The Parish magazine of

November 2021
Volume LII No.10
£1
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

Contents

Page

From the Vicar

3

Light in the Darkness - Advent Course

5

The Art of St Saviour’s

7

Volunteering – The New Trend

8

Great is thy Faithfulness

10

Returning to Walsingham…

11

A Day with Malcolm Arnold

12

Thank You from Neil

15

Christmas Tree Festival - in Advent!
The Mini Autumn Fair

16

Blast from the Console

17

Kitty

18

Dates for your Diary

19

Directory

20

Church Services
All of our services are livestreamed on Facebook
Sundays
8.30am Morning Prayer
9.00am Said Mass
10.30am Solemn Mass and Sermon
The Daily Offices of Morning Prayer and
Evensong are celebrated publicly Saturday
– Wednesday at 8.30am and 5.00pm
Weekdays
10.30am Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
11.00am Tuesday Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament followed by Mass at 12noon
12noon Friday
10.00am Saturday
Major Weekday Festivals
Said Mass as above, unless otherwise indicated
on notice boards.
The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day
or night. The Holy Oil is available for those who
wish to be anointed.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment.
Hospital visits
The Clergy will visit and give communion to
those in hospital.

Cover image: Detail from the high altar of San
Domenico, Fiesole attributed to Fra Angelico
(c.1395– 1455)

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

The Parish Magazine is published on
the first Sunday of the month.
Production: Paul Fella
Matter for publication should be submitted to
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com
Copy deadline is 20th of the month and articles
should be no longer than 750 words. News items
or reports should be factual and no longer than
500 words. Articles are copyright to the author and
may not be reproduced in any form without the
written permission of the author or Editor.
The Editor's decision is final regarding content.

Facebook
facebook.com/stsaviourseastbourne
Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

Disclaimers: The Editor does not necessarily agree
with all of the views expressed in this magazine.
St Saviour’s Eastbourne, is the parish church
of St Saviour and St Peter. The parish and its
representatives do not endorse or recommend
any of the products or services advertised in this
Magazine. Caveat emptor!

The church is open from 8.30am each day, but
The Book/ Souvenir Shop is currently closed.
St Saviour's Church
South Street Eastbourne East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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‘ALL HALLOWS EVE’
or ‘HALLOWEEN’?

My dear friends
As we approach the end of October and the
beginning of November, we are bombarded
with the imagery of “Halloween” - many of
the customs of which have to do with fear
of the dead. It was believed by the Celtic
people that evil spirits roamed the earth
on the last night of the Celtic year (October
31st) and that they worked mischief among
the living (as if there wasn’t enough mischief
already created by the living themselves,
as we have been reminded in recent news
stories…). Part of Celtic belief was that
one could live safely through the night by
dressing up as a ghost or witch, etc., or by
bribing the evil spirits with treats. It was
also believed that the souls of sinful persons
who died during the year were imprisoned
in the bodies of animals and that they on
this night could be freed through gifts and
sacrifices; often the sacrifices were human.

The Communion of the Saints
In total contrast to this macabre and sinister
vision, the feasts of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’
Day offer an opportunity for recognition of
our part in the Communion of the Saints as
the Church emphasises that with Christ at the
head of His Body, the Church, the people who
make up the Church, living or dead, cannot be
separated. These are celebrations of the life
everlasting won for us through Christ’s sacrifice
on the cross at Calvary: not morbid and pagan
‘celebrations’ of death.
The Church exists in three different states. One
is the pilgrim church struggling to live faithful
lives in this earthly existence (ironically, and
most tragically, as I have observed before, a
struggle often made more difficult by those who
are charged with leading the church). Another
is the triumphant church of the saints already
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in Heaven. The other state is existence in
purgatory or the suffering church: in purgatory,
the faithful are purified for entry into the
triumphant church.

“The noble Judas exhorted the people to keep
themselves free from sin… (and) took up a
collection . . . and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for
a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and
honourably, taking account of the resurrection. For
if he were not expecting that those who had fallen
would rise again, it would have been superfluous
and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he was
looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for
those who fall asleep in godliness, it was a holy
and pious thought. Therefore he made atonement
for the dead, so that they might be delivered from
their sin.”

