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Church Services

Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  Solemn Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour's Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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The Parish Magazine is published on 
the first of the month. 
Production: Paul Fella
Matter for publication should be submitted to 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com

Copy deadline is 20th of the month and articles 
should be no longer than 750 words. News items 
or reports should be factual and no longer than 
250 words. Articles are copyright to the author 
and may not be reproduced in any form without 
the written permission of the author or Editor. The 
Editor's decision is final regarding content. 

Disclaimers:  The Editor does not necessarily 
agree with all of the views expressed in this 
magazine. St Saviour’s Eastbourne, is the parish 
church of St Saviour and St Peter. The parish and 
its representatives do not endorse or recommend 
any of the products or services advertised in this 
Magazine. Caveat emptor!

Cover image:  
Chair of Saint Peter, Gian Lorenzo Bernini  
(1598 - 1680), St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City
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My dear friends, 
Easter is so late this year that we do not 
move into Lent in February at all (in fact, Ash 
Wednesday falls this year on the 6th March).  
This gives us an opportunity to reflect upon the 
significance of the Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord (commonly called ‘Candlemass’): 
one of the most beautiful and poignant of the 
Feasts of the Lord, which falls on Saturday 
2nd February.  At St Saviour’s we will celebrate 
Candlemass with a Vigil Mass on the Friday 
evening (1st February) at 6pm, celebrated by 
Canon Robert Fayers SSC – do make sure you 
have this in your diary and make every effort 
to attend.

Candlemass is a highly important turning point 
in the Christian year : for it is the pivot between 
the joy of the incarnation at Christmas and the 
scandal of the crucifixion on Good Friday.  This 
is a feast rich in meaning, with several related 
themes running through it such as presentation, 
purification, meeting, and light for the world. 

Our Lady and St. Joseph took the infant Jesus to 
the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after his birth 
to complete Mary’s purification after childbirth, 
and to perform the redemption of the firstborn, 
in obedience to the Law of Moses (see Leviticus 
12).  In the Temple, the Holy Family encountered 
Simeon. Simeon had been promised that he should 
not die before he had seen the Messiah (Luke 
2:26).  Filled with the Holy Spirit at the fulfilment 
of this promise, Simeon prayed a prayer that has 
since become known as the Nunc Dimittis, or the 
Canticle of Simeon, which, in its turn, prophesied 
the redemption of the world by Jesus: 
‘Lord, now you let your servant 
depart in peace according to 
your word. For my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared before the face of 
all people, a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of your 
people Israel’ Luke 2:29-32

Simeon’s prophecy that Jesus would be a light to 
the world, led to the custom of blessing Church 
candles for use throughout the New Year, and so 
the title ‘Candlemass’.

However, Simeon also prophesied – directly to 
Our Lady
‘This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be spoken against, so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.’ Luke 2:34-35)

The scriptures and the liturgy of the Christmas 
season have several pointers to this suffering of 
Our Lord, but none more potent than these words 
of Simeon. Coming as they do at the very end of 
the Christmas celebration and with Lent nearly 
always very close, they make Candlemass a kind 
of pivot in the Christian year. It is as if we say, 
‘One last look back to Christmas, and now, turn 
towards the cross.’ 

The Candlemass liturgy has many layers of 
powerful symbolism. The procession symbolises 
the arrival of Jesus at the Temple. Our carrying 
of candles is symbolic of Christ the light to the 
gentiles. The powerful Gospel reading reminds us 
of the suffering afflicting Christ and his blessed 
Mother in Holy Week.  

So in this sacred ‘breathing space’ before we start 
the penitential season, let’s all use this opportunity 
to prepare ourselves for Lent when we again enter 
into the very mystery of our redemption.

With my love and prayers,
Fr Mark

One last look back to Christmas,  
and now, turn towards the cross...
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 Bishop Richard’s Letter for Parish Magazines for February  

Over the next few months the Bishops will be visiting all the deaneries in the diocese.  This is a less 

formal visit than those that followed +Martins’ appointment.  However, they will afford an 

opportunity to listen to where we are at this stage in our diocesan life and consult together about 

the next phase in the diocesan strategy.   There are those in the church who are allergic to any mention of strategy.  They often (quite rightly) 

feel that because the Church is a unique body, very different from other organisations, it should 

organise its life in a very different way.  The language of strategy and vision is seen as being drawn 

from management theory and therefore not applicable. 
There is some truth in this, but all strategy is trying to do is ask where we are; where we need to be 

and map out a route to get from one to the other.  Someone once said, “to fail to plan is to plan to 

fail.” We need to do our strategic thinking somewhat differently to other organisations, but it would 

be irresponsible not to do it at all.  In our case our strategy must flow from a clear understanding of who and whose we are. This is 

theology proper, revealed to us in scripture, interpreted through our tradition. Our culture poses a 

different set of questions to us than those of former generations.  We need to work out how we 

faithfully proclaim the faith afresh to each generation.  I hope that as many of us as possible will join 

the conversation. 
+Richard 

(for more details of how to do that go to the diocesan website) 

Having grown up in the North East of England, I read Arabic at Oxford, where I found  
God and was confirmed at 21.  I then worked at a think-tank in London, before reading  
for a Masters at the LSE where I made the decision to explore ordination.  After two years  
of working in North London parishes, I returned to Oxford to train for the priesthood at  
St Stephen’s House.

