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Church Services
Sundays 
8.00 Low Mass

10.30 Solemn Mass and Sermon 
followed by refreshments 
in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am; 
Tues and Fri 12noon; Sat 9.00am

Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass, as above Sung Mass: 7.30pm.
Mattins and Evensong are said daily at 
8.30am and 5.30pm unless otherwise 
indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day
or night. The Holy Oil is available for those who
wish to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
A priest is usually available to hear Confessions
or for Spiritual Advice on Fridays at 11.30am 
or by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
Arrangements for Baptisms, Banns of 
Marriage, Weddings and Funerals 
should be made with the Vicar. 

Facebook
/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

The church is open from 8.30am each day 
and a team of volunteers is available to answer
questions etc from 10am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open
while there is a volunteer on duty. 

The Parish Magazine is published on the
last Sunday of the month. 

Matter for publication should be sent to
jtgunn@tiscali.co.uk. See Pew Sheet 
for Magazine deadline.

Articles should be no longer than 
750 words. News items or Reports should
be factual and no longer than 150 words. 

Articles are copyright to the author and the
Editor’s decision is final. 

stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church
website and it is managed by Fred Reeve
(fredrreeve@hotmail.com) to whom
matter for the site should be sent. 

Cover: Helsby Beacon



September is a time when everything can
seem brand new. For young people there is
the challenge of a new year at school – for
some a double challenge of a new year in a
new school. For others, a newness in
entering higher education. 

In many walks of life the time immediately after
August and its summer holidays can be a fresh
start. Newspapers notoriously treat August as
the silly season when nothing important seems
to happen. (Except – see later in this Magazine)
September is different. Christianity prizes 
the concept of faithfulness, but what does
‘faithfulness’ mean when everything seems 
to change so fast? 

I recently received an invitation to return to my
old theological college at Mirfield to attend a
function – I didn’t go – but I came across a
prayer which was used by the Community after
Compline, ‘Almighty and everlasting God, who
made your Church to be of one heart and one
soul in the power of the Resurrection and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Keep her evermore
in her first love…’. Our faithfulness, in the end,
is to our first love: Jesus - and nothing and no-
one else. He comes to us new each time, new
in every communion, new in every encounter,
new as he was in Mary’s womb and in her arms.
And yet he has always been there. 

St. Augustine puts it like this: ‘Late have I loved
you, beauty so ancient and so new: late have I
loved you… You called and cried out loud and
shattered my deafness. You were radiant and
resplendent, you put to flight my blindness.’  

The image of the Cross is pertinent this month.
The iconography of the Cross of Jesus has
often confused people. In Christian art crosses
come in all possible sizes and styles. The jewel-
encrusted cross of an Orthodox Patriarch or the
one set into the crown used by kings and
queens of our own country represent one
extreme. The gnarled and jagged tree-stump
with a cross-beam lashed to it that we find in

late mediaeval art might be the other extreme.
Christian art offers us all points in between. 

Look around St. Saviour’s and you will see a
wide range of crosses, either in stained glass or
mosaics or just on the wall. The smaller crosses
which we might use to help us in our own
prayers display a bewildering range of
approaches. Some people pray with a little
cross for holding in the hand, usually carved out
of a single piece of wood and worn smooth by
hours of prayer. Others will have a crucifix on
the end of their Rosary; others will have a gold
or silver cross on a chain around their neck. 

You may have seen the gold cross in my 
lapel – the Cross or emblem of the Society of
the Holy Cross. There is a huge variety of
figures of Christ on these crosses. One extreme
is Christ in Majesty, perhaps in Mass vestments
and crowned as Universal King. He extends his
arms to the world as if in blessing, a serene
expression on his face. The other extreme is the
all too realistic crucified body of a dying man
that we see particularly in the art of the
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Renaissance and Baroque. In those pictures the
blood of Jesus runs down the gnarled wood 
of a realistic Cross. One extreme speaks of
Christ’s eternal majesty and the cosmic
significance of his sacrifice. The other speaks 
of the human cost paid by the Word made Flesh
on the day of his execution as his human body
was tortured to the end. Both these extremes
and the range in between have their place. We
must include both elements in our meditations. 