The Feast of All Saints and the Feast of All
Souls remind us of our continuing relationship
with those in the other states. ‘Halloween’ is
actually the secular (and pagan) term for the
night before the Feast of All Saints – or, ‘All
Hallows’ Eve’ (‘hallows’ are saints – those who
are ‘hallowed’). ‘Halloween’ is not something
which Christians should celebrate, whether our
children like it or not.

The Feast of All Souls owes its beginning to
seventh century monks who decided to offer
Mass for the deceased members of their
communities. In the late tenth century, the
monks at Cluny chose to move their Mass
for their dead to the day after the Feast of All
Saints. This custom spread and in the thirteenth
century, Rome put the feast on the calendar of
the entire Church so that all in the Communion
of the Saints might be celebrated together.

The Feast of All Saints’
The Feast of All Saints is the celebration of
our relationship with those in the triumphant
church - those who have preceded us in entry to
Heaven. It began with local festivals in the early
church. Ever since there were Christian martyrs,
local churches have honoured their martyrs;
lists were kept locally and feast days were held
locally.
However, in the seventh century, Pope Boniface
IV proclaimed May 13th the Feast of All Holy
Martyrs to honour all martyrs not listed in local
records. Later (in 835AD), Pope Gregory IV
changed the date and name to November 1st
and the Feast of All Saints’.

All of us, both living and dead, share in the life
won for us by our Saviour as death has been
swallowed up in victory: this is the fundamental
truth at the heart of both of these special feasts
of the Church.
As St. Paul makes clear:
“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling
in the work of the Lord, because you know that in
the Lord your labour is not in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:54b-58)

It is thought that the change in the name
probably became about because there was a
change in the customs regarding who was listed
as a ‘Saint’. In the early years of the Church
only martyrs were given that title, but after the
Roman persecutions ended the title was given
to others who had led meritorious lives and who
were credited with miraculous intercession: this
remains the test today.

Confident that we are all inextricably joined
together in this great mystery of Christ’s body,
the Church, let us pray for those we have loved
and see no longer and let us rejoice that we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses in
all the saints. May our departed ones rest in
peace, and may all the saints – particularly Our
Blessed Lady of Walsingham and St. John Henry
Newman – pray for us.

The Feast of All Souls’
Whilst the Feast of All Saints is a day to
remember the glories of Heaven and those
there from whom we are not separated, the
Feast of All Souls reminds us of our obligations
to live holy lives and that there will be
purification of the souls of those destined for
Heaven.

With my love and prayers as ever,

2 Maccabees 12:42b-46 is a wonderful lesson
about eternal life and our duty to pray for the
souls of the dead:

Fr. Mark
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Our Advent Course for 2021
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.” (Jn 1:5)
This Advent, we are pleased to offer an Advent Course written by
the ‘Lights for Christ’ Team in the Diocese of Sheffield. We will run
this 4 part course each Wednesday afternoon (2pm-4pm) in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel at St. Saviour’s, beginning on Wednesday
1st December.
This course aims to help us reflect, at the darkest time of the
year, on our calling to be Lights for Christ. We’ll consider
what that means and looks like; how that light may
shine more brightly at the close of this year.
Traditional Advent themes are present, but are
not the major focus of this course. Its main aim
is to help us reflect on our experience during the
pandemic and as we negotiate our way into the “new
normal”. The four sessions are based around four words which
have been central to many people’s experience: ‘distance’, ‘safe’, ‘trust’
and ‘normal’.
Course materials will be provided. Please let Fr Mark know if you’d like to attend.

A lamp burns for
this church in the
Shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham

All of our services are open
to the public and are also
being livestreamed via
Facebook.