After several years in London and now coming to the end of nearly three years at  
St Stephen’s, my partner Will and I are now thrilled to be moving to the ‘Sunshine Coast’ 
where I hope to be able to rekindle my enthusiasm for country walking.  Most of all, we are 
looking forward to meeting you all and becoming part of your church family at St Saviour’s. 
              Tom

A message from our new ‘Curate in waiting’…
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Rt Revd Jonathan Baker is Bishop of Fulham

Jonathan Baker, was 
born on 6 October 
1966, and is the son 
of Sir John William 
Baker.  He was 
educated at Merchant 
Taylors’ School, 
Northwood, an all-
boys public school in 
Hertfordshire. studied 
at St John’s College, 
Oxford and then 
trained for the ordained ministry at  
St Stephen’s House, Oxford. He served his first 
curacy at Ascot Heath, in Oxford Diocese from 
1993 to 1996.

Bishop Jonathan was ordained in the Church of 
England as a deacon in 1993 and as a priest in 
1994. He was an assistant curate at All Saints’ 
Ascot Heath from 1993 to 1996.  

He later became priest in charge of St Mark’s 
Reading and Vicar of Holy Trinity, Reading. 

From 2003 
he has been 
Principal at 
Pusey House 
in the diocese 
of Oxford and 
Honorary Curate 
at Oxford St 
Thomas in 
the diocese of 
Oxford. Since 
June 2011 he 

has been Suffragan Bishop of Ebbsfleet (PEV), 
in the diocese of Canterbury, also Honorary 
Assistant Bishop in the diocese of Oxford and 
Assistant Bishop the diocese of Bath and Wells.
 
Bishop Jonathan is responsible for the pastoral 
care of parishes operating under the ‘London 
Plan’ and is also licensed as Guild Vicar of  
St Andrew Holborn in the City of London.

His interests include theatre, poetry, opera and 
walking.

The Right Reverend Jonathan Baker

BISHOPS OF THE SOCIETY

A message from our new ‘Curate in waiting’…
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From the earliest times the Church at Rome 
celebrated the 18 January the day when 
the Apostle Peter held his first service with 
the faithful of the Eternal City. According to 
Duchesne and de Rossi, the ‘Martyrologium 
Hieronymianum’ (Weissenburg manuscript) 
reads as follows: ‘XV KL. FEBO. Dedicatio 
cathedræ sci petri apostoli qua primo Rome 
petrus apostolus sedit’ (fifteenth day before 
the calends of February, the dedication of the 
Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle in which Peter 
the Apostle first sat at Rome). The Eptenach 
manuscript (Codex Epternacensis) of the same 
work, says briefly: ‘cath. petri in roma’ (the 
Chair of Peter in Rome).

In its present (ninth-century) form the 
‘Martyrologium Hieronymianum’ gives a second 
feast of the Chair of Saint Peter for 22 February, 
but all the manuscripts assign it to Antioch, not to 
Rome. The oldest manuscript, that of Berne, says: 
‘VIII kal. mar. cathedræ sci petri apostoli qua sedit 
apud antiochiam’. The Weissenburg manuscript 
says: ‘Natl [natale] sci petri apostoli cathedræ qua 
sedit apud antiocia.’ However, the words qua sedit 
apud antiochiam are a later addition. Both feasts 
are Roman; that of 22 February was originally the 
more important. This is clear from the Calendar of 
Philocalus drawn up in the year 354AD, and going 
back to the year 311AD; it makes no mention of 
the January feast, but speaks of 22 February: ‘VIII 
Kl. Martias: natale Petri de cathedra’ (eighth day 
before the Calends of March, the birthday [i.e. 
feast] of the Chair of Peter). 

It was not until after the insertion of Antioch in 
the copies of the ‘Martyrologium Hieronymianum’ 
that the feast of February gave way in importance 
to that of January. The Roman Church, therefore, 
at an early date celebrated a first and a second 
assumption of the episcopal office in Rome by 
Saint Peter. 

This double celebration was also held in two 
places, in the Vatican Basilica and in a cemetery 
(coemeterium) on the Via Salaria. At both places a 
chair (cathedra) was venerated which the Apostle 
had used as presiding officer of the assembly of 
the faithful. 

