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Church Services

Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  Solemn Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour's Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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My dear friends, 

It’s Petertide – the time surrounding the Feast of 
the two pillars of the church, St Peter and St Paul 
– and one of the traditional times for ordinations 
to the diaconate and sacred priesthood, and 
the anniversaries of those occasions.  As I write, 
as the Bishop’s Liturgical Chaplain I have been 
involved in the planning and execution of the 
ordination of four new priests in the Church 
of God ordained by the Bishop of Lewes at St 
John’s Meads.  It was a splendid occasion, and 
wonderful to see four young men make such a 
commitment of service.  Also as I write we very 
much anticipate the ordination of Tom Crowley 
who will be coming to “serve his title” (to use the 
old-fashioned lingo) here at St. Saviour’s as our 
curate.  As you all know, he is to be ordained a 
deacon in the Church of God by Bishop Martin 
at his cathedral church on Saturday 29th June. It 
seems appropriate then, at this special time, to 
remind ourselves of what ordination is, and what 
deacons are. 

In short, ordination is a sacrament – that is, an 
outward sign of an inner and spiritual grace – and 
a confirmation of a unique and special calling 
from God.  Deacons form one of three holy orders 
of the catholic church, along with priests and 
bishops : and, in fact, even when ordained priest or 
consecrated bishop, an individual always remains 
a deacon.  The title ‘deacon’ is from the Greek 
word diakonos (διάκονος) – which means servant 
– following in the footsteps of Jesus, the suffering 
servant King, who washed the feet of his disciples, 
and who came not to be served, but to serve.  

The ordination of a deacon is neither a prize giving 
nor even the ‘first step on the ladder’ in a ‘career’ 
in the church; rather it is an act of submission, an 
offering, and a self-giving which is recognised by 
us all in the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the 
commission to proclaim the Gospel to all without 
fear or favour.  It is an event of significance for the 
whole Church which celebrates that God has so 
freely given of himself that we might live as people 
who can freely give of ourselves.  And when people 
give of themselves, other people come to life.  

Deacons are keepers of the door through which 
we pass between the world and the church, and 
are the ministers of the generosity of God, that 
transaction of grace in which we can all share.   
They are ordained so that the people of God may 
be better equipped to make Christ known, after 
the pattern of Christ.  As the Bishop makes clear 
during the ordination, deacons “…proclaim the 
Gospel as agents of God’s purposes and love, 
serving the community in which they are set… 
searching out the poor and the weak, the sick 
and lonely and those who are oppressed and 
powerless, reaching into the forgotten corners of 
the world, that the love of God may be visible.”  

St Lawrence, one of the seven deacons of Rome 
(whose feast we celebrate here on 10th August), in 
a time of persecution under the Emperor Valerian 
in 258 was asked to give up the treasures of the 
church.  He spent three days distributing the 
jewels and money for which he was responsible 
and then he brought the sick and the poor, the 
crippled and the blind to the Emperor.  He was 
martyred for his pains - but he is an archetype 
of Christian love and it is this bias to the poor 
and the willingness to give of oneself which 
must shape our outworking of our faith both as 
individuals, but also as a church (and we will be 
looking more closely at this in early August as we 
get together to focus on our Mission Action Plan – 
see elsewhere in this edition of Logos).   

That commission is not just for those ordained 
as deacons, for inasmuch as ordained people 
represent the ministry of the whole church this 
is something we all share, after the example of 
Jesus:  when we give of ourselves, other people 
come to life.  We are all at the threshold between 
the church and the world, and with all ordained 
deacon we all have it in us to be agents of God’s 
gift of Himself to us.  This is at the heart of being 
an ambassador of Christ and His kingdom of love.  
May He help us all in our task as we seek to serve 
others in the manner of Him who came not to be 
served, but to serve.

With my love and prayers as ever,
Fr. Mark

‘I am among you as  
the one who serves.’ (Luke 22:27)
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Marketing Suite Open Weekend 
8th–9th June, 10am–4pm

Luxury new care home 
opening this October

Café with orangery  •  Private dining  •  Concierge service  •  Choice of lounges  •  Wi-fi 
Life-enrichment programme  •  En-suite rooms  •  Minibus  •  Spa bathroom  •  Salon

01323 306 598
www.barchester.com/MortainPlace

93 Pevensey Bay Road, Eastbourne, BN23 6JF

You’re invited to Mortain Place Care Home’s brand new marketing 
suite to take a look around and meet our friendly team.