If you are interested in
joining our Walsingham
Cell please contact
Mary Delves on 735410
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The Art of

place and
Corinth had a
diverse ethnic
population
and was very
different from
Athens. In
many ways it
was similar to
Philippi and
had a plethora
of temples to
Roman Gods
as well as
to Egyptian
Deities.
St Paul arrived
from Athens
and began
to spread
the Gospel
by preaching
and starting
new Christian
Churches. It
was at that
time that he
met Phoebe.
He says of her
in Romans
16:1-2:

St Saviour’s
The mosaic I will consider this month is that
of Phoebe, who is one of the many females
depicted in the mosaics around St Saviour’s.
I have often wondered why there are so
many female figures depicted on the single
(rather than full picture) mosaics and may
consider this in next month’s article.
Phoebe is described as both a deacon and as a
servant or minister. The description of her role
depends upon which translation into English is
the Bible that you are reading. There are several
ways in which to translate the Greek word
diakonos. It can mean a deacon or a minister
or even a servant; therefore it is the context in
which the word is used that becomes important.
It is thought that since St. Paul, in commending
her to the church in Rome, was describing her
as some sort of church leader (see below) so
she should therefore, be considered a deacon
or a minister. It is thought that she carried St.
Paul’s words to the Romans in the folds of her
cloak and it is reasonable to assume that when
she unrolled the scroll that the assembled
audience would pay more attention to a deacon
than they would to a secular servant.

“I commend
to you our sister Phoebe,
a deacon of the church in Cenchreae so
that you may welcome her in the Lord
as is fitting for the saints, and help her
in whatever she may require from you,
for she has been a benefactor of many
and of myself as well”.

She was also a woman of some means and
was a benefactor to the early Christian Church.
Christianity at that time was a religious
movement dependent upon the generosity of
such benefactors (in fact, benefactors were very
important in all Roman society at that time).
Phoebe’s home was in Cenchreae, a coastal
town south of Corinth. From St. Paul’s words in
Romans 16, we know that there was a Christian
Church in Cenchreae and that Phoebe was a
figure of some note in that Church. Looking
on Google Maps, I am directed to a village
now called Kechries which is indeed south of
modern day Corinth and some distance due
west of Athens. Corinth sits on the narrow strip
of land connecting the large southern peninsula
of Greece to the mainland. It therefore has
two ports one on the Adriatic Sea to the west
and one on the Saronic Gulf where Kechries
is located. As such it is and was a meeting

Her name in Greek means ‘shining’. One
could say that she sets a shining example of
philanthropy for us to follow today, particularly
in the sense of our financial support for the
mission of the church.
Aslan
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VOLUNTEERING – THE NEW TREND?
According to an article by Hattie Garlick in
the newspaper I read volunteering is hailed
as a new trend! The stats say that 62%
of adults volunteered at least once in the
past year. COVID has led to the most rapid
changes in volunteering patterns since a
survey in 2013.

HOWEVER: none of this should come as a
surprise to the practising Christian. Why?
Because it is part of the DNA of the Church, the
Body of Christ.
Jesus came as an example to us of the Father’s
love, compassion and care for us all. One of
our most cherished prayers (that of St Ignatius
Loyola) says this:

However, formal volunteering slumped when
COVID restrictions prevented groups from
meeting. But, informal volunteering rocketed –
suddenly we were shopping for strangers, doing
meals for families and helping where we could.

“...help us to serve you as you deserve, to give and
not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the
wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labour
and not to ask for any reward except that of
knowing that we do your will.”

So, now things are opening up again, what
should we do about all this?
There are known and perceived benefits from
volunteering to the volunteers own health and
even brain power! You can follow all this on
line – where there are lots of opportunities for
volunteering. Doing good has never felt so
good!

That seems to summarise volunteering pretty
well, and yet it is hailed as a new trend!
The Bible has many verses about giving, helping
and loving. Just a few examples of many:
1. St Paul, urging us to be kind to others
(Ephesians Ch. 4).
2. Matthew 5 telling is to let our light shine so
that all may see our good works and glorify
God in heaven.
3. Psalm 37 saying, ‘trust in the Lord, do good,
live in the law and cultivate faithfulness.’
4. 2 Thess: 3 – ‘Do not grow weary of doing good.’
5. Galatians 6 – ‘While we can, let is do good to
everyone, especially to those in the household
of faith.’
6. Hebrews 13 – ‘Do not neglect to do good and
to share, for God is pleased with that.’
7. James 2 – ‘If someone says he has faith but has
no works, can that save him?’
8. Ephesians 2 – ‘We are created in Christ
Jesus for good works which God prepared
beforehand so that you would walk in them.’