The first of these chairs stood in the Vatican 
Basilica, in the baptismal chapel built by Pope 
Damasus; the neophytes in albis (white baptismal 
robes) were led from the baptistery to the pope 
seated on this ancient cathedra, and received 
from him the consignatio, i.e. the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Reference is made to this custom 
in an inscription of Damasus which contains the 
line: ‘una Petri sedes, unum verumque lavacrum’ 
(one Chair of Peter, one true font of baptism). St 
Ennodius of Pavia (d. 521) speaks of it (‘Libellus 
pro Synodo’, near the end): ‘Ecce nunc ad 
gestatoriam sellam apostolicæ confessionis uda 
mittunt limina candidatos; et uberibus gaudio 
exactore fletibus collata Dei beneficio dona 
geminantur’ (Behold now the neophytes go from 
the dripping threshold to the portable chair of the 
Apostolic confession; amid abundant tears called 
forth by joy the gifts of Divine grace are doubled). 
While therefore in the apse of the Vatican Basilica 
there stood a cathedra on which the pope sat 
amid the Roman clergy during the pontifical Mass, 
there was also in the same building a second 
cathedra from which the pope administered to the 
newly baptised the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

The Chair of Saint Peter in the apse was made 
of marble and was built into the wall, that of the 
baptistery was movable and could be carried. 

The Annual Feast of The Chair  
of Saint Peter (cathedra petri)
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Ennodius calls the latter a gestatoria sedes; 
throughout the Middle Ages it was always brought 
on 22 February from the above-mentioned 
consignatorium or place of confirmation to 
the high altar. That day the pope did not use 
the marble cathedra at the back of the apse, 
but sat on this movable cathedra, which was, 
consequently, made of wood. The importance 
of this feast was heightened by the fact that 
22 February was considered the anniversary of 
the day when Peter bore witness, by the Sea of 
Tiberias, to the Divinity of Christ and was again 
appointed by Christ to be the Rock of His Church. 

According to very ancient Western liturgies,  
22 February was the day ‘quo electus est 1. 
Petrus papa’ (on which Peter was first chosen 
pope). The Mass of this feast calls it at the 
beginning: ‘solemnitatis prædicandæ dies 
præcipue nobilis in quo… beatus Bar-Jona voce 
Redemptoris fide devotâ prælatus est et per hanc 
Petri petram basis ecclesiæ fixus est’, i.e. this 
day is called especially praiseworthy because on 
it the blessed Bar-Jona, by reason of his devout 
faith, was raised to pre-eminence by the words 
of the Redeemer, and through this rock of Peter 
was established the foundation of the Church. 
And the Oratio (collect) says:’Deus, qui hodiernâ 
die beatum Petrum post te dedisti caput ecclesiæ, 
cum te ille vere confessus sit’ (O God, who didst 
this day give us as head of the Church, after 
Thyself, the Blessed Peter, etc.).

The second of the aforementioned chairs is 
referred to about 600AD by an Abbot Johannes. 
He had been commissioned by Pope Gregory 
the Great to collect in special little phials oil 
from the lamps which burned at the graves of 
the Roman martyrs for the Lombard queen, 
Theodolinda. According to the manuscript list of 
these oils preserved in the cathedral treasury of 
Monza, Italy, one of these vessels had on it the 
statement: ‘oleo de sede ubi prius sedit sanctus 
Petrus’ (oils from the chair where Saint Peter first 
sat). Other ancient authorities describe the site 
as ‘ubi Petrus baptizabat’ (where Peter baptised), 
or ‘ad fontes sancti Petri; ad Nymphas sancti 
Petri’ (at the fountain of Saint Peter). Formerly this 
site was pointed out in the coemeterium majus 
(principal cemetery) on the Via Nomentana; it is 
now certain that it was on the Via Salaria, and was 
connected with the coemeterium, or cemetery, of 
Priscilla and the villa of the Acilii (Acilii Glabriones), 
situated above this catacomb. The foundation of 

this villa, showing masonry of a very early date 
(opus reticulatum), still exists. It is most probable 
that Priscilla, who gave her name as foundress 
to the catacomb, was the wife of Acilius Glabrio, 
executed under Domitian. There is hardly any 
doubt that the site, ‘ubi prius sedit sanctus Petrus, 
ubi Petrus baptizabat’ (where Saint Peter first sat, 
where Peter baptised), was, not in an underground 
chamber in the catacombs, but in an oratory 
above ground. At least nothing has been found 
in the oldest part of the cemetery of Priscilla now 
fully excavated, referring to a cathedra, or chair.