• Bespoke residential, dementia and respite care  •  Daily life-enrichment programme

• Choice of nutritious and delicious home-cooked meals

• Interactive multi-sensory environment for residents with dementia

If you’re unable to join us for this event, the Marketing Suite will be open daily, 10am–4pm
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The winners of the May 
100's Club draw were:
1st 82 - Roger Emery
2nd  88 - Linda Smith
3rd 42 - Hillary Hooper
The winners of the  
June draw were:
1st 15 - Hannah Bonnini
2nd  75 - Alex Lindsay
3rd 64  - Janet Reeve

The cost remains £2 per month  
(£24 for the year) and prizes remain  
at £40, £20 and £10 respectively.

All profit goes to the Church and 
Church Room.  

To sign up, please see Steve Gilbert  
or call (01323 469078). 

If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham

ADVANCE NOTICE 
PARKING

It was agreed at the last Finance Committee and  
PCC meetings to set the price for congregational parking 

permits at a minimum of £50 per car per year.   
Renewal is from July and more details of how to apply for 
congregational parking permits will follow in due course 

from Steve Gilbert, Car Park manager.

Carl Hodgkinson  Chair of Finance
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Notes from the PCC meeting 
held on 22 May 2019
This was the first meeting of the PCC following the Annual Meeting and Tony Sharley and 
David McLean were welcomed as newly elected members of the council. 

The following were elected officers:
Vice Chairman: John Vernon
PCC Secretary: Judy Grundy
Treasurer: Mary Delves
Head of Finance Committee: Carl Hodgkinson
Acting Safeguarding officer: Pauline Fella

There was a vote of thanks to all those who had worked so hard to make recent events so 
successful including Holy week, the Easter Garden and Easter services and the May Fair that 
was a success both for the money raised and outreach to the community.

The churchwardens reported that an application has gone in for planning permission to replace 
the stolen lead from the roof over the vestry with a non-lead substitute. It has also been 
suggested that CCTV be installed in the car park to improve security and quotes are being 
sought. It may be possible to obtain a grant to cover some of the cost.

Much of the meeting was taken up with discussing finance, and our £9,000 overspend in 
the first four months of this year. It was agreed to promote the Parish Giving Scheme and to 
increase the cost of an annual parking permit for members of the congregation to £50 (less 
than £1 per week) in July when permits need to be renewed. 

Fr Mark proposed having a PCC ‘away day’ (in the hall) to prepare a plan for the future of 
St Saviour’s on Saturday 3rd August. It was agreed, with the proviso that members of the 
congregation be invited to participate too.

With the need to increase the number of Eucharistic Ministers, Fr Mark proposed that  
Hugh Balitcha, David Burston, Roger Emery, Pauline Fella, Gill Goff, Joanne Green and  
Keith Metcalfe would undertake training on Saturday 6th July at St Saviour’s.  
This was agreed unanimously.

The PCC also agreed to offer premises to Southdowns Wellbeing Centre for some drop-in 
sessions for their clients, with possible funding to cover the cost.

CHAT-STOP
Join us for Free Tea, Coffee, Cake  

and Conversation in the Hall  
Every 2nd Saturday 10.00-11.30am
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WE 
THE 

CHURCH
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‘For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope.’ (Jeremiah 29:11).

The Lord certainly has a plan for each of us.  He 
also has a plan for our church.  What is that plan?  
How can we discern what it is the Lord is asking 
us to do here?  What is our vision for the future of 
St. Saviour’s?  Do we have a vision?  In the words 
of Archbishop Rowan Williams, how is that we can 
“find out what God is doing and join in”?

Clearly this doesn’t happen by accident – it needs 
prayer, reflection, thought, discernment, listening 
and planning.  The tried and tested method in 
our churches of doing this in a deliberate and 
meaningful way, which bears fruit, is through 
Mission Action Planning.

Mission Action Planning is a process designed 
to help our churches grow in depth, impact 
and numbers – in other words, to live out our 
calling to nurture disciples, deepen faith, grow 
congregations and to be a sustaining presence 
in the communities we serve.  Many of you will 
have noticed that in some of the things we have 
started doing already, and in a lot of the teaching 
and preaching, there is an emphasis on looking 
outside of ourselves as a church, of being less 
introspective, and of being more focussed on 
building community and engaging in mission.   
As Pope Francis has said, a church (any church) 
which looks in on itself is a dead church.  We exist 
not to act as the religious equivalent of a golf club, 
but to nurture disciples and serve those around us.

Starting on a Mission Action Plan does not mean 
everything up to now at St. Saviour’s was wrong 
or bad, rather it is about saying we need to be 
more intentional and ordered in what we do. 
When resources (both financial and human) are 
more scarce, time is precious, or changes are 
happening, planning becomes more important. 
Research clearly shows that churches that want 
to grow and have a clear plan are more likely to 
do so. It is important as a church to have a clear 
sense of who we are and where we’re going, 
along with clear plans for getting there.