Reasons to volunteer:
• It is a positive force, no matter whether
it’s at a Foodbank or gardening for the
community.
• Do remember - you too may benefit from
other people volunteering.
• Volunteering improves well-being and
reduces loneliness.
• It spans all age groups.
• It can help in preventing Alzheimer’s disease.
• For many it improves job prospects.
• It’s good for physical health as well mental
health.
Some 77% in the recent survey say it boosts
their own well-being: after all, it is usually
a social activity. A high number noted that
it helped them to meet other and different
people. It also lends a sense of meaning and a
feeling of personal achievement, with a notion
of ‘making a difference’ both to other people
and to self.

So, you see, this is nothing new – we have
known about it for thousands of years! It is of
the very essence of the life of Jesus Christ.

Doing good really is good for you! There is a
long list of opportunities in the public sector and
they represent a wide range of activities ranging
from driving to gardening, and from First Aid to
knitting.
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What opportunities for volunteering are
there in our own parish?
Myriad! Brass, flowers, cleaning, polishing,
reading, intercessing, making music, serving,
washing the altar linen – endless opportunities
and of course our three main outreach activities
– come and sit with us, have a coffee and cake
and chat to our visitors at ChatStop on the

second Saturday every month; make those
who come to the Wellbeing Café on Tuesday
afternoons feel welcome, have tea and play
a game if you wish, or not as the mood takes
you; help at Lunch-for-one, but also; join the
worshipping community at a mid-week service
sometimes – help to boost membership and
fellowship; make sure we don’t leave anyone
out at the coffee time after Mass on a Sunday;
help at the ‘specials’ like the Autumn Fair,

Servers’ Lunch, Burns Night Supper and any of
the parish activities.
What was the second half of the great
commandment of Jesus after loving God?
‘That you love one another’ What better way of
showing that love than by volunteering to do
some good? How might you play your part? Go
for it, not only will it help others, but it will also
make you feel good!
Fr. Tony

Volunteering Opportunities
There are still lots of ways in which you can help our mission and ministry
at St Saviour’s; please see the list below or posters around church, and think
about how God might be calling you to use your talents and time.
Wellbeing Café
This would be a great way to be involved
with this important ministry. For those who
would prefer to remain behind the scenes or
who aren’t free during the Café itself (2-4pm
Tuesdays).

Have a look at the list below and see if you
might be able to help, even if it’s only for a
short time each week – many hands make
light work!
Hall Manager
Someone to help us manage our hall
bookings: the hall is a vital source of income
for the church and important space for the
local community.

Setting Up and Preparation – Help is needed
from 1pm each week setting up tables and
chairs, and also shopping for refreshments
(all costs are fully reimbursed).

Open Church
We would like to restart our custom of having
volunteers on hand in the church during
much of the day, to welcome visitors, man
the shop etc.
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GREAT IS THY
FAITHFULNESS
GROWING THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH 2022

An invitation
We have received a special invitation from the Bishop of Chichester – one of only
16 parishes across the entire Diocese to have received such – to participate in a pilot
programme around the theme of church growth in all its many dimensions.
Why is this the case?
Bishop Martin writes:
“The Bishops, Archdeacons and members of the Department for Apostolic Life believe
that you and your parish have the collaborative leadership skills and lay resources
not only to benefit from but to enjoy greatly this pilot programme.
In addition, the Diocese believes that you may have much to teach and to show us
as we seek to develop and deliver a church growth programme intended to bless the
wider Diocese over the longer term.”
This is immensely affirming, and encouraging, for us as a parish.
What’s involved?
The pilot will run from January 2022 to June 2023 and, as well as sessions where we will
link up with St Michael’s (and their new priest, the Revd. Ben Sleep), we will be visited
by Bishop William, the Archdeacon of Hastings, and members of the
Apostolic Life team.
From 24th January – 4th April there will be a weekly session, either all together with
St Michael’s, on our own, or all together via Zoom (facilitated by Canon Jack Dunn,
the Parish Development Officer from the Diocese).
Who can get involved?
The short answer is that we are looking for up to 11 participants to join me as
parish priest – people who can commit the time but, more importantly, people who
appreciate the importance of mission, growth and outreach (and, for practical reasons,
people with access to Zoom). It fits excellently with our mission focus and, as I said
above, is a great compliment to this parish.
So might this be something for you?
Next steps
Please pray about this, both for God to raise up 11 people from this church to play a
part in this important work, and for whether God is calling you to be involved.
If you have any questions, please do speak to me, Fr. Mark.
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Returning to Walsingham
and making new friends
It was so good to be able to return to
Walsingham this year, especially to meet up
with and be part of Father Mark’s group. We
were also very glad that in spite of the extra
precautions because of the Covid pandemic
everything felt much the same and nothing
distracted us from the meaningful and peaceful
holiness of the Shrine. In previous years we
have visited in November so going a month
earlier meant we were able to pray the Stations
of the Cross in the beautiful grounds. It was
particularly meaningful that we were able at the
12th station to venerate the cross on the hill.
So often on previous visits the Wednesday
evening candle lit procession had to take place
in the Shrine church but this year the earlier
time of year meant that it could take place
outside, which was magical with a ribbon of
lanterns winding joyfully around the grounds.
Sadly worries about the virus meant numbers
were down, but those of us who were there