The feast of the Cathedra Petri was therefore 
celebrated on the Via Salaria on 18 January 
and in the Vatican Basilica it was observed on 
22 February. It is easy to believe that after the 
triumph of Christianity the festival could be 
celebrated with greater pomp in the magnificent 
basilica erected by Constantine the Great over 
the confessio, or grave of Peter, than in a chapel 
far distant from the city on the Via Salaria. Yet 
the latter could rightly boast in its favour that it 
was there Saint Peter first exercised at Rome the 
episcopal office (‘ubi prius sedit sanctus Petrus’, 
as Abbot Johannes wrote). This double festival 
of the Chair of Saint Peter is generally attributed 
to a long absence of the Apostle from Rome. As, 
however, the spot, ‘ubi s. Petrus baptizabat, ubi 
prius sedit’ was far from the city, it is considered 
that the second feast of the cathedra is connected 
with the opening of a chapel for Christian worship 
in the city of Rome itself.
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In my relatively short time 
here at St Saviour’s, I have 
noticed the quiet understated 
devotion that many people 
show to our statue of St Peter, 
whether before or after Mass, 
or in a few precious moments 
of contemplation or reflection. 
Whilst their thoughts and 
prayers are known only to 
themselves and to God, I am 
certain that this statue acts as a 
focus and has a holiness which 
resonates with many.

The statue of St Peter was 
presented in 1936 to St Peter’s  
by Fr Lea-Wilson in memory of his 
wife. Fr Lea-Wilson was Honorary 
Assistant Priest between 1922 
and 1943. When St Peter’s was 
demolished in 1971 the statue 
made its way to St Saviour’s.  
It was the presence of this statue, 
and the beauty its altar that lead 
me to choose this Chapel for  
the Guild of All Souls monthly 
requiem Mass.

As Branch Secretary of the Guild 
of All Souls (under the guidance 
of Fr Mark) it is my duty to ensure 
that we at St Saviour’s celebrate 
a monthly Requiem for the faithful 
departed of the Guild. Of course 
we pray for all the Dead that they 
may experience the joys of heaven 
in the company of the Saints.

The next Requiem is Wednesday 
13th February at 7pm, so please 
do come along and partake 
in the Mass celebrated in this 
most beautiful, yet rarely used 
Chapel. You will be certain of a 
warm welcome, and I remain ever 
grateful to be able to welcome 
friends new and old to our Church 
and the fellowship that it offers.

Neil Clarke, Branch Secretary  
The Guild of All Souls

Guild of  
All Souls
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The winners of the December 
2018 100's Club draw were:

1st 41 - Jim Tomsett

2nd  21 - Paul Fella

3rd 74 - William Nugent

2019 is our thirteenth year. 
The cost remains at £2 per month 
(£24 for the year). Currently 
prizes remain at £40, £20 and £10 
respectively, however if the level  
falls so will the prize money.

All profit goes to the Church and 
Church Room.  

Please sign up for this year. See 
Steve Gilbert or call (01323 469078). 

If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham

BREAKFAST – 3rd Saturday of every month
Starting Saturday 16 February, after Mass.

Fr Mark and Fr Tony invite anyone who wants to 
join in, to go to Wetherspoons for Breakfast after 
we have been to Mass together at 9.00am This 
starts on 16 February and will be on the third 
Saturday of every month.

Wetherspoons gives very good value for money 
and all sorts of food is available. 

As an example, cooked breakfast comes as 
small, traditional or large and has all the usual 
ingredients. Other choices are there if you do 
not want a cooked breakfast – but you know the 
clergy!

This will save us doing the washing up and will, 
we hope, further increase our Church fellowship 
together. 

To be clear – each one of us pays for their  
own order!

Hope to see you at Mass on 16 February

Traditional breakfast:  
Fried egg, bacon, sausage,  
baked beans, two hash browns, 
tomato, slice of toast.
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What is a Curate?
A curate is a person who is invested with the 
care or cure (cura) of souls of a parish. In this 
sense, ‘curate’ correctly means a parish priest; 
but in English-speaking countries the term 
curate is commonly used to describe clergy 
who are assistants to the parish priest. The 
duties or office of a curate are called a curacy. 

The term is derived from the Latin curatus. In 
other languages, derivations from curatus may be 
used differently. In French, the curé is the chief 
priest of a parish, as is the Italian curato, the 
Spanish cura, and the Filipino term kura pároko 
(which almost always refers to the parish priest), 
which is derived from Spanish.

HISTORY
Originally a bishop would entrust a priest with 
the ‘cure of souls’ (pastoral ministry) of a parish. 
When, in medieval Europe, this included the 
legal freehold of church land in the parish, the 
parish priest was a ‘perpetual curate’ (curatus 
perpetuus), an assistant would be a (plain) curate 
(curatus temporalis).

The words perpetuus and temporalis distinguish 
their appointments but not the length of service, 
the apparent reference to time is accidental. A 
curate is appointed by the parish priest and paid 
from parish funds. A perpetual curate is a priest 
in charge of a parish who was (usually) appointed 
and paid by the bishop.

