: major works
within the last few years include work on the tower, spire
and belfry; the Sanctuary was reordered in 1993 and the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel rededicated in 2001. Work
suggested by the regular Quinquennial surveys has
been undertaken which include the removal of asbestos,
updated electrical work to meet current standards and
during 2016 work valued in the region of £280,000.00
was undertaken to replace rainwater gutters and down
pipes and carryout much needed work to the facia,
eaves, roof leadwork and replacement slates etc. The
project was funded through a grant from Listed Places
of Worship roof fund, legacies and other grants and
fund raising.

The church is open every day. A CCTV system operates
and there is an open church rota, the members of which
act as a welcome to many visitors. The church is floodlit.  

There is a loop system for the hard of hearing and easy
access for wheelchairs.

The church has a very fine Walker organ which 
dates back to 1926. Its primary use is to lead the
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The Church Buildings
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congregational singing and to accompany the choir,
but it also serves as a fabulous concert and solo recital

instrument. 

The building is large and has a very lively acoustic which
means that it is very popular as a concert venue for local
choirs, choral societies and orchestras.

The Church Room (built in 1957) seats up to 100 people
and is equipped with a kitchen and lavatories – including
facilities for the disabled. It is popular with organisations
in the town as well as being well used by the parish.

Within the church is a small theological library and a
well-equipped office, with a laptop, a multi functional
photocopier and wifi throughout the building. 
The church has its own website which can be accessed
at www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk.

The church grounds are well maintained by a small
number of parishioners. On the north side there is a
Garden of Remembrance where cremated ashes are
interred. The grounds also include two car parks, with
some of the spaces let out during the week to
professional organisations; parking is at a premium in

Eastbourne. This income helps towards parish costs. 

A well-organized,
devoted and loyal
team of flower
arrangers, cleaners
and others from
the congregation
maintain the
church interior to a
very high standard.



The Vicarage (built in 1964) is adjacent to the church and
is in good condition. It contains two reception rooms and
four bedrooms (one with an en-suite and two with wash
basin). There is a study, family bathroom, downstairs
cloakroom, large kitchen, utility room, large integral
garage, security lighting, double glazing, gas central
heating and a good sized garden, mainly laid to lawn.
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T
he Parish Church of St Saviour 
and St Peter in the Diocese of
Chichester, Archdeaconry of
Hasting and in the Deanery of
Eastbourne, is close to the centre
of Eastbourne, in the area known

locally as Little Chelsea. As such the parish
contains a number of business premises,
specialist shops, boutiques, an Art Centre, the
main town Library, the Police Station and the Town
Hall. It is also made up of some large residential
properties, some smaller apartments and a
number of rest and nursing homes. While most
property belongs to the Victorian/Edwardian era,
this is not exclusively the case for there are some
modern developments.

There are several schools in the area, including five
independent schools, some of which hold services in St
Saviour’s; for example, Eastbourne College holds its end of
term and Advent Services in the church and Bedes Senior
and Junior Schools also hold Christmas services here.

The parish is relatively small in geographical terms and its
congregation predominantly retired, though there has
been an influx of younger people. There are currently 152
on the Electoral Roll, the bulk of which come from the
surrounding areas; 14% live in the Parish, 41% are male
and 59% are female. 

There is a need for outreach to the town centre which is
a three-minute walk from the church.

Although there are other parishes of a similar tradition,
St Saviour’s is clearly regarded as the principal Anglo-
catholic parish within the Eastbourne Deanery and has
twice hosted the Diocesan Chrism Mass. 

As there are three evangelical parishes in the centre of
town the need for a Catholic priest to be appointed to 
St Saviour’s, who will articulate the Christian faith in a
clear and compelling way from the catholic perspective
and involve himself in the affairs of the town and continue
to play a leading role therein cannot be emphasized too
strongly.

The parish of St Saviour and St Peter
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St Saviour’s is a Forward in Faith church and member of
the Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda, and acts as a
focus for the sacramental wing of the Church in the
area. 

Details of the weekly services are indicated below.

The PCC has unanimously passed a resolution that
arrangements be made for the parish in accordance
with the House of Bishops’ declaration on the ministry of
bishops and priests.