were very glad that once again we could
celebrate and honour the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The meeting of members of Father Mark’s
previous and present parishes went well and
we look forward to it happening again next
year. The North London group were delighted
to make the acquaintance of Father Richard and
thank him sincerely for his part in organizing
the pilgrimage. In spite of staff shortages meals
were up to the usual high standard, the time
went very quickly and it seemed in no time we
were on our way home carrying our experience
of that holy place back to our every day worlds.
May Mary’s influence in our lives help us, like
her, obey our Lord and live in peace and love
with all we meet.
Joan Parsons
(one of Father Mark’s previous Churchwardens)
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A Day with

Malcolm
Arnold

(1921–2006)
When I retired, I quickly built up a new
career teaching piano – all done by word of
mouth! I was delighted to be asked to teach
one of the great composer’s grandchildren.
I met the family and dog, and then went
upstairs to the room which housed the
piano. There was a doorstop – “Just move
that out of the way”. I picked up the
doorstop and found myself holding an Oscar.
It was rather shabby, with little of its original
gold paint remaining

Malcolm Arnold was born in Northampton
and studied composition and the trumpet with
Gordon Jacob. He became principal trumpet
player in the LPO (London Philharmonic
Orchestra). His orchestral experience helped
him write with an enviable ease and clarity (he
allowed no musical instruments in his own
house and when one of his children learnt the
flute, they were banished to the garden shed).
I had the joy of meeting Malcolm Arnold’s
first wife, a violinist. Together we played the
beautiful sonata by Dvořák.

Malcolm Arnold was the first British composer to
win an Oscar for the ‘Bridge over the River Kwai’
music of 1958. Arnold was a prolific composer.
He wrote music for 131 films including ‘Inn of
the Sixth Happiness’, ‘Hobson’s Choice’, and
‘Whistle Down the Wind’. I looked forward to
moving that doorstop before and after every
lesson, especially as it had triggered for me a
vivid memory of an episode on educational
television which I saw when at school. The ‘Kwai’
music featured and Joseph Cooper interviewed
the composer, who admitted the 45 minutes of
music had taken him 10 days to compose.

Arnold in the late 1950’s sadly succumbed
to mental illness, huge mood swings, suicide
attempts and alcoholism. Lady Bliss told me
of an occasion when her husband Sir Arthur
Bliss (Master of the Queen’s Music), was ‘on
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duty’ at a concert at the Royal Festival Hall at
which the Queen was present. In the interval
he introduced guests to Her Majesty. The last
of these was Malcolm. Between the two of
them they made the Queen laugh so much she
needed to repair her make up, resulting in a late
start to part two.

Arnold’s ability to write good tunes put him out
of favour with the establishment, particularly
BBC Radio 3, in the Sir William Glock era. As a
composer he was unwilling to conform to any
set of rules. He went his own way to produce
music that moves the emotions, is wildly joyous,
or in contrast serene. Arnold was a great friend
of Gerard Hoffnung and wrote several works for
Hoffnung’s numerous music festivals, including
A Grand, Grand Overture for full orchestra, 4
vacuum cleaners and a floor polisher. Hoover
Limited advertised in the full score, extolling
the sound of their products – I’m sure Malcolm
Arnold gave them approval.