We must never forget the cost of Calvary.
Christ’s sufferings were utterly real. His blood
really flowed, and it flowed for us. But at the
same time we cannot stay with the misery
alone. Christians must recognise with joy, even
as we kneel at the feet of the Cross on Good
Friday, that here is the triumph of the love and
power of God. 

All this comes into focus this month with the
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 
14 September.

Fr Jeffery

Looking for a speaker for your
club, group, WI or society?

LADY CRABTREE’s
latest talk

‘HOW TO 
GROW OLD

DISGRACEFULLY’
is guaranteed to raise a laugh!

Enquiries 

T 01323 722338
E connie@ladycrabtree.co.uk
W www.ladycrabtree.co.uk

A Walsingham Day 
Once again we shall create our own little bit of Walsingham at St. Saviour’s with our
Annual Walsingham Day on Tuesday 8 September – The Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The day will begin at 11.45am with First Visit in the Baptistry
followed by Mass with laying on of hands and anointing at noon. After lunch (bring your
own – tea and coffee provided) Sprinkling in the Baptistry then Visual Rosary in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel. The day will conclude with Last Visit in the Chapel. 
Anyone is welcome to participate in all of some of the events.
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No, I’m a virgin in respect of Pilgrimages.  
In 73 years this was a first for me. Having
something of a Victor Meldrew reputation
which is a rather accurate description, I was
entering into unknown territory.

How would I manage a trip away with people I
only see on Sundays ? I needn’t have worried
as we bonded fairly quickly.

God didn’t seem to on our side at the start of
our journey as we had to detour via Bexhill as
the Coach driver had come without his wallet.

Still onwards and upwards and all went well
until the last half mile when the Sat Nav decided
to route us via a road which grew narrower and
narrower and the signs to Coach Park led us to
a closed gate.

Eventually we arrived and disembarked. 10/10
for accommodation.  The setting of the shrine is
superb. I felt immediately the peace and
spiritual atmosphere.

I had thought that it would be constant prayer
and meditation but the spiritual side was well
balanced with the secular activities which in
keeping with St Saviours tradition involved a
great deal of drinking. Interesting that the only
place we could get internet access was in the
Cafe Bar.

Services in the church were interesting. 
The opening Pilgrims Mass was to me Anglo
Catholicism meets Happy Clappy. I wasn’t inspired.
The Bishop liked the sound of his own voice and to
my mind was too matey. However, the candlelight
procession of Our Lady was very uplifting, as was
the Sprinkling of the water at the Well.

Our own private group services were much
more to my liking. The Daily Mass at 8am in
Holy House kickstarted the day. Makes me
ashamed of not attending the mid week masses
at home.

We were blessed with real hot sunny weather
throughout and as a result our Intercessions in the
Holy House were conducted in almost sauna bath
conditions. There are votive candles a plenty.

I did not avail myself of the sacrament of
confession as I felt that having not done so
previously the Priest would have had to have
meal trays sent in for the duration.

As if we had not had sufficient food and drink, the
Vicar arranged for a Cheese and Wine Party on
our last evening and as we had a Bishop friend of
his joining us, one of the cheeses was the
appropriately name Stinking Bishop - and it did.

Not everything took place at the Shrine. Sunday
morning Mass at the Parish Church was very
uplifting. Wonder if their Vicar would like
Eastbourne? Interesting that on the way back
through the village I passed a procession
forming up in the village square of Asian
Catholics – so, so colourful. Beautiful clothes
and the crucifix at the front garlanded in flowers.

Well the million dollar question... would I go again?
Surprisingly YES.  If we go next year – new Vicar –
I will be first to book. I also fancy a private weekend
there to do things at my pace and my order.

Sincere thanks to Mary for all the planning and
for Father Jeffery conducting the weekend.
Typical that on returning to the so called
Sunshine Coast it was pouring down with rain.
The sun had shone on the righteous.

John Vernon.

I’m a Virgin – I wish!
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Really, I don’t make this up. 

A question posed to a Vicar ‘up north’ – “should
a ‘transgender’ person be allowed a ceremony
of re-baptism?” The enquirer was originally
baptised as a baby girl and to him it was about
God knowing him by name.  The local vicar got
his deanery to pass a motion to be considered
at General Synod that some form of liturgical
materials be commended to mark a person’s
gender transition. Services are already being
performed. 