As the church became more embedded into the 
fabric of feudal Europe, various other titles often 
supplanted ‘curate’ for the parish priest. ‘Rector’ 
was the title given to a priest in possession of 
the tithe income. This right to the income was 
known as a ‘living’. The title of rector comes from 
regere—‘to rule’.

Those parishes where a monastery had 
appropriated the rights to the tithe income, a 
portion of this income was set aside for a priest to 
occupy the parish, essentially acting on behalf of 
the monastery, in other words vicariously – hence 
‘vicar’. In some cases, a portion of a tithe for a 
vicar could exceed the income of some rectors, 
depending on the value of the livings being 
compared.

CuRATES IN THE ANGlICAN COMMuNION
In the Church of England today, ‘curate’ refers to 
priests (or, in the first year, transitional deacons) 
who are in their first post after ordination (usually 
for four years), and are completing their training 
(not unlike an apprenticeship). The technical term 
‘curate’, as found in the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer, meant the incumbent of a benefice, that 
is the person licensed by the diocesan bishop to 
the ‘cure of souls’, who, depending on how the 
benefice income was raised and distributed, was 
a rector, a vicar, or a perpetual curate.

Although the expression ‘curate-in-charge’ was 
mainly used of an informal arrangement whereby 
an incumbent gave substantial responsibility 
for one of the churches within the parish to an 
assistant, in law it denoted a cleric licensed by the 
bishop to exercise some or all of the cure of souls 
when the incumbent had failed to make adequate 
provision for them or was subject to disciplinary 
measures. Once in possession of their benefices, 
rectors and vicars enjoyed a freehold, and could 
only be removed after due legal process, and for a 
restricted number of reasons. 

Perpetual curates were placed on a similar footing 
in 1838 and were commonly styled ‘vicars’, and 
this practice was legally recognised in 1868.  
Clergy (both transitional deacons and priests) who 
assist the ‘curate’ were, and are, properly called 
assistant curates, but are often referred to as ‘the 
curate’.

A house provided for an assistant curate is 
sometimes colloquially called a ‘curatage’. 
Assistant curates are also licensed by the bishop, 
but only at the request of the ‘curate’, who had 
the right of dismissal subject to certain conditions. 
Although it is customary for a priest to serve as a 
curate in one or more parishes before becoming 
an incumbent, it is by no means unknown for 
priests who have previously been beneficed or 
consecrated bishop to return to a curacy (as 
assistant curate), sometimes as a matter of 
choice. 

With the 1968 Pastoral Measure and subsequent 
legislation, the Church of England has undergone 
a major process of reform which still continues 
today, and much of above no longer holds good. 
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Ministers in the Church of England whose main 
financial income comes from sources other 
than their work as clergy may be termed ‘Self 
Supporting Ministers’ or ‘Curate (SSM)’.

Terms like ‘rector’ and ‘curate’ were carried 
overseas with the spread of Anglicanism, but 
their exact meaning depends on local conditions 
and regulations. In the Church of Ireland some 
curates are styled ‘bishop’s curates’ as they are 
accountable directly to the diocesan bishop, while 
sometimes mentored by local parish clergy, and 
are perceived to have more autonomy than other 
assistant curates.
In Anglican parishes with a Charismatic or 
evangelical (low church) tradition, the roles of 
curates are usually seen as being an assistant 
leader to the overall leader, often in a larger team 
of pastoral leaders. Many of the larger Charismatic 
and Evangelical parishes have larger ministry 
teams with a number of pastoral leaders, some 
ordained and others who are not.

In the Episcopal Church of the United States, the 
curacy may be a temporary place to continue 
training after ordination, similar to an internship, or 
it may be a permanent, subordinate position, more 
akin to a perpetual curate.

C O N G R E G A T I O N   1

REMINDER!  
Car Park permits

New Car Park Permits are now in use. 

This year we have introduced a fixed 
minimum charge of £45.00 for a 

Congregation permit.  

Please see Steve Gilbert and get your new 
‘electrostatic’ permit. 

FROM 1st APRIL ALL OLD PERMITS WILL 
CEASE TO BE VALID. PLEASE ENSURE 
THAT YOU DISPLAY YOUR NEW PERMIT 

CLEARLY ON YOUR WINDSCREEN.
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Churches of the World Quiz

1 5

2 6

3 7

4 8
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9 10

Here are sixteen iconic Churches old and new from around the world.  
Have a go and see how many you can find – with or without Google!
Answers next issue.

11 12

13 14

15 16
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Bishop of Chichester to  
sleep Rough for one night
Bishop Martin Warner, Bishop of Chichester will be participating 
this year in the annual Worthing and littlehampton Sleep Out’s 
on Saturday 23rd February, where participants can experience 
rough sleeping for a night, helping to raise both vital funds and 
awareness for the charity and highlight the hardship and danger 
of sleeping rough in our community.

