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Church Services
Sundays 
8.00 Low Mass

10.30 Solemn Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 
in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am; 
Tues and Fri 12noon; Sat 9.00am

Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass, as above Sung Mass: 7.30pm.
Mattins and Evensong are said daily at 
8.30am and 5.30pm unless otherwise 
indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day
or night. The Holy Oil is available for those who
wish to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
A priest is usually available to hear Confessions
or for Spiritual Advice on Fridays at 11.30am 
or by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
Arrangements for Baptisms, Banns of 
Marriage, Weddings and Funerals 
should be made with the Church Wardens. 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

The church is open from 8.30am each day 
and a team of volunteers is available to answer
questions etc from 10am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open
while there is a volunteer on duty. 

The Parish Magazine is published on the
last Sunday of the month. 

Matter for publication should be sent to
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com. 
See Pew Sheet for Magazine deadline.

Articles should be no longer than 
750 words. News items or Reports should
be factual and no longer than 250 words. 

Articles are copyright to the author and the
Editor’s decision is final. 

stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church
website and it is managed by Paul Fella
(stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com) to
whom matter for the site should be sent. 

Cover: The Advent of our Lord.
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At one time, not all that very long ago, there
was a custom for the church to devote the
four Sundays in Advent to a consideration 
of the Four Last Things: Death, Judgment,
Hell and Heaven. The custom seems to have
lapsed and these days it is far more likely
that a second course will be followed and
the four Sundays will be given over to
meditations on the forerunners of our Lord:
the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the
Baptist and St Mary; and a candle is lit 
each week on an Advent wreath in
commemoration and honour of 
those figures.

However, perhaps there is not such a great
difference after all between these two ways of
preparing for Christmas, for the two can almost
be related without any great stretch of the
imagination. The Patriarchs died with, at that
time, no particular hope of personal immortality.
The Patriarchs, father-founders of the Jewish
people, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, died in the
normal course of events. They handed on the
flame of their own belief in the one God to their

posterity, and that was that. The Patriarchs
point, like Adam before them, to Death. As in
Adam all die, says St Paul.

And the Prophets; Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob were called and led and moulded by God
to establish his chosen nation. We don’t see
them primarily as teachers and preachers. But
the Prophets were the spokesmen of God. They
spoke for God. The words were his, not theirs:
‘Thus saith the Lord.’ The people of Israel were
constantly falling down on their calling and their
promises. Beset by idol-worship, civil war,
immorality and complacency, the nation needed
to be reminded again and again of the whole
point of its existence. And this the Prophets
were raised up by God to do. We see through
them that God’s judgment is inevitable. The
Prophets warned of God’s judgment - and the
Greek word for Judgment is krisis, crisis. The
Prophets point to crisis, to judgment.

And the last and greatest of the Prophets was
Zachariah’s son John the Baptizer. Vividly he
put before the people of his time the

Themes
of
Advent
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consequences of their actions. Repent, or else:
O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? The axe is laid
unto the root of the trees; every tree therefore
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the fire. One mightier than I
cometh, the hatchet of whose shoes I am not
worthy to unloose, whose fan is in his hand and
he will thoroughly purge his floor and will gather
the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will
burn with fire unquenchable. Repent ye; for the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand. Or take the
consequences. He did not mince his words.
John warned of Hell.

And so the last of the Advent themes. Mary, our
Lady. Like the others, she points. The Patriarchs
point to inevitable death, the Prophets to
inevitable Judgment, John to inevitable Hell,
Mary to Heaven.

Hail O star that pointest
Towards the port of Heaven.
With Mary at long last, through all the clouds of
death, judgment and hell arises some prospect
of the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in his
wings. The Messiah is near, bringing with him a
promise of heaven; and Mary was the first to
see the clouds breaking and the brightness on
its way.

My soul doth magnify the Lord
and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour. 

He remembering his mercy
hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his
seed for ever.

The Patriarchs, long dead, are perhaps not so
dead after all.

So our Lord was born through Mary his mother,
as the saintly bishop Thomas Ken wrote in his
hymn: Her virgin eyes saw God incarnate born.

Blest Mary, with Man’s Saviour 
in embrace

Joyed for herself and for all 
human race.