A 20 year old theological student formerly
called Nicola had a re-naming ceremony at his
local church. (He will, no doubt, be warmly
welcomed into the Church of England.) It was
based upon a rite used for a member of the
‘House for All Sinners and Saints’ in Denver
Colorado – a group of people ‘figuring out how
to be a liturgical, Christocentric, social-justice
oriented, queer-inclusive, incarnational,
contemplative, irreverent, ancient/future
church’. 

The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, a pastor of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is the
founder of the House for All Sinners and Saints.
In an interview she was described as a
‘recovering alcoholic and former stand-up
comic, covered in tattoos with a cussing
cadence.’ The problem is in thinking of a
change of name as re-baptism. Being baptised
does not establish the candidate as either male
or female. The essential words while water is
poured over the person are, “I baptise you in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.” This is usually preceded by the
name, but the baptism doesn’t establish the
name: it is not “I baptise you Mary,” but “Mary, 
I baptise you”.  Rev. Nadia holds an annual
blessing for bicycles, and why not? She blesses
people who change name or gender. This
should no more be thought of as a baptism than
being blessed with your bicycle should be seen
as marriage.

And yet more from our church leaders direct
from Lambeth Palace – a massive shake-up is
about to descend on the Church. Red-tape is to
be cut, procedures streamlined, and resources
optimised – targets have been set. 

The third rant according to Jeffery
Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber
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The Church is ill – and business management is
going to cure it. Two reforms have generated
headlines. One is the plan to use £100 million
from the Church’s investments to pay for more
clergy (what about my pension?). The other is to
give business-school training to bishops and
deans and, more controversially, to identify a
‘talent pool’ of future leaders – in the official
language, people ‘with exceptional strategic
leadership potential for Gospel, Kingdom and
Church impact’. 

Provoking anxiety is the emphasis on growth in
numbers. Half the central fund distributed to
help poorer dioceses is to be diverted to
support thriving projects. It seems the Church
of England’s vision is now more like that of 
Holy Trinity, Brompton in West London. One
university professor talks about the Alpha-
isation of the Church. No attempt is being paid
to those Anglicans who don’t go to church.
Ignore these people, who still care about the
institution and feel part of it, and you can’t
remain a national Church. 

The new approach is meant to ‘incentivise
church growth and innovation and flexibility’.
What about being focused simply on God? One
church observer thinks the reason clergy are
concerned about the reforms is that the bottom
line is – if you can’t get more punters in then
you have failed. Talented young clergy are in
despair, they say that head office doesn’t seem
to grasp what their ministry is really about. 
Did it ever? 

Unease is likely to be heightened by the
involvement of high-flying City Executives. 
One report has been written by the ex-chairman
of HSBC, another by a former chief executive of
Lloyds TSB Scotland. A third refers to a working
session requested by the Archbishop of
Canterbury with executives at Lloyds Bank. 
The idea of a ‘talent pool’ has come under
particularly withering attack. One theologian
said the priesthood is meant to be about
service, not self-promotion. The idea of such a
‘pool’ doesn’t have a theology.

Fr Jeffery

Harvest

Supper
and Quiz Night! 
(With a fish and chip supper)
26th September 

7 for 7.30pm

in the Church Room

Tickets £10
(including a glass of wine.) Follow us on facebook!

www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Stay in touch 
and contribute 
to the buzz…



8

A Spiritual Experience
A Spiritual Experience?  I don’t think I’ve
ever had one.  Have I?  I suppose there was
the time at school – a very long time ago –
when I joined the Scripture Union, but only
because they wanted someone to play the
piano to accompany the hymns.  Or was that
God’s way of introducing Himself to me?
Was that a spiritual experience?

At the same time I joined the school choir to
lead the singing in ‘Chapel’ – the daily service
that was the prelude to the school day – but
only because I enjoyed singing.  Was that also a
spiritual experience?  