Homelessness is increasing rapidly and Turning Tides have seen a 
rise in the use of their services, they helped 1,700 in the last year 
and see on average 65 people a day in their Community Hubs. There 
are many reasons people become homeless, however, the current 
housing crisis and changes to the benefits system play a large role.

The Bishop had this to say: “It is all too easy to end up homeless with 
no other option than sleeping rough.

“By choosing to take part in this sleepout challenge I want to support Turning Tides in raising funds to 
tackle homelessness on our own doorstep.

“This is not about statistics; it is about the plight of human beings and the complicated situations some 
of us have to face. The Turning Tide sleepout is an opportunity to draw attention to the needs of the 
homeless in Littlehampton and across the whole of Sussex.” You can sponsor Bishop Martin’s sleepout 
at mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bishopofchichester

Joining Turning Tides sponsored Sleepout is a great way to show your support for those homeless and 
insecurely housed in our community.

The event brings much-needed funds and awareness to the cause. A previous participant Michaela said 
“The sleepout was a real life-changing experience it makes you begin to think you can’t even imagine 
how on earth anyone can do that every day and every night not knowing when it will end. After the sleep, 
out you feel a real sense of emotion of how lucky you really are and you really want to help the people 
who are homeless and insecurely housed because no one deserves to live like that.”

While sleeping out for a night in these circumstances can be fun, it also gives us an idea of what it must 
be like for those who have no choice but to do this every night of the year. If you feel like a challenge 
and want to know more you can get involved by signing up today just visit - www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
sleepout-2019-turning-tides-tickets-52223027481 or email fundraising@turning-tides.org.uk
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Notes from the PCC meeting  
held on 9th January 2019
Before Christmas the glass panels on the main door were replaced with toughened glass and the 
closer strengthened. It was agreed that the door should still be hooked open in very high wind.
It was noted that there are now guides to the church available in English, French, German and 
Italian, with a vote of thanks to all those who have helped with the translations and production.

Carl reported that our financial position has improved slightly, with a likely £7,000 deficit in 2019 
(£8,000 in 2018). Fund raising efforts since the last PCC meeting amount to £2,897 from the 
Autumn Fayre, the Gala Concert, the Christmas raffle, the Servers’ lunch and ChatStop. There 
was a vote of thanks for all who helped towards the events. 

There was discussion on the car park and gardens, and it was agreed that there will be a 
feasibility study to see if more car park spaces can be created to increase income.

It was reported that there are currently 153 on the electoral roll.  
The roll has to be renewed in 2019.

Fr Mark informed the meeting that during Lent there would be Stations of the Cross on Fridays 
after the noon Mass, and the Lent Course ‘Living Christ’ on Wednesdays from 2.00 to 3.30  
in the hall. 

The events committee reported that they are planning two Lent lunches, and there will be a 
“Pancakes and bingo” event on the Saturday 2nd March. 

Friday 1st March 2019

    World Day of Prayer
                           All Saints Church, Grange Road

                      2.15pm
                                   Followed by refreshments in the Hall

Celebration Café 5.30pm
    All welcome to either or both
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upfields Complete Bathrooms ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 
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Eastbourne’s newest and finest florist.  And now together with a wonderful coffee shop & tea room.  
This unique and beautiful shop serves probably the best flowers and the best beverages in town.

Stunning Quality Floristry for  
Weddings, Funerals and Corporate Events  
with exclusive Workshops and Courses – 
and the freshest flowers anywhere!

Extraordinary value,  
Delivery to any UK address  
– inc FREE local, same day delivery.

www.thebloomfactory.co.uk
87 Seaside Road, Eastbourne BN21 3PL
hello@thebloomfactory.co.uk / 01323 302302
facebook.com/thebloomfactoryuk

Bud – Bean – Bake

#LoveFlowers    #LoveCoffee   #LoveEastbourne

THE BLO OM FACTORY
FLORIST CAFÉ
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There’s’ only one thing that I hate more than 
January...February. Just when you think that 
the Winter’s nearly over we get plunged into 
even colder temperatures.  Let’s hope that 
the Beast from the East doesn’t bare too 
many teeth this time around!!

As far as the music is concerned it is a quiet 
time.  After all the mayhem of Christmas it 
suddenly goes  very low key.  I’m like a small 
child that’s had to come down from a sugar 
high and as every year, I’m finding it very hard.  
But I have had a big clear up; John V will be 
absolutely delighted (he’s always complaining 
about the state of the console - don’t tell him but 
he’s usually right)! I don’t think that my music has 
ever been so well organised!!  Do have a look, it 
won’t be like it for long.