The family, as a result of my piano teaching,
asked me to go
Birmingham Ballet: Solitaire
up and spend
a day with the
composer.
He then lived
in Norfolk in
the care of a
full-time nurse/
companion. It
was, sadly, a
rather nervewracking
experience.
The composer
veered between
lucidity and the
exact opposite
and all the time
his music was playing loudly
on very inadequate sound
equipment – non-stop. As
I sat there, I realized that
the composer was living
in his own world, as I
suppose we all do.
He was still able to
write good music,
such as the 9th
Symphony when
the mood was right.

Like many great British composers, Arnold
deserves to be better known. He wrote music
‘that encompasses all the human emotions’
and some great tunes. Let us hope that this
centenary will establish him as a worthy

Malcolm Arnold
has left a very large
legacy including
nine symphonies,
many Concertos for various instruments,
Overtures, much Chamber Music, Operas and
Ballet music. He adored Cornwall and wrote a
set of Cornish Dances and the popular ‘Padstow
Lifeboat’ march. He had the ability to create
seemingly genuine folk music as in his 8 English
Dances and sets each of 4 dances from Scotland,
Ireland and Wales. All these dances are tuneful
and a very approachable way of getting to know
his music (try the Lyrita CD of him conducting).

representative of our cultural heritage. It is a
sad fact that as a nation we are very slow, or
very unwilling to honour our cultural heritage.
How true the notion is of a prophet being
unrecognized in his own country.
Robert Milnes
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Celebrating Life
Mortain Place is more than a care home. It’s a family home.
A friendly home. Your home. A home that provides tailored care,
beautiful environments and choice in every meal or activity.
A place that celebrates the little things that
mean everything – morning, noon and night.
Visit us anytime for friendly advice and to look around.

Call: 01323 306 598
Pevensey Bay Road, Eastbourne, BN23 6JF
www.barchester.com
Residential care • Dementia care • Respite breaks
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THANK YOU!

Just a quick note to say that a grand total of £401 was raised at this years ‘Ride and Stride’.
This will equally be split between St Saviour’s and The Sussex Historic Churches Trust. Many
thanks to all the participants and sponsors, who have helped to raise much needed funds.
I would like to say a personal thank you to Bill,Yvonne and Rosemarie for their work on the day.
Neil Clarke

15

Christmas Tree
Festival
– in Advent!
This will be held between
Saturday 4th December
and Friday 10th December

We would like to thank Veronica,
Dominique, Bill, Julie, Krys, Brenda, Isobel,
Neil, Roger, Francesca, Jenny, David
and Elizabeth for their generous help in
making the Mini Fair possible.
Also to the many who donated items for
the stalls, without all of you the fair would
have failed dramatically.

I am inviting everyone to make a Christmas
tree. Christmas trees make us happy and it
will be fun to see what clever ideas you and
others can come up with.

We are incredibly excited to tell you that
the total amount raised was a massive

£740

Can we all start thinking about
next year’s fair?
Perhaps think about helping by either
manning or helping on a stall?
Rosemarie and Yvonne
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There are no rules, but for safety no naked
flames or electric lights to be used.
To make this a success, I would like you to
design and decorate a Christmas tree which
can be made of anything, any shape or size –
the more wacky the better!

by Lawrence Gillians
with Andrew Woodmansey

This is free to enter.
The plan is that people can vote, with cash, for
what they think is the best tree on show.

Sunday 14th November
at 3.00pm

A letter with more details and an entrance
form will be available.

Pianist
Francesca Lauri

Please help me make this a success.

St Saviour’s Church South Street Eastbourne

Yvonne

Registered Charity No 1131420
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stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk/events