In simple terms, Mission Action Planning can be 
summed up in three questions: 

1. “Where are we starting from?” 
Who are we as a church and what is our 
context within the wider church and within  
the wider community? 
What are we currently doing (well or less well)? 
Taking into account the health of our building, 
congregation, and finances,  
is this sustainable? 

2. “Where do we want to get to?” 

What would God want our church to be like  
in five years’ time?
What is our vision for our church? and  
our community? 
What are our core values? 
What would we really like to see happening in 
and through our church?

3. “What’s the best way to get there?”

How will we meet our goals? 
How can we break them down into  
achievable steps?
What do we need to do and when?
What do we need in the way of people,  
time and money?
How will we communicate this – so that 
everyone can find out about it, pray for it, 
encourage it and get behind it?  

The PCC recently decided that we should be 
taking these questions seriously and that it will be 
exciting to try to work out ‘what God is doing and 
join in’ here at St. Saviour’s.

So if you too have a passion to see God’s 
Kingdom come, God’s people set free, and 
God’s church grow please do come and join 
us – and help us think about how we might get 
on with doing these things here at St Saviour’s on 
Saturday 3rd August from 9am.

Fr. Mark

PLANNING OUR FUTURE 
TOGETHER – AN INVITATION

WE 
THE 

CHURCH
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Put your church  
in the frame

Win up to £5,000 in our church competition 
Send us just one photo and one sentence showing what makes your church  

unique and special. Find out more and enter the competition at: 

www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No. 24869. Registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, United Kingdom. EIO is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Firm Reference Number 113848. Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory Services Ltd (EFAS) Reg. No. 2046087. Registered in England at 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ, United Kingdom. EFAS is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Put your church  
in the frame

Win up to £5,000 in our church competition 
Send us just one photo and one sentence showing what makes your church  

unique and special. Find out more and enter the competition at: 

www.ecclesiastical.com/parishpixels

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No. 24869. Registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, United Kingdom. EIO is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Firm Reference Number 113848. Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory Services Ltd (EFAS) Reg. No. 2046087. Registered in England at 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ, United Kingdom. EFAS is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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This beloved Anglican tradition is back in 
fashion, and it is Pope Benedict, that great 
restorer of things that seemed almost lost, 
whom we have to thank. One of the purposes 
of his Apostolic ‘Constitution Anglicanorum 
Coetibus’ (2009) was ‘to maintain the liturgical, 
spiritual and pastoral traditions of the Anglican 
Communion within the Catholic Church, as a 
precious gift… and as a treasure to be shared’. 

Mediaeval Roots 
The Church of England is not a new church 
invented in the sixteenth century, but the English 
Church founded by St Augustine of Canterbury, so 
we can and should claim pre-Reformation English 
Marian devotion and theology as our inheritance. 
 
One important element of that inheritance is the 
celebration of the Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which appears in both the Prayer 
Book and Common Worship calendars on 8 
December. It was not an English invention – it 
was celebrated in the Eastern Church from about 
600AD onwards – but it was from England that it 
was introduced it into the Western Calendar. First 
celebrated in Winchester in about 1030, it spread 
from there to Canterbury and Exeter. The Normans 
treated it as an English eccentricity and stamped 
it out, but it was restored by 1129 and eventually 
adopted generally. Then, it was simply called 
‘the Conception’: the doctrine of ‘immaculate 
conception’ came almost two hundred years later, 
in the early fourteenth century.
 
From the eleventh century onwards there was a 
great change in Christian devotion, and therefore 
also in devotion to Our Lady.  The focus now 
was on Jesus’ humanity. We see this new-style 
devotion in the Final Anthems of Our Lady, which 
date from this period – for example the Salve 
Regina, in which the Blessed Virgin is hailed as 
‘our life, our sweetness and our hope’. 
 
Increased devotion to Our Lady resulted in the 
inception of a daily mass of Our Lady, which in 

turn caused the addition to greater churches and 
cathedrals of lady chapels where that mass could 
be celebrated. Lady Chapels weren’t unique to 
England – French cathedrals have them too – but 
they were becoming a notable feature of English 
church life.
 
The Prayer Book 
1549 saw a radical pruning of Marian devotion in 
the liturgy of the English Church, but vestiges of 
honour to Our Lady remained.  Both the Collect 
and the Proper Preface of Christmas Day were 
new and both of them mention the Blessed Virgin 
whereas the old texts did not. 

The 1549 Prayer