We now turn our thoughts to the coming seasons 
of Lent and Easter. Forty days and forty nights 
and all that. Then it will be Ascension and Corpus 
Christi followed swiftly by the Great British Bake off 
and Strictly Come Dancing and then, guess what, 
it’s Christmas again!

Enough of this nonsense!  Many of you will know 
that Shirley is very poorly at the moment.  She 

worked so hard to help deliver our fabulous 
Gala concert and carol service as well as all her 
commitments for the Renaissance Singers.  She 
and Michael are really thankful for all your kind 
thoughts and prayers.  I shall be keeping her seat 
warm with ‘Renaissance’ until she’s well enough 
to come back.  Please note that there will be a 
Lenten concert in St Saviour’s on Saturday 30th 
March at 6pm. Put it in your diaries.

The concert programme for the year is nearly 
complete.  I am hoping to have details finalised in 
the next couple of weeks.  Please look out for the 
promotional leaflets at the back of the church and 
on the website.

Finally, I am determined to get the organ recording 
done this year.  I STILL NEED DONATIONS.  As 
I have said before,  the good news is we have 
the money, the bad news it that it is still in your 
pocket!! Please see me or the churchwardens 
about this and let’s have some cash!!

Now, wrap up and keep warm!!



19

There is something quite captivating about 
Walsingham (still the largest town in north 
Norfolk although you would not know) and it 
has a deep effect, dare I say, on one’s soul.   
I never tire of its magic and 30 odd year’s on 
from my first visit, shops have closed familiar 
faces have disappeared, but the warmth and 
love that emanates from every pore of the place 
is still there.

Why I continually return to Walsingham is 
something of a mystery.  Its not just the religious 
bits – the first year I went I hardly did any. In fact 
I remember quite well what my priest at the time 
said ‘just come along and enjoy the place, you 
don’t have to do anything’ – and he was right!

The village is centred around the Anglican Shrine 
which is a 1938 rebuild of the 12th century ‘Holy 
House’ – a centre of pilgrimage until 1538 when 
all of the religious houses there were burned 
along with the original image of Our lady of 
Walsingham on the orders of Henry VIII. 

In spite of the destruction, Walsingham continued 
to prosper principally through the cultivation of 
crocuses for the spice, saffron. Many of the old 
Priory buildings were adapted and incorporated 
into the 18th century building now known as 

‘The Abbey’ a large house set in a small park 
opposite the new shrine. There is also a Roman 
Catholic shrine a mile or so along the country 
lanes. Today’s Walsingham still has a degree 
of tumbledown about it, but restoration and 
conservation still goes on apace. Even an old 
farmyard has been converted into a small Farm 
Shop that no visitor should miss – particularly if 
you are a cheese fan!

Our Walsingham Pilgrimage this year takes place 
between Friday 19th and Monday 22nd July. 
There are fifteen secured places with others still 
available for those of you that want to give it a try.  

The cost is only £211.10 (and that’s for full 
board), but the travel cost will be in addition and 
will depend on our mode of transport - if we have 
enough takers we will hire a suitable coach, but if 
numbers are low we will be going in shared cars.

Please speak to Mary Delves if you are 
interested, as she has booking forms and 
further information should you need it.

The latest date for booking is 31st March, but 
the sooner you express your interest the better.
 
Hope to see you all there!

Walsingham Pilgrimage 2019
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stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk/events
St Saviour’s Church   South Street   Eastbourne
Registered Charity No 1131420

       A Romantic  
Valentine’s Programme

Eleanor Percy (Violin)  
and  

Irina Lyakhovskaya (Piano)
Tickets £10 at the Door

SUNDAY 17 th FEBRUARY 2019 At 2.45

MORE CONCERT NEWS SOON!
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Hello Darlings

It’s strange to think that I wrote my last ramblings 
at the end of last year, but the year has now 
changed and February is almost upon us. I won’t 
dwell on Christmas and New Year. Enough has 
been said and done already. Suffice  to say that 
Pussy and I were curled up in bed well before 
midnight on New Years Eve. When I was a ‘gel’ 
it was a real treat to stay up so late and witness 
all the palaver of letting the old year out and the 
new year in. It seemed to involve dark strangers 
and lumps of coal. The strangers would need 
CRB checks nowadays and some young people 
wouldn’t know a lump of coal if it smacked them 
in the face. Times change and to us of more 
senior years not really for the better.

As I write this, Fr Mark is away in Oman on a well 
earned break – 28°C no less and Diana Dean is on 
one of her trips to the Alicante area. Only 17°C –  
I wish I could be whisked off to warmer climes.  
My Arthritis is giving me real gyp.