And here below, now she’s 
of heaven possest

All generations are to call 
her blest.

Blessed art thou among women. Yes, but we
must never forget by whom she was blest.

Even so, the Incarnation, that God was made
man, is beyond our understanding. Accustomed
as we are to the Christmas story, we often let
the wonder, the miracle, disappear in the
details. In both Matthew and Luke the emphasis
lies on the power and activities of the Holy Spirit
in the birth of Jesus. It is this, not the absence
of a human father, nor even the co-operation of
a virgin mother, which is the important point.
From his mother, our Lord was born a man; but
by the act of the Spirit he is the new man, a new
start for humanity, the second Adam. As in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive. The first man is of the earth, earthy. The
second man is the Lord from heaven. This is of
infinitely greater importance than details of
mangers, shepherds and wise men.

Only St Luke mentions the manger and the
shepherds. Only St Matthew mentions the Wise
Men. But the whole of the New Testament tells
how Jesus was the Son of the Highest; how the



Lord God gave unto him the throne of his father
David; how he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; how of his Kingdom there shall
be no end; how that holy thing which was born
of Mary was to be called the Son of God.

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For
behold from henceforth: all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath
magnified me: and holy is his name.

A new beginning. Through Mary we begin to
see heaven. That is the wonder and that is the
hope.

Fr Christopher
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Great Italian Coffee
Homemade Cakes 

Light Lunches
Lasagne • Salads • Paninis 

Eat in or Take away
Homemade Cake 

with Tea or Coffee ONLY £3.00
Bertolli Olive Oil Awards

Runner-up ‘Best Deli Dishes in UK’
Come in and give us a try!

IL GUSTO
Continental Deli and Café    56b Grove Road

IL GUSTO
Continental Deli and Café

Tuesday 22nd December at 7.30pm
St Saviour’s Church, South Street

Featuring
St Andrew’s Singers

The Renaissance Singers
with

Soloists: Lynn Weaver Soprano
Stephen Rooke Tenor
Lewes, Glynde and 
Beddingham Brass 

Musical Director: Ian Stewart
Organist: Paul Collins

Guest Reader: Carol Mounter
Directed by Shirley Barrell

Admission by programme £8.00 
(free to children under 12)

includes Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
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Please stop me and ask me for 
a Parish Giving Scheme pack.
This contains all you need to
know about this new and
innovative scheme which lets
you continue your regular giving
to the Church - but via a much
simpler and more effective
method.   In short, the PGS
makes your giving easier,
quicker and much more
beneficial to St Saviour’s without
costing you an extra penny, and
saving Mike Brennan and Mary
Delves a whole heap of work. 

As importantly, by the using 
the PGS direct debit, monthly,
quarterly or annually, your
donations and the Gift Aid come
straight back to St Saviour’s in just
a few days.  Until now we have
had to wait over twelve months 
to make a claim for Gift Aid tax
repayment (in total around £7,000).
With the PGS we get that money
proportionately in just ten days
each month, every month, and can
use it straight away in the day to
day  running of the Church.

The PGS is run through the Diocese of
Gloucester, where the scheme was originally
devised and has now been rolled out with great
success to many other dioceses, including
Chichester.  The PGS is confidential, reliable
and your details are protected throughout by
data protection legislation.  

Already fifteen parishioners have recognised the
benefits of the PGS and have ‘signed up’ –
I hope that I can add you to that happy band.

Jim Tomsett

STOP ME AND BUY ASK FOR ONE!
The Parish Giving Scheme is up and running… 

and Jim Tomsett is after your ‘custom’

The winners of the October
2015 100’s Club draw were:
1st 16 Hayley Dean £40 
2nd 42 David Powney £20 
3rd 84 Mia Hopkins £10
We are still looking for more members. 
The cost is £2 per month with the draw taking
place on the last Sunday of the month.
Subject to numbers, prizes range from £40 for
first prize, £20 for second and £10 for third.
Please contact me for details. Steve Gilbert
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Family Support Work has celebrated 125 years 
of working with families in Sussex!