The Incumbent is assisted by a number of retired clergy
in the taking of services and preaching etc. There are
currently five such priests. Mass is celebrated every day
of the year.

As well as two active church wardens and two deputy
wardens there is a dedicated team of lay support that
includes a Director of music, male and female Servers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Sidesmen, Lesson Readers,
Intercession Leaders and a robed choir. 

The main service on Sundays is High Mass at 10.30am.
The worship follows a modern western catholic rite.
Numbers attending are on average 100, with more on
major festivals. Refreshments are served after the Mass
in the Church Hall and include wine and cake to
celebrate special occasions such as Easter, Christmas,
birthdays, anniversaries etc.

St Saviour’s takes its place in the rota of churches
providing services for Eastbourne District General
Hospital, usually once a year.

St Saviour’s is part of a local Cross Parish Partnership
which includes the Parish Church of St Mary, St Andrew
Norway, Christ Church, St Richard’s and St Michael’s
and All Angels. This like-minded group seeks to explore
the Christian faith together and cooperate with each
other in a variety of ways.

Services
Sundays
8.00am Mass and sermon
10.30am High Mass and Sermon

Weekdays
The Daily Office is usually said at the following times:
8.30am Morning Prayer
5.30pm Evening Prayer

The Daily Mass is celebrated at the following times:
10.30am Monday
12 noon Tuesday
10.30am Wednesday
10.30am Thursday
12 noon Friday 

(Confessions 11.30am by arrangement)
9.00am Saturday

Major Weekday Festivals
Mass is celebrated at 10.30am and 7.30pm (sung)

Additional times and variations are posted in the 
Porch Notice Board and on the website

Sacraments
The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and the clergy 
are always willing to bring it to the sick at any hour of 
the day or night.

The Holy Oil is available for the sick who wish to be
anointed and on the second Friday of each month
during Mass there are prayers for the sick and laying 
on of hands. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available on
Fridays at 11.30am by appointment.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals can be arranged 
in consultation with the clergy.

Major Festivals are fully observed, for example there is 
a full Holy Week Liturgy and Vigil.

Music
St Saviour’s has a long and very distinguished musical
history. In the early days the church boasted its own
choir school, its most famous pupil being Healy Willan.
Today we no longer have a choir school but we keep the
traditions going. The choir sings a setting of the Mass
every Sunday and also an anthem with hymns taken
from the New English Hymnal and the psalms, some of
which are sung to Gregorian chant. Choral Evensong is
sung monthly in the summer months and on special
occasions. 

We are fortunate to have an excellent and dedicated
choir of over 15 members of a variety of ages, with a
talented and enthusiastic Director of Music.
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A highlight of the year is the candlelit Carol Service on
Christmas Eve. This is a very popular event for the town
and is always very well attended. 

In addition to this, the church hosts its own series of
lunchtime and evening concerts and organ recitals.

Parish pilgrimages
There is a tradition of pilgrimage within the parish,
offering the people an opportunity to travel together and
share prayer, worship and fellowship as part of their
spiritual journey. In addition to an annual pilgrimage 
to Walsingham, in previous  years there have been
members pilgrimages to:

� The Holy Land

� Rome and Assisi

� York, Durham and the Holy Island of Lindisfarne

� The seven churches of Asia (Turkey)

Church groups 
& organisations
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament 
The Associates of this group meet monthly either for
Vespers and Benediction or Mass. The Confraternity is
the oldest devotional society for priests and laity in the
Church of England (1862). It exists to promote the
honour due to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and
to encourage more regular and devout reception of Holy
Communion.

Walsingham cell of St Joseph
Our cell meets monthly for mass at noon on the fourth
Tuesday of each month. There is also an annual
weekend pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham each July, open to all members of the
congregation.

Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary 
The church supports and encourages the local chapter 

Guild of All Souls
A Requiem Mass is said regularly to commemorate
departed Guild members and members of St Saviour’s
congregation. The saying of these masses fulfils the
obligation of a parish with a Guild branch, whose
members are asked to pray for the dying, the departed
and the bereaved.