Fr Tony’s fine dining group of gourmet Clergy and 
parishioners are set for another evening out on 
31st January. For them its a more unusual venue. 
No less than St Pedro’s Fish and Chip emporium - 
the Parish Chippy. I’m going to put the Gin to one 
side and attend because its licensed and I can 
have a bevy if I want. If you’ve never tried their 
Fish and Chips then do so. They are the best in 
town. Opposite the Railway Station if you don’t 
know it’s location.

The evening following Fr Robert is holding the 
annual Vigil Mass of Candlemas at 6pm so do 
come along.  It’s a lovely Candle lit Service with 
Choir, Organ, Bells and smells –The works.

Keble College Oxford are holding a Corporate 
Communion Service followed by Dinner in Hall 
and Drinks Reception on 13th February. Doesn’t 
start until 7pm... a long late night. Nearer home 
at St Andrews Norway there is a talk on the Holy 
Land on 20th February. I must give that a whirl.

Lots of people this year with Birthdays beginning 
with a 7, self included. My friend Alice who at 
school got the nickname ‘Slack’ (drat you Larry 
Grayson) is 72 and I’m even older. A walking 
miracle.

What good news that we are to get another 
Curate in June. I’m really looking forward to his 
arrival and will be one of the first to book for the 
coach on 29th June.

The Parish is very much on the up and much 
in favour with Bishop Martin and Archdeacon 
Edward.

Fr Mark has made an excellent impact on the 
standing of this church and its involvement in the 
Town. With apologies to the memory of Winston 
Churchill - ‘never has so much Parish visiting been 
done by so few...’   Thank you Fr Mark.  Tom when 
he arrives will be kept fully occupied.

It won’t be long until we put the Clocks forward 
– 9 weeks or so. Then maybe we can get Choral 
Evensong going again, which I know Fr Mark and 
Paul Collins want to see happen. Hopefully the 
lighter evenings will tempt people out.
Certainly that’s the wish of the Guild of All Souls 
who had their first evening mass in St Peter’s 
chapel the other evening. Fr Paul celebrated the 
Requiem Mass with Neil Clarke serving and it 
attracted a congregation of One. Such a shame 
as Fr Paul had travelled from Pevensey to do it. 
Fingers crossed.

The Cross Parish Partnership Lay Fellowship 
failed yet again to materialise. The second date 
cancelled and that was on a Saturday morning.  
It may yet come to pass.

The Burns Night Supper has been a sell out and 
hopefully Paul Fella who seems to be the person 
tasked with stabbing the Haggis won’t have been 
arrested for being in possession of an offensive 
weapon.  I’m sure all present will miss Bev 
Cochran and her renditions of Robbie Burns.
Not my cup of tea although Haggis and Gin go 
well together......

Until next time

Chin Chin.    Here’s to Gin

Kitty x
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Dates for your Diary February 2019
Fri 1 12 noon Mass  Feria   
  6.00pm Mass Vigil of the Presentation of the Lord with the Liturgy of Candlemass
Sat 2 09.00am Mass  The Presentation of the Lord
Sun 3 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon  4 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Tues 5 12 noon Mass  S Agatha V. M.  
Wed 6 10.30am Mass  Ss Paul Miki and his Companions Ms.   
Thur 7 10.30am Mass  Feria  
Fri 8 12 noon Mass  Feria  
Sat 9 09.00am Mass  Feria  
Sun 10 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon  11 10.30am Mass  Our Lady of Lourdes  
Tues 12 12 noon Mass  Feria
Wed 13 10.30am Mass  Feria   
  7.00pm Requiem Mass – Guild of All Souls  
Thur 14 10.30am Mass  Ss Cyril and Methodius Bps.  
Fri 15 12 noon Mass  Feria  
Sat 16 09.00am Mass   Feria  
Sun 17 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass  

Mon  18 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 19 12 noon  Mass  Feria
Wed 20 10.30am Mass  Feria
Thur  21 10.30am Mass  S Peter Damian Bp. Dr.
Fri	 22	 	12	noon	Mass		S	Peter’s	Chair
Sat 23  09.00am Mass  S Polycarp Bp. M.
Sun 24 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon  25  10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 26 12 noon Mass  Feria  Walsingham Cell 
Wed 27 10.30am Mass  Feria
Thur 28 10.30am Mass  Feria
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone

Vicar Fr Mark McAulay SSC 01323 722317 
 The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA  

Hon Associate Clergy Fr Paul Christian SSC 460905  
 Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
 Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Fr Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 
 Rev Dr David Musson M Phil 723345 
 
Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061

Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283

Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577

Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410

Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 351014 

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Head Server Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Church Hall Manager Mrs Heather Neilsen-Bonini 07876 288794
Safeguarding Officer Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Events Co-ordinator Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Cleaning / Flower Arranging  Mrs Rita Orchard   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean, Mrs Lynette Newman 
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam   504909 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  485399
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 381796
Guild of All Souls  Mr Neil Clarke  07759 940832
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Churches Together  Vacant  
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283 