The 2015 AGM was held in the Old Kitchen at the
Bishop’s Palace in Chichester. Bishop Martin spoke
about how her sees the role of FSW in the future. 
There was also a special service when 400 supporters
filled the cathedral to give thanks for the work of FSW.
FSW has listened to the diocesan response to supporting
Syrian refugees and is making available its workers to
assist in the settlement of Syrian refugees in Sussex.

And now nearer home…
FSW has pledged to supply 125 hampers for needy
families this Christmas. We will be having our usual
collection of goodies at St Saviour’s on Advent Sunday
29th November when Santa’s sack will be in the
Baptistery from 8am – 12noon. Whatever you can 
spare would be greatly appreciated. Sweets, chocolate,
tins of biscuits, tinned ham and salmon, savoury snacks,
cranberry sauce, Christmas pudding, bottles of soft
drinks and juice, toiletries for all ages, puzzles and 
games for the whole family.

Thank you in advance for your care and generosity.

Mary T



The new style magazine is going from strength
to strength. Thanks to a dedicated advertising
sales team, we now have a significant
advertising contribution to help fund our
publication and boost our circulation.

The aim of the publication is to take the life 
and faith of St Saviour’s out into the local
community. To do that, we not only need to
increase our circulation even further, but we
need interesting and stimulating content from 
all of us.  

There have been many initiatives to help this
already: six of the best; mystical and spiritual
experiences; letters; poems; the tingle factor, as
well as articles and series of general and
religious interest – but we need more!

If the magazine is going to thrive, we need to
raise our game and have more and varied
content. During the interregnum, our Hon Asst

Priests are happy to continue to provide the
spiritual content of the magazine, but this needs
to be bolstered by the laity. So if you can,
consider contributing something over the
coming months – put ‘pen to paper’ or
preferably ‘clatter the keyboard’ and turn out a
short musing, start a debate, report on some
chit-chat, review a book, send in an extract
from something significant you have read in a
magazine or newspaper, draw a cartoon or
send in one you have seen that amuses you
and is relevant to church life.  It may not be
published the month it is submitted, but as long
as it is not libelous, or too contentious, it will be
published with as little editing as possible.

The church magazine is our mouthpiece, our
voice to visitors and our community. It needs to
be representative of all of our views, troubles,
joys and talents. 

It’s your magazine – by you and for you. 
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What next for the Magazine?



In mid-September; twenty-one Bishops
from the Northern Province came to the
Diocese of Sheffield to co-lead a weekend
of mission that went under the title
‘Crossroads’ – I love going on missions, 
and I had a great team and an enormous
amount of fun. But the feature of that
mission that gave me the greatest pride and
joy was something that had nothing to do
with me at all. It was the way that the
Catholics of this Diocese threw themselves
body, heart, and soul into the event. 

In the Deaneries some of the most confident and
ambitious evangelism was done by the Catholic
Parishes. The Catholics were prominent in
offering hospitality and in taking a full share in

the leadership and organisation of the event.
There were serried ranks of Anglo-Catholic
clergy and laypeople at the opening and closing
services, even though the worship wasn’t
exactly to our taste. 

I was thrilled, but on reflection, the sad truth is
that, in the past twenty or thirty years, Catholic
parishes have rarely been at the forefront of the
Church’s evangelistic life. In fact, the complete
opposite has all too often been the case. We
have a reputation nationally for not joining in, for
being behind the curve when it comes to playing
our part in growing the Church. And whilst it is
unfair statistically, we also have a reputation for
running small, declining parishes that are
struggling financially and are often, arguably,
unviable. In the contemporary Church of
England the phrase ‘Anglo-Catholic’ is usually
synonymous with weak, declining, and
unengaged. 

So why do we have this bad reputation? Why do
we run so many struggling churches? It’s partly
the uncertainty of the past twenty years which
has frozen many clergy in time and provided
excuses for two decades of inactivity. It’s partly
a tendency to put correctness and liturgical
purity above accessibility and the evangelistic
imperative of creating liturgies which answer
contemporary questions. 