Then there was the time when the BBC
broadcast the weekly Sunday morning service,
which they did in those days, from our local
church.  I had never been inside the church
because none of my family were churchgoers,
but as I was a member of the church’s amateur
dramatic group I was among those asked to
read at this service.  But I only did it so that I
could be on the telly.  Or was this God
reminding me that He was still around?  Was
this a spiritual experience?  

If it was, then God decided to leave me to my
own devices for a while because I never thought
about Him or church for another twenty years.
By then I had become a professional actor, but
struggling to find work and living in a damp and
dreary bedsitter in Islington.  I had no money, no
real friends and no prospects.  In fact I was at
the lowest ebb I had ever been in my life.  

One Sunday, for no reason at all (or so I
thought), I decided I wanted to go to church.  
St Mary’s Islington was just round the corner, so
I put on my best suit (actually my only suit),
because I thought that was what you were
supposed to do, and went in.  I was greeted
warmly by someone at the door, but allowed to
sit wherever I liked, so naturally I skulked at the
back.  I can’t remember much about the
service, except that it wasn’t as intimidating as I
was afraid it might be, and at the end I just got

up to go home.  The vicar was at the door
greeting people, but broke off to have a very
friendly chat with me and then introduced me to
a couple of other people.  They were equally
friendly and soon I found myself opening up as if
I’d known them for years.  To my utter
astonishment they asked me if I would like to
continue the conversation over lunch, and within
half an hour I found myself in their house eating
a splendid Sunday roast and talking about
everything under the sun.  When I eventually left,
they simply said “See you next week”, as if I’d
been going to their church for years. 

Was this a
spiritual
experience?  
It was certainly
the start of my
church life as I
continued going
to St Mary’s for as
long as I lived in
London,
encouraged by
Tom and Tricia,
who turned out to
be the church
warden and his
wife and with
whom I have kept
in touch ever since.  I also started getting acting
work, so my professional life kicked off at the
same time.  Was this just coincidence?

Looking back now over thirty years later, I have
no doubt that God led me into St Mary’s that
day.  I have had a relatively successful acting
career and have been part of a church wherever
I have lived, culminating in my present sojourn
here at St Saviour’s. 

So maybe I have had a spiritual experience after
all.  Or maybe, although I haven’t always
realised it, my whole life has been one long
spiritual experience.  

David Horne
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The balance between
work and rest
Bishop Martin writes....
September and the return to school or college suggests 
that the holiday season is over and it’s back to work. 

For many people that is indeed the reality.  And for students of all ages the return from
holiday will also present questions about the future.  Going into a new class, starting  a new
school or even the first day at school, these are all things that direct our attention to this
aspect of our lives - the future.

One of the things that I hope does not get left behind, however, is the experience of the
school holidays as an important part of the rhythm of our life. 

I was recently reading the outline in Leviticus 23 of the instruction God gives to the people
of Israel for their festival times.  This outline is shaped by the experience of a settled
community that is dependent on the routines of agricultural life.  What struck me most was
the emphasis on proper rest as part of the routine of human labour.

As with all the regulations of the holiness codes that the Old Testament details for us, the
regulations are not ends in themselves.  For this reason, they can still be a source of
wisdom to our modern, global, technologically precocious age. 

The regulations God gives to Israel are intended to build good relationships between us as
human beings and God as our creator.  But no less important are the relationships that we
build with each other in society, and with those who are the stranger or alien in our midst.

Looking to the future, I hope that all of us, whatever stage of life we have reached, will be
mindful of the balance between labour and rest that is God’s intention for us.  The times of
rest are not “nothing time”; they are opportunities for social and spiritual expansion.

Building the social capital of a community, sustaining the strength and emotional
intelligence of our family relationships, learning to know ourselves, exploring the scope of
our spiritual health and wisdom in relation to God  - practising the call to know, love, follow
Jesus: these are all symptoms of what a balanced life should look like for the Christian
person of any age.

So as a new academic year prompts us all to consider the future, take the opportunity to
consider what balance you will have in the future you face.  Seek to ensure space of the
festivity of time for God, family, yourself, and your neighbour, and
thereby allow the joy of the gospel to determine the image of Jesus
Christ that others see in you. 

+ Martin
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The people were astonished at Jesus’
teaching, for he taught them as one who
had authority, and not as the Scribes
(Mark 1.22).