I first met him in 1990, when he moved to
Eastbourne from Leamington Spa and I was
lucky enough to study with him, as his organ
scholar, at St Andrew’s URC in Blackwater Road.
I had been playing the organ for a number of
years before I met him, but it was not until I
started lessons with him that I really began to
understand what music was all about. Much
of the time was spent away from the console
looking through orchestral scores, piano music,
listening to Jazz, watching conductors and
listening to many recordings. At first I didn’t
get this at all, after all I was just having organ
lessons!! Paul, he’d say, it’s not about the organ,
it’s about the music.
Little by little I gained in confidence as I my
understanding increased. Yes, at times it was
frustrating. Whenever I started a new piece
(didn’t matter what it was) I had to prepare it
‘in the armchair’, reading it through, looking for
phrasing and working out some fingering in the
trickier-looking passages. It was time well spent
and those pieces will never leave me. I knew
when I was on the right lines when he’d stop me
in mid-flow. I’d be playing brilliantly (as I thought
at the time) and he’d say, ‘Paul, stop playing
the organ, play the music’. I used to hate that
but he was right, as he invariably was. It was a
fascinating time and one that I look back on with
great joy but now, inevitably, with sadness. Rest
in peace, dear Robert, thanks for what you did
for me and countless others.

Another month gone and we’re careering
towards the end of 2021. They told me that,
as you get older, the passing of time seems
to accelerate; they (whoever THEY are)
weren’t wrong.
But this has been a sad month for me. My
former organ teacher, Robert Munns (or Uncle
Robert as I used to call him), passed away this
past week. He was such an influence on my life
and, of course, my music making.
Robert Munns

My thoughts go to his wife, Sally and the family.
There will be a service of thanksgiving at 2:00pm
Saturday 20th November in St Saviour’s.
The programme of music continues with a
concert of Song with a return visit by Lawrence
Gillians on 14th November at 3:00pm and
the last Monday lunchtime concert will be a
Barbershop group called ‘Four in a Bar’ on 22nd
at 1:00pm.

There will also be a meditation with Taizé music,
on the eve of Christ the King, led by Robert
Ascott. This will be by candlelight at 6.00pm on
21st November.
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I was thinking that I haven’t mentioned my
readers in Oz for some time. G’day. You have
had to endure a much longer lockdown than us
and earlier you had major bushfires to contend
with. I hope you are all in good health and that
perhaps during 2022 some of you will be able to
come over to visit.
Hello Darlings

Christmas seems to appear earlier each year in
the shops. My local charity shop had cards on
sale in early September. I know that when I was
working the hotels geared up for Turkey and
Tinsel (pretend Christmas) breaks commencing
first week in October. Will we see Easter eggs
shortly. The world is always in such a rush. Life
is too short.

When you read this we shall have gone through
the ritual of changing our clocks and watches
back for the winter. What happened to the plan
to leave things alone?
Horrid dark mornings and long dark evenings.
At least we have some concerts and recitals to
look forward to. The Hippopotamus Song didn’t
materialise as Ian Collins was indisposed. The
Eastbourne Symphony Orchestra have started
a new season of concerts in St Saviour’s and
together with our own series have at long last
brought long needed revenue to the church.

21st November is St Saviour’s Patronal Festival.
Let’s give thanks for having our church. I hope
the bellringers will be able to come and sound
out our presence to the district. Fingers crossed.
Until next time... Chin Chin
Kitty xx

Have you been to one of our Lunches for One
in the Hall? I decided to go to the last one and
really enjoyed myself. The food was delicious
and beautifully presented by Yvonne and her
team and the table decorations caught my eye
(wouldn’t fit in my handbag) – only joking.
I’ve booked for the next one and also for the
Christmas Special in December – Christmas
Lunch followed by Bingo. The full afternoon
tea offered at the very successful Autumn Fair
(where no less than £740 was raised!) was
spectacular.
I’m hoping Fr Mark will call the Bingo although it
could be Fr Christmas. On a previous occasion
he called very professionally. Interestingly in
the Autumn Fair competition to guess what he
wanted to be at 7 (a Fireman) a Bingo Caller
wasn’t listed. Anyway I’m recommending the
lunches to you wholeheartedly.
I should steer clear of food, as I had reason to
buy a set of bathroom scales recently to weigh
the cat (don’t ask). She weighed in at 3kg.
I was horrified when I tested the scales.
I’d gained almost 2 stone. So much for
lockdown comfort eating. I’m sure I weighed
less on my neighbours digital scales. According
to them the cat weighed nothing. Bring back
Imperial Measures!
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November 2021

Dates for your Diary
Mon

1

10.30am Mass Feria

Tues

2

11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

		

12 noon Mass ALL SOULS’

Wed

3

10.30am Mass Feria

Thur

4

10.30am Mass S Charles Borromeo

Fri

5

12 noon Mass Feria

Sat

6

10.00am Mass Saturday Memorial of the BVM

Sun

7

09.00am Mass 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

		

10.30am Solemn Mass and Holy Baptism

Mon

8

10.30am Mass Feria

Tues

9

11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

		

12 noon Mass Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Wed

10

10.30am Mass S. Leo the Great P. Dr.