But it seems to me that these factors, though
often cited, are exaggerated and increasingly
rare. I have visited very large numbers of Anglo
Catholic parishes and, whilst some are declining
and some have a leadership who aren’t sure
what to try next or have become disillusioned,
very few – if any – don’t care about the size of
their congregations, and very few are doing
nothing whatsoever about growth. Many
parishes are doing excellent things and trying
very hard to reach out with the Gospel. I also
suspect that if you did a proper comparison, the

9

The Lord’s song in a strange land 
An abridged extract from an article by Rt Rev Philip North,  Bishop of Burnley 
on reclaiming Catholic evangelism: New Directions: November 2015
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rate of decline in Catholic parishes would be no
faster than in others. 

Actually it seems that much of the problem is
down to misunderstanding. Quite simply I think
we can’t find ourselves in the C of E’s dialogue
about evangelism. We simply don’t recognise or
relate to the language that the Anglican mission
industry has adopted. And that is then
interpreted as non-engagement. 

I was at the College of Bishops last week, and
Fresh Expressions was inevitably on the agenda.
The Director spoke at us for 45 minutes.
Helpfully and in a rare moment of self-
perception he started with a glossary, but
nonetheless I did not understand a single word
he said. Lay leadership, hubs, pioneers, evolving
church, new monasticism, missional areas -a
vast vocabulary has arisen and I don’t know
what any of it means. In fact I’m not sure I really
want to know what a lot of it means. 

And the trouble is that as Catholics with a
scriptural and sacramental  understanding of
evangelism that is rooted in the tradition, we just
can’t find ourselves in any of this. The language
passes us by. And because we can’t speak or
recognise the language, people presume we
aren’t doing anything. They think we can’t be
bothered; whereas in fact we don’t understand. 

But whilst the language matters, as Catholics we
actually have a very different and usually
unexplored understanding of what evangelism
is; and so also of what we are trying to do when
we evangelise. The fashion in the mission
industry is to play down tradition. ‘Springboard’
in the 1990s and early 2005, implied that
evangelism, is an area of Church life where
tradition should just fade away. and that’s rather
the line presumed today by Fresh Expressions
and Messy Church. 

But it just won’t do to play down or ignore what
are vast differences in the way traditions think
about and do evangelism. As Catholics, the way
we understand what we’re doing when we
evangelise is profoundly different from what
Evangelicals understand themselves to be

doing. And we have lost confidence in Catholic
evangelism because we have failed to analyse
that difference. What lies behind this attempt to
erode the differences is a presumption that
tradition is really only about style or taste; that it
is about what turns you on spiritually. For some
people it’s guitars; for others it’s chasubles; for
still others it’s Celtic chant or mindfulness. 

Tradition is much more than style. The Oxford
Movement emanated from a group of clerics who
wore only choir dress, and went to Mattins and
preached for over an hour. What unites us with
them is not style, but theology. Tradition is not
about taste. It is about the whole business of
how we engage with God - we find, understand,
and worship Him in his Church.  We may very
happily co-exist in a Church that embraces
different traditions and indeed enjoy that
diversity. But that doesn’t alter the fact 
that within that diversity there is profound
theological difference. And if, in the words of
Rowan Williams, pure theology is about the
contemplation of God, and if evangelism is about
bringing people to that point of contemplation,
then our evangelism is going to be as different as
our theology. And as Catholics we won’t
rediscover our evangelistic soul until we
understand that difference and take pride in it. 

What is Catholic evangelism? What is distinctive
about it? I was at a workshop given by a very
intense evangelical about the process by which
someone comes to faith. He put on the projector
screen a diagram of the stages of conversion. 
At the bottom was ‘being far away from God;
above that was ‘meeting a Christian; then it was
‘asking questions; ‘attending a nurture course;
‘making a commitment:; and so on. And he
talked through these, revealing the stages one
by one on the screen with a nice little piece of
clipart. Finally we got to the very top when a
former non-believer finally becomes a fully-
fledged, fully converted, signed up, doubt-free
Christian. And what was the image at the very
top? A picture of a wallet. The sign that
someone has been converted is that they have
filled out the standing order form. Now imagine if
we did that exercise as Catholics. What would
the picture at the very top of the diagram be?
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Our extensive range of high quality health foods, beverages, dairy free,
vegan, vegetarian and everyday essentials provides you with everything
that’s naturally good for mind, body and spirit! 

You can also buy toiletries and household products 
from us that are good for you, and the environment.