Open Church  
A group of volunteers from the congregation welcome
the many visitors to the church each weekday morning.
Some recent quotes from the visitor book:

‘Beautifully peaceful, thank you’
‘A lovely welcome…’
‘A haven for me to sit, rest and reflect’ 
‘Peace and tranquillity, thank you for
being open’.

Family Support Work
FSW works in partnership with Chichester Diocese. 
The congregation donates gifts of food, money,
toiletries, toys, sweets etc. at various times of the year
to support children and their families through difficult
times in their lives.

Events Committee 
This committee organises activites throughout the year
to promote fellowship and fun. Recent events include 
a Burn’s Night Supper with Scottish dancing, a 
St George’s Day tea party , the annual Vicarage Garden
Party, Harvest Supper and the patronal festival lunch. 
All events are well attended by the congregation.

The 100 Club
This is a fund-raising venture, with a draw each month
with a first, second and third prize. The profits are used
for the upkeep of the Church Room.

Lunchtime Recitals
These take place each month, with a few extra slotted
in. The recitals have included classical guitar, accordion,
organ and choral works which regularly attract good
audiences. These recitals are free of charge, with a
retiring collection towards the upkeep of the organ.

Chat-Stop
A monthly morning coffee drop-in for all ages to meet,
chat, play quizzes and socialise, especially for those
who live alone. 

Regular Church Hall bookings 
Slimming World; Line Dancing; U3A; Local History and
Music Societies.  



Communications take the form of; a notices page in the
weekly Mass Order of service; Logos, the Parish
Magazine published on the last Sunday of each month;
an interactive Website

(www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk); a Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne). The
notices and back copies of Logos are also available on
the church website.

9

Communications Finance
The finances of the parish are managed by a dedicated
Finance Committee. Income is generated through
congregational planned giving and collections, hall and car
parking rentals and one-off gift days. However, we are
currently meeting only 80% of our Parish Contribution, and
the Finance Committee is investigating cost-savings and
ways of increasing income from assets e.g. car parking
and church/church room rental. A possible redevelopment
scheme for the church room has been suggested and it is
hoped that a new incumbent would have the capacity to
engage creatively with opportunities in this area, within the
context of town centre mission and ministry.

St Saviour’s has joined the Diocesan Parish Giving
Scheme. 

Charities supported by the church have included:
Additional Curates Society, St Luke’s Hospital, College
of St Barnabas, USPG, Mission to Seafarers, Church
Army, Diocesan Family Support, The Children’s Society,
Open Door and Beachy Head Chaplaincy.

Mission Action Plan
To develop the existing Parish Plan into a Mission Action
Plan with particular emphasis on outreach to the local
community.

To continue developing the work already started by the
introduction of a new ‘brand’ and image for the church
and relaunch of our church magazine and website. 

To further develop the use of Social Media, increase our
web presence and promote our Facebook page – both
of which are already receiving a high level of visitors. 



10

Wishes of the PCC 
regarding a new incumbent
We are looking for a new incumbent who is:

� A dedicated priest of orthodox Catholic conviction and theology who will uphold the
received faith and work happily in a Forward in Faith parish affiliated to The Society, 
but be respectful of diverse views within the congregation.

� A capable liturgist who will uphold the form of worship and music at St Saviour’s, whilst
developing it in appropriate ways to meet new challenges and opportunities.

� An evangelist who will carry the Christian message into the homes of the parish, 
make connections with local residents, businesses and community groups, and users
of the church facilities, as well as finding ways of connecting with those who come to 
St Saviour’s from further afield.

� A pastor who will love and care for the congregation and local community, and provide a
degree of healing after a somewhat troubled time in the parish’s history, but is also able to
hold his own amongst intelligent and strong-minded people

� A preacher and teacher who has a strong understanding of Christian theology, and the
capacity to explain and expound it in a variety of contexts and at different levels.

� A leader who will offer appropriate direction and support to our dedicated group of 
retired clergy and also, with some urgency, develop greater lay ministry and lay leadership
in the parish

� A good communicator, with a sound and practical grasp of management, finance and
administration together with IT skills and the ability to respond creatively to the
opportunities and challenges that come with a large and prominent town centre site.



St Saviour’s Church, South Street, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4UT

Registered Charity No 1131420
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