In matters of faith, the question of authority is
very important. Much must be taken on trust.
On whom or on what do we rely? Whom or
what do we believe? Against what criteria can
we test our beliefs? To whom or to what do
we look? Yes, of course we look to God, but
where and how do we find God’s guidance
and precepts? Where is the repository of his
thoughts? To what authority should we
appeal? How does God speak to us?

The first answer is that God speaks in and
through Holy Scripture, in and through the
Bible. The Bible is ‘The Word of God’, and on
those grounds many Christians see it as
infallible. But this is simplistic. The Word of
God was not dictated by God, but conveyed
to us in a great variety of ways, and by a
great variety of authors, and the writer has
never existed who has not allowed his own
prejudices, bias and character to influence
his use of the material to hand. There are
inconsistencies and errors in the Bible which
it is impossible to ignore, gloss over or
explain away by sophistry. Literalism and
pedantry are no substitutes for a living faith.
Our Lord himself saw, not the letter of the
Scriptures, but the spirit.

Since the nineteenth century the Bible has
been subjected to intense examination and
criticism, which have revealed treasures
hitherto latent and unsuspected. Our faith
has more to fear from fundamentalism than
from scholarship. The Bible has to be read
and understood in a mature way. It should be
incumbent upon us to study and to know the
Bible, and to appreciate all the great depths
of spiritual experience which lie behind the
written words  ‘The Word behind the words’
as Canon D W Gundry memorably described
it. Only if we keep an open mind will those
riches divulge themselves. Too much damage
has been done in the past by those who
maintained that (for example) Galileo and
Darwin were wrong because they contradicted
the Bible. Unlike the Scribes, we are not
‘bibliolaters’. We worship God, not a text.

The second way in which God speaks to us
is through the Church, through tradition. It is
unreasonable to suppose that the work of the
Holy Spirit ceased with the Bible. The Holy
Spirit continues to guide the Church.
Tradition enhances and extends the Bible,
though the Bible must correct and restrain
tradition where necessary. There is always a
need for new insights, new understanding,
new interpretations to suit succeeding
generations, but any attempt (as has
happened in comparatively recent times) to
add to the corpus of dogma which is rooted
in Scripture is fraught with difficulty, wholly
unnecessary and very divisive. Let it suffice
that the Church and tradition have
contributed so much of value in other fields
towards a deeper understanding of the
nature and character of God and inspiration,
in art and music, in science and medicine, in
ethics and philosophy. 

The third way in which God speaks to us is
through Reason, in which the concept of
Conscience may be included. It is surely the

Clergy Musings by Father Christopher

THE THREE PILLARS
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task of each of us to work out our own beliefs
in doctrine and ethics, not haphazardly or
lightly, but with reference to Scripture and
tradition, and after due consideration and
discussion of all the factors involved.
Experience moulds thought, and new
experiences generate new insights. Faith, or
rather our understanding of it, is not fixed
and immutable, but pliant, endlessly
changeable, and permanently open to new
influences.

Classical Anglicanism has always regarded
Scripture, Tradition and Reason as its three
pillars. The Tractarians and their
predecessors saw the Church of England as
a via media, a middle way between the Scylla

of Catholicism and the Charybdis of Dissent,
avoiding the excesses of each. 

Our Church has always prided itself on its
devotion to ‘Reason’, throughout its history
producing many superb scholars of all
shades of churchmanship (even among the
bishops, as John Wolters reminded us in his
fascinating and informative series for the
magazine). It remains to be seen whether
modern Anglicans will continue to adhere to
the same scholarly and tolerant principles,
but in these days of mindless ditties, arm-
waving, and endless diocesan ‘initiatives’ 
and ‘challenges’, the omens are not very
favourable.