PLUSA RANGE OFHEALTHYSNACKS!Sunny Foods 10-12 South Street  Eastbourne BN21 4XF   Tel: 01323 725200

Surely not a wallet; rather, a chalice. When we
evangelise, what we’re trying to do is to bring
people to Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Why? Because the purpose of our lives is to
gaze upon the being of the Godhead and so
experience for all eternity the perfect joy which
comes from right relationship with Him. The
heart of the Gospel is that we have access to the
Father through the gracious death of the Son. In
the Eucharist, we share in the process and
glimpse the goal of that saving work. At the altar
we feed on the saving power of the cross and
are set free to be the people God calls us to be
as the blood and the water flows from the
wounds of Christ and liberates us. At the altar
we anticipate our life’s purpose, which is the
pure contemplation of God as we gaze and
adore and consume the bread of heaven. 
The Eucharist is at one and the same time the
means and the goal of our redemption. In the
Eucharist we are most fully ourselves: drawn into
perfect relationship with God and with each
other, sharing in the ceaseless praise of the

heavenly host. In the contemporary church there
are many highly influential voices who would
argue that the Eucharist is too complicated, too
excluding, too bound up in tradition to have
relevance or power in a post-Christian world. If a
church is serious about growth, they would
argue, the worship needs to be accessible,
inclusive and thus non-Eucharistic. It is hard to
imagine a more profound misunderstanding
either of the Eucharist or of the ministry of
evangelism. There is no doubt that non-
Eucharistic worship has its place, and that
resources such as Messy Church can be useful
tools in connecting with families and children.
But these things can only ever be the beginning
of the road to conversion. We may use them to
make new contacts, but we are failing people
unless we then invite them along the road that
leads to the altar. To deny people the Eucharist,
to argue that a couple of clapping songs and a
badge making workshop represent the fullness
of Christian life, is patronising and insulting. Our
task is to bring people to Jesus in the Eucharist.  

To be continued…
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Margaret Gunn was a true clergy wife. She
touched most of church life at St Saviour’s 
– one way or another. Now that she and
Jeffery have taken their long overdue
retirement, something of a void has been 
left in the ‘well oiled’ mechanism that is our
community here at St Saviour’s.

Steps were being taken before Margaret left, to
cover a number of the jobs she undertook in the
church – managing the church room, reading,
intercessions, Easter garden, photocopying etc.
and  a lot of these tasks have been re-allocated
or passed on to volunteers that have already
come forward.

However, even when Margaret was still here and
running the Events/Catering Group, this team
had dwindling support. Now that she has gone,
there are only three members left in the group
and although others come forward on an ad hoc
basis, three people is not really enough to

organise and run such an important function
well. So there is a need for volunteers to swell
the ranks of this rather lean, but important,
team of workers.  

One of the existing members has volunteered 
to head up the Events Group, but they are going
to need our support if we are to maintain the
variety and frequency of events to our current
high standards. No experience is necessary,
and there are lots of things that need to be
done that do not involve cooking! 

However, if desired, training in basic culinary,
waiting, serving, clearing and front of house
skills can be given – you could even work
towards a hygiene certificate if you are really
keen! 

Please give this some thought and a proper call
for volunteers will be made in the New Year,
when the whole events cycle will start in ernest.

Life after Margaret…
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This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times.



Little Christmas In Little Chelsea 
Grove Road and South Street
4pm - 10pm Friday 4th December 2015

Santa’s Winter Wonderland Grotto 
Old Stable Mews, South Street
4pm - 9pm Fri 4th December 
4.30pm - 7pm Sat 5th to Sun 13th December

Light Show 
Town Hall, Grove Road
4.30pm, 5.30pm and 6.30pm 
Fri 4th to Sun 13th December

Eastbourne’s annual Christmas extravaganza
‘Little Christmas In Little Chelsea’ will launch a
week of fun and entertainment in the popular
town centre shopping quarter this December.

This family event will begin in Grove Road and
South Street, which will be closed to traffic for
the evening, at 4pm on Friday 4 December and
go on until late, with a host of entertainment,
food and drink, late night shopping and market
stalls.