Thur

11

10.30am Mass S. Martin of Tours Bp.

Fri

12

12 noon Mass S. Josaphat Bp. M.

Sat

13

10.00am Mass Saturday Memorial of the BVM

Sun

14

09.00am Mass 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

		

10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon

15

10.30am Mass Feria

Tues

16

11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

		

12 noon Mass Feria

Wed

10.30am Mass S. Hilda of Whitby

17

		
Thur

18

		

6.30pm Mass pro PCC
10.30am Mass Feria
11.30am Requiem Mass and Funeral

Fri

19

12 noon Mass Feria

Sat

20

10.00am Mass Saturday Memorial of the BVM

Sun

21

09.00am Mass CHRIST THE KING

		

10.30am Solemn Mass, Procession & Benediction

Mon

22

10.30am Mass S Cecilia V. M.

Tues

23

11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

		

12 noon Mass Feria

Wed

24

10.30am Mass The Martyrs of Vietnam

Thur

25

10.30am Mass Feria

Fri

26

12 noon Mass Feria

Sat

27

10.00am Mass Saturday Memorial of the BVM

Sun

28

09.00am Mass The First Sunday of Advent

		

10.30am Solemn Mass

Mon

29

10.30am Mass Monday of the 1st Week of Advent

Tues

30

11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

		

12 noon Mass S. Andrew Ap.
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THE DIRECTORY

Church Officers 		

Telephone

Vicar

Fr Mark McAulay SSC (Fr Mark’s rest day is a Monday)
The Vicarage Spencer Road Eastbourne BN21 4PA

01323 722317

Hon Associate Clergy

Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed
Canon Richard Harper SSC
Canon Robert Fayers SSC
Fr Paul Christian SSC

381796
733927
07706 067496
460905

Churchwardens

Mrs Pauline Fella
Mr Keith Metcalfe
Mrs Rosemarie Emery
Mr Tony Sharley

Deputy Churchwardens
Secretary PCC
Treasurer
Chair of Finance

Dr Simon Thorp
Miss Mary Delves
Mrs Beverley Thorp

Other Officers
Director of Music

Mr Paul Collins

656346
645145
431283
645682
07711 986695
735410
07845 713771

647969

Parish Hospital Contact

Mr Robert Ascott
Mrs Veronica Gottlieb

728892
07801 069991

Car Park Manager / 100 Club

Mr Steve Gilbert

Acting Church Hall Manager

Mrs Pauline Fella

656346

Safeguarding Officer

Mrs Yvonne Dyer

07702 199844

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Susan Metcalfe

Deanery Synod

Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent, Mr Tony Sharley

Librarian

Mrs Krystyne Breeze

Open Church

Vacancy

469078

645145

Flower Arranging

Mrs Yvonne Dyer and Team

Church Grounds

Mr Michael Brennan, Mrs Diana Dean, Ms Megan Humphreys,
Mrs Lynette Newman, Mr Ross Piper

07702 199844

Events Coordinators

Mrs Rosemary Emery and Mrs Yvonne Dyer 01323 431283 / 07702 199844

Church Cleaning

Mr Tony Sharley, Mrs Pam Sharley, Mrs Judy Grundy
Ms Francesca Fairs, Mr Terry Brookes, Mr Thomas Prior

Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity

Mr Paul Fella

645682
07379 679741

Church Office Answerphone 		

729702

Church Organisations
Book Group

Vacancy

Reach Out Team

Ms Ruth Figgest

729702

Family Support Work

Mr Robert Ascott

728892

Chat-Stop

Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green

Guild of All Souls

Mr Neil Clarke

Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS

Miss Mary Delves

735410

Mission to Seafarers

Mrs Isobel Nugent

725796

Additional Curates Society

Mr Roger Emery

431283

381796
07759 940832
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