Fr Christopher

Fr Jeffery’s last Service
Fr Jeffery’s last service will be 

Solemn Evensong and Benediction 
on 

Sunday 18th October 2015 at 4pm

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
We will be celebrating Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 27th September. There will be a list
for signing at the back of the Church for those wishing to decorate a windowsill or fill a
basket with any type of food or toiletries. Decorating will take place on Saturday morning
from 9.30am. All non perishable food will be delivered to the local Family Support Work
collection point after the service. Perishable food e.g. fruit, vegetables and bread will be
sold in the hall after the service, and the money raised and all money donations will also be
given to Family Support Work. Bread and cakes should be wrapped in cling film please. If
you’re going away that weekend please feel free to bring your offerings a week or two prior
to harvest and give to me. I look forward to seeing our Church building decorated to its
usual high standard. Mary T



So we had the bombshell. Father Jeffrey has
announced that he is retiring.  Of course we
all wish him and Margaret well and a very
long, happy retirement.  But do you have any
idea how long it takes for an organist to
break in a new priest…?  That said; now is
the time, first of all, to prepare some great
music, so that we can give them the best
send-off possible!

We now know that their last Sunday will be the
18th October.  That seems ages away but it will
come around very quickly.  I have very mixed
feelings about looking forward to the service of
Evensong and Benediction, which will be held
on that day.

Choir, watch out!  There’s lots to do.

July was a quieter month.  The new mass setting
is settling down well.  I can tell from the console
that the congregation is now singing along with
greater confidence.  It’s now nice to be able to
let the choir sing their parts in harmony with the
sopranos adding the descants.  This all adds to
the drama of the piece.

Jonathan Eyre came along to deliver his recital
on the 7th and, as promised, he didn’t
disappoint.  A fabulous recital delivered with
great panache and sensitivity.  Also it was great
to hear the Liszt ‘Ad Nos’ which is one of the
hardest works in the repertoire.  He will be back
again at some point next year. Look out for him.

Some of you will have noticed that I have, once
again, had a few problems with the organ.
There’s an intermittent electrical fault, which is
‘currently’ being investigated.  I hope that this
doesn’t mean that I have to keep climbing all
over the roof to get the thing started!

This brings me to my research into the history of
the organ.  Last month I told you about the
positioning of the organ in the north aisle of the
church in 1882. 

The organ remained there, pretty much
untouched until 1926.  Although the then
organist, James Dear, complained that the
playing position was hopeless because, being
buried in the pipework, he could not hear what
he was doing.  It was resolved that a new
detached console would be built so that the he
could get away from the pipes and hear
properly what was going on.

Unfortunately things were delayed and further
delayed by negotiations with the church
authorities and the outbreak of World War I. 

So, in 1926.  The gallery on the south side of
the chancel was built, following a generous
bequest, and the console was hoisted up onto
it.  The organist was said to be very happy
about it!!  And so he might!  The organ, which
was also slightly enlarged and modified, was by
this time approaching cathedral proportions and
must have been one of the finest in the land
outside our major towns and cities.

Details of the instrument, as it was then, can be
found on the church website and on our
Facebook page.  Sadly it only had a fourteen-
year life.  The Luftwaffe had other ideas and it
was blown up during an air raid in 1940. 
More of that next month.
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A Blast from 
the Console!

Jonathan Eyre
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The winners of the July
2015 100’s Club draw were:
1st 85 Liz Furlong £40 
2nd 82 Roger Emery £20 
3rd 32 Bernard Irving £10
We are still looking for more members. 
The cost is £2 per month with the draw taking
place on the last Sunday of the month.
Subject to numbers, prizes range from £40 for
first prize, £20 for second and £10 for third.
Please contact me for details. Steve Gilbert

But can I tell.
Now I’ve left this world and time
For a place I do not know,
My soul to rise from my body, so
How can it be, in hope and faith,
And knowing you will follow me
Like others, that have gone in silent wake;
Our life is like a guide,
So much good, so much bad, so much joy;
How much of this we cannot tell;
We ask where did yesterday go?
Now only words and memories call;
Someone may remember me,
Of what I said, or told or did;
But I know most of this will fade;
Yet will the past remain, will someone
Resurrect my time and let others know?
We all pass this way when our time has come,
Like the dark, like the light
In passing nights and days;
It’s best to tell, make the most of your life;
Our life it’s so individual and indivisible,
And yet we are intertwined;
We live to day, and find a way,
We ask tomorrow what will it hold,
For I’ve no longer eyes to see,
No sound or hands to hold;
But think of me now and then;
And if I can, I will of you, and this and that,
For like you I cannot promise, I cannot tell.