Santa will be in residence at his Winter
Wonderland Grotto in the Old Stable Mews in
South Street, with its specially lit path,
Christmas trees and falling snow 4.30pm-7pm
every day until Sunday 13 December.

Entertainment on the night will include music
from a local band, singalong Christmas carols
every hour by South Street Free Church, displays
from morris dancers, costumed characters,
juggling, stilt-walking and fire-eating, as well as
children’s workshops in circus skills, such as
plate spinning. There will also be real reindeer to
feed and pet, a funfair and Disney Frozen’s
princess Elsa not to mention Sovereign FM.

The Under Ground Theatre beneath Eastbourne
Central Library will hold a festive art and craft
fair and Christmas karaoke on the night, as well
as offering mulled wine and champagne
cocktails and the opportunity to make a
wooden reindeer to take home.

The switching on of Little Chelsea’s Christmas
lights at 4.30pm will be followed by the magical
light show, which will be projected onto the
Town Hall clock tower to commemorate and tell
the story of the 700 years of Eastbourne’s
market charter, accompanied by carol singing
and music from the Salvation Army Band. The
light show will be repeated at 4.30pm, 5.30pm
and 6.30pm every day until 13 December.

Grove Road and South Street will be closed
between 4.30pm and 7pm on Saturday 5 to
Sunday 13 December and visitors will also be
treated to late night shopping during which
children will have the opportunity to win prizes
finding ‘Elves on the Shelves’ of Little Chelsea
shops and collecting their names.

But where are we in all of this...? I suppose we
are providing a backdrop by opening on the
evening of 4th December, but we ought to be
more involved in this annual event, particularly
as we have such a large presence in South
Street! Too late to do more this year, but we
should be thinking ahead for next year and
consider creating an attraction which will herald
our 150th anniversary year - which is certainly
something to shout about. Any ideas?

14

Christmas in Little Chelsea 2015 

Source: littlechelseaeb.co.uk
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www.hartreade.co.uk FREE PARKING

Meads 01323 407577
Eastbourne 01323 727321
Polegate 01323 487051
Hailsham 01323 841481

A Will can also:

� Specify any particular wishes you may have
for your funeral 

� Show how you wish your estate to be
distributed  

� Confirm to whom, and in what proportions,
you wish your residuary estate to be
distributed 

� Ensure that assets are kept within a family
and help to avoid disputes

� Reduce an inheritance tax bill. 

In today’s society the structure of the family is
changing and it is even more important that 
your estate passes to your chosen beneficiary.
Without a valid Will in place you will die ‘intestate
‘and the rules of intestacy will specify how your
estate will be distributed. 

Should your estate be distributed under the rules
of intestacy, it could be given to relatives you
neither know nor like and in some circumstances
your estate can even pass to the Crown. 

Furthermore, partners who have been living
together for many years, but who have not entered
into marriage or civil partnership are not
recognised at all under the rules of intestacy. But
by having a valid Will you get to choose who
benefits.    

It is important to keep a Will updated. And you
should consider whether your executors will
continue to be available and suitable. So, It may
be preferable to appoint grown up children or 
a solicitor as executor. If your executors or
beneficiaries change address it will not invalidate
your Will, but it can make them hard to locate. 

Finally changes to the law with regard to
inheritance tax mean it may be appropriate to
update your Will to ensure your estate is more
tax efficient. 

What is a Will?
A Will is a legal document that confirms how you wish your
property, personal possessions, savings and investments
to be distributed upon your death. For a Will to be valid the
maker of the Will must have the necessary mental capacity
at the time they make their Will and be signed by them in
the presence of two independent witnesses. It is usual to
include the appointment of executors who will have the
duty of proving your Will and ensuring your wishes are
carried out. 
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As I type this I am knee-deep in music for
Advent and Christmas; stuff for the Carol
Service, stuff for the concert and all the
music for the Masses which take place
between now and the New Year. There’s a lot
to play and a lot to sing AND a lot to learn.

Since Fr. J’s departure it’s been a relatively 
quiet time and this has given us the opportunity
to start looking at the music for the Christmas
season. It’s quite a different balance this. As 
I have said before, this is a time when people
like to come back to the familiar; they don’t
want any nasty surprises when they turn up to
sing their favourite carols and listen to their
favourite readings. It’s my job, indeed that of
any choir director, to slowly introduce the
congregation to new music and at the same
time provide that security that is all too elusive
for many at other times of the year.