Ronald M Boyd March 2004

The Bells, the Bells Esmerelda
On Sunday 9 August a successful attempt
was made to ring a Peal at St. Saviours on 
10 bells to commemorate VJ Day. 

An experienced team or ringers from Sussex and
Kent came back to rounds after 5040 changes in 
3 hours and 6 minutes.  There were two complaints 
(3 if you count 2 from the same person.) I suspect 
the first complaint was from our regular moaning
neighbour, who half way through the attempt
claimed they had been ringing for four hours. The
second was from a female. Neither gave their names
and both hung up the telephone as I was explaining
the significance of the ringing. I am grateful to Peter
Bradford (a great friend of St. Saviour’s bells) for
supplying some addition information which might be
interesting to some of our readers.

There have been 23 peals at St Saviour. There
were 8 on the old 8 bells, the first being in
December 1890 and the last in April 1976. The
first peal on the 10 bells was in August 1988
and there were 12 further peals in the period up
to July 1997. There was a failed attempt for the
Millennium.  Since 2000 there have been only 
3 peals;  November 2007 by a mixed band of
visitors and Sussex ringers, June 2013 for the
60th anniversary of the Coronation and now the
one last week. Peter was in the team of the first
and third peals on the 10, the two most recent
ones and the failed Millennium attempt.

On average for an 8 or 10 bell tower one would
have expected about 1 peal per year so
perhaps 100-150 in the 130 years since 
St Saviour has had bells. Thus with only 
23 peals St Saviour’s has been a rare tower for
peal ringing. Just think of all those complaints
we have missed! Hearty congratulations and
many thanks on a wonderful  achievement.

Fr. Jeffery
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‘Summertime and the
livin’ is easy...!’ Yes, it

came today friends.

Well, David H celebrated his
birthday with wine and a very,

clever cake with masks all made by Paul Fella. 
It was great to see Paul
James at the celebration, but
as it was pouring with rain
Oliver the Westie decided he
didn’t want to get his coat wet
so stayed at home. Then
Michael and Margaret B
brought a beautiful cake to go with more wine to
celebrate their golden Wedding. Unfortunately
their cruise was cancelled due to lack of water
(Yes), but they will be going somewhere else
soon. I understand Andrew and Vicky’s wedding
was a beautiful occasion. Next the bell ringers
came to our tower to ring for the anniversary of
VJ Day, they seemed very confident in the hall
prior to ringing that they would have a good shot
at the 3 hours 10 minutes required. Well done
them. It is a shame our team has now
disappeared. If anyone new is interested do
have a word with Margaret Gunn who I think is
our sole survivor. 

Just when you hope things are swinging along
nicely the electricity decides not to go to the
organ. Twice recently I’ve seen our DOM
dashing down into the basement and then
clambering up a ladder to get to the organ
blower outside. Fortunately he manages to sort
things out but it’s no joke. when you’ve got
someone coming to give a recital or it’s time to
start Mass. It’s one of the few times when he
won’t be telling you a joke. The recitals have
been excellent so far this year. I particularly
relaxed to the Baroque music of Trio Amici. 

Welcome back little Horatio, we were sorry to
hear that you had been unwell. It is good to see
that the Sunday stall has been adding little bits
to the Roof Repair Appeal. I understand the last
raffle raised £118. Well done all. 

I am going to mention another unsung hero or is
it 2? You all know Roger who sings bass in our
choir, well he has a companion called Toby.
Toby has very thick long hair described as
sable, or known by some people as lion
colouring and he is a 71⁄2 years old Pekingese.
Toby takes Roger to Manor Hall Nursing Home
where they meet residents who are poorly and
then Toby goes into Gildredge Park to meet
other canine friends. The second
place that Toby and Roger visit
regularly is Sovereign Lodge where
they have many
friends among the
dementia residents
and are greatly
missed when they
have time off to go
on holiday. Just for
your interest the Sheep Centre at East Dean
also take lambs to Sovereign Court sometimes.
Isn’t that a lovely gesture? 

Roger is one of our Open Church members and
he is looking for someone to help him on Monday
mornings from 10-12. Please think about this and
offer to be his companion, as Toby doesn’t do
this job, although he understands English his
replies are in a foreign, canine language. It is so
interesting and rewarding welcoming visitors to
our Church and you couldn’t be on duty with a
nicer person than Roger.