As ever, the choir is working very hard to deliver
some great music for you and I am very grateful
to them for their efforts.

I would like to remind you of the concert 
which is to be held in St Saviour’s on the 
22nd December at 7.30. Do come along to this.

It is NOT a carol service but a concert of
Christmas Music put together by Shirley and me.
We pressgang singers, soloists, readers and the
most fabulous brass band. These all combine to
provide an event which is not only brilliant fun
but also very satisfying and, for those of you that
notice these things, there is an underlying
Christmas message…of course there is!!

Apart from imploring you to come along, 
I would also ask for donations of mince pies.
These will be served with mulled wine
immediately after the concert. At £8.00 it’s
excellent value (free for under 12s). Put it in 
your diaries!!

The other news is that, as many will have
noticed, a grand piano has miraculously
appeared in the church. Actually there was
nothing miraculous about it; it involved a lot 
of shoving, lifting, head scratching and, yes,
swearing to get it into the building. I am very
grateful to St Andrew’s URC who have let 
us have it on long term loan while their
arrangements are being sorted out for a new
church building. It makes such a difference 
to have a real piano sound and I am looking
forward to hearing it at concerts in the coming
weeks and months. You will be able to hear it
on the 7th December at my brother’s lunchtime
concert.

My next ‘blast’ won’t be heard ‘til the new year
so, Happy Christmas,’ everyone!!

Dates for your diaries: 
7th December
Song Recital by Ian Collins 
(accompanied Brian Steer)
22nd December 
Christmas Gala Concert at 19.30 (7.30pm)
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CHAPS BARBERSCHAPS BARBERS

56 Grove Road
Eastbourne 
BN21 4UD

07895 181

HAIR CUTTING

Gentlemen

£7
Children
£6

Seniors
£5Gentlemen

£7
Children
£6

Seniors
£5

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Stay in touch 
and contribute 
to the buzz…
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We’re in an
interregnum and how

grateful we are to the
Assistant Priests. Nothing
has changed except the
presence of a vicar. Stuart

our sacristan knows every millimetre of the
Church and where and when things happen
so the standard remains high. Two or three
clergy from other Churches are helping out
on the daily, weekday services and what a
lovely surprise to see Fr David Musson back
where he belongs in S Saviour’s lady chapel. 

Fr Christopher celebrated his birthday, but as it
was Remembrance Sunday he understandably
decided not to have wine this year. This month’s
organ recital was memorable in more way than
one. The organ was played in an amazing way
and Flash was in the congregation sitting
upright with his nose pointing toward the roof.
You don’t know Flash? He came with his owner
and is a large, beautifully behaved, black and
white border collie. 

Stephanie and Chris’ daughter Leigh was
married in her local Church and the pictures on
Facebook show it to have been a stunning day.
Judy Grundy’s son and daughter in law came
over from Germany and had their marriage
blessed in the Lady Chapel by Fr Jeffery. At the
time of writing we are preparing for the marriage
blessing of Duncan and Marie-Paule which
will be conducted by Fr Christopher.
The next day, after the 10.30am
Mass for Christ the King we
are going down the road to
have lunch in the Italian
Restaurant. This is a first and
everyone is looking forward to
it. No cooking or washing up. Yes!

Have you seen our new piano? Our DOM
obtained it from St Andrew’s Church which has
just closed. It’s  a Steinway so we’re getting
posh. Apparently the piano removal men turned
up and discovered it wouldn’t get through 
St Andrew’s Door and the legs wouldn’t come
off. Help! Our DOM was on hand and joined the
other 5 chaps to turn it on its side and it was
carried through the door sideways. The other
piano in S Saviour’s Church, donated by
Barbara Fisher, has now gone into the 
Church Room where it will be a great asset.

Many thanks to Fred who came down from
Norfolk to give an evening tour of the Church 
to a group of people. Our purse contained £50
after they’d gone.

Did you see Liz Tardif’s face the other Sunday?
She won the beautiful Dolly Day Dream The
Second and couldn’t wait to give it to her
granddaughter. Thank you Adrienne for these
lovely raffle prizes.

Did you know there is to be a concert in Church
on the evening of 22nd December? It sounds
like real fun with a brass band from Lewes,
choir (some of our choristers will be in it),
readings and all sorts of fun. Don’t quote me
but I think there will be mulled wine
and nibbles afterwards. Do get a
ticket. All profit will go toward
the upkeep of our dear, old

organ whose account
is written in red at

the moment.

Have  a
meaningful Advent

and a wonderful, peaceful
Christmas. TTFN. 

Eve’s
Droppings
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Dates for your Diary December
Tues 1 12 noon Mass Feria

Wed 2 10.30am Mass Feria CBS Corporate Communion

Thurs 3 10.30am Mass S. Francis Xavier

Fri 4 12 noon Mass S. John Damascene

Sat 5 09.00am Mass Feria

Sun 6 Second Sunday of Advent 08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 7 10.30am Mass S. Ambrose   Lunchtime Recital 1.00pm

Tues 8 12 noon Mass The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wed 9 10.30am Mass Feria

Thurs 10 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 11 12 noon Mass S. Damascus

Sat 12 09.00am Mass Our Lady of Gaudalupe

Sun 13 Third Sunday of Advent 08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 14 10.30am Mass S. John of the Cross

Tues 15 12 noon Mass Feria

Wed 16 10.30am Mass Feria

Thurs 17 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 18 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 19 09.00 Mass Feria

Sun 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent 08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 21 10.30am Mass Feria

Tues 22 12 noon Mass Feria Walsingham Cell

Wed 23 10.30am Mass Feria

Thurs 24 Christmas Eve 10.30am Mass 
4.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols   11.30pm Midnight Mass

Fri 25 The Nativity of our Lord 08.00am Mass of the Dawn 
10.30am Solemn Mass of Christmas Day

Sat 26 09.00am Mass S. Stephen

Sun 27 The Holy Family 08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 28 10.30am Mass Holy Innocents

Tues 29 12 noon Mass S. Thomas Becket

Wed 30 10.30am Mass 6th Day of the Christmas Octave

Thurs 31 10.30am Mass 7th Day of the Christmas Octave
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers Telephone
Vicar Vacant - Inter Regnum

The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA   
Hon Assistant Clergy Rev Christopher Hadfield, BA 422050

Canon Charles Lansdale BA 646655
Rev Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399
Rev John Wright BSc Cert Ed 723584
Canon Robert Fayers 07706 067496

Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 01323 645145
Mr John Bourdon 729142

Deputy Churchwarden Mrs Pauline Fella 656346
Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy 720577
Treasurer Miss Mary Delves 735410 
Electoral Roll Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646 
Secretary Planned Giving Mr Michael Brennan 504731 

Other Officers 
Director of Music Mr Paul Collins 647969 
Parish Hospital Contact Mr Richard Elliott 872168
Sacristan/Servers Mr Stuart Burns 500585
Bookstall Manager Miss Jane Pinching 894414
Caring and Sharing Mrs Pat James 721061
Car Park Manager Mr Steve Gilbert 469078
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Za Crook 729059
Churches Together Mrs Pat James 721061

Mrs Beverly Cochran 434785
Deanery Synod Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent 

Mr John Bourdon
Family Support Work Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646

Mr Robert Ascott 728892
Librarian Mr David Thorpe 486214
Guild of All Souls Miss Lis Trustam 504909
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent 725796
Open Church Vacant
Our Lady of Walsingham Miss Mary Delves 735410
100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert 469078 
Vestry (unmanned) 729702

Church Organisations and when they meet 
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam – Call for details  504909 
Book Group  Rev Nick MacNeill 485399
Church Cleaning  Mrs Rita Orchard – Tuesdays from 9am  723375
Church Grounds  Mr John Burford 724317
Flower Arrangers Mrs Rita Orchard – Fridays from 9am  01323 723375
Social Committee  Vacant

Disclaimer:  The Vicar and Editor do not necessarily agree with all the views expressed in this Magazine. Please note that all articles
are copyright to the author and may not be reproduced in any form or medium without the written permission of the author or Editor.