I’m off to dead head my roses now so I’ll love
and leave you ‘til next month. TTFN.

Eve’s
Droppings
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Dates for your Diary September

Tue 1 12 noon Mass Feria

Weds 2 10.30am Mass Feria – Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament meet for Mass

Thurs 3 10.30am Mass S Gregory the Great

Fri 4 12 noon Mass S Cuthbert

Sat 5 9.00am Mass BMV

Sun 6 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time    8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon 7 10.30am Mass Guild of All Souls Monthly Requiem  
1.00pm Monthly Recital – A Song Recital

Tues 8 12 noon Mass Nativity of the BVM – Walsingham Day

Wed 9 10.30am Mass Feria

Thurs 10 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 11 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 12 9.00am Mass Assumption of the Holy Name of Mary

Sun 13 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time    8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass 

Mon 14 10.30am Mass Holy Cross Day

Tues 15 12 noon Mass Our Lady of Sorrows    7.30pm PCC meets

Wed 16 10.30am Mass Ss Cornelius and Cyprian

Thurs 17 10.30am Mass Feria

Fri 18 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 19 9.00am Mass BVM

Sun 20 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time    8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass   

Mon 21 10.30am Mass S Matthew

Tues 22 12 noon Mass Feria

Wed 23 10.30am Mass S Pio of Pietrelcina

Thurs 24 10.30am Mass Our Lady of Walsingham    7.45pm Mass organised by GSS

Fri 25 12 noon Mass Feria

Sat 26 9.00am Mass Ss Cosmas and Damian    7.30pm Harvest Supper

Sun 27 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time    8.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass   

Mon 28 10.30am Mass S Wenceslaus

Tue 29 12 noon Mass Ss Michael, Gabriel and Raphael

Weds 30 10.30am Mass S Jerome

Key: Ap – Apostle; BVM – Blessed Virgin Mary; CBS – Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament;
LM – Low Mass; MS – Sung Mass; RM – Requiem Mass.
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers Telephone
Vicar The Very Revd Jeffery Gunn MA 

The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA   01323 722317
Hon Assistant Clergy Rev Christopher Hadfield, BA 422050

Canon Charles Lansdale BA 646655
Rev Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399
Rev John Wright BSc Cert Ed 723584
Canon Robert Fayers 07706 067496

Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 01323 645145
Mr John Bourdon 729142

Deputy Churchwarden Mrs Pauline Fella 656346
Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy 720577
Treasurer Miss Mary Delves 735410 
Electoral Roll Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646 
Secretary Planned Giving Mr Michael Brennan 504731 

Other Officers 
Director of Music Mr Paul Collins 647969 
Parish Hospital Contact Mr Richard Elliott 872168
Sacristan/Servers Mr Stuart Burns 500585
Bookstall Manager Miss Jane Pinching 894414
Caring and Sharing Mrs Pat James 721061
Car Park Manager Mr Steve Gilbert 469078
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Za Crook 729059
Churches Together Mrs Pat James 721061

Mrs Beverly Cochran 434785
Deanery Synod Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent 

Mr John Bourdon
Family Support Work Mrs Mary Tomsett 489646

Mr Robert Ascott 728892
Librarian Mr David Thorpe 486214
Guild of All Souls Miss Lis Trustam 504909
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent 725796
Open Church The Vicar
Our Lady of Walsingham Miss Mary Delves 735410
100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert 469078 
Vestry (unmanned) 729702

Church Organisations and when they meet 
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam – Call for details  504909 
Book Group  Rev Nick MacNeill 485399
Church Cleaning  Mrs Rita Orchard – Tuesdays from 9am  723375
Church Grounds  Mr John Burford 724317
Flower Arrangers Mrs Rita Orchard – Fridays from 9am  01323 723375
Social Committee  Mrs Margaret Gunn 722317

Disclaimer:  The Vicar and Editor do not necessarily agree with all the views expressed in this Magazine. Please note that all articles
are copyright to the author and may not be reproduced in any form or medium without the written permission of the author or Editor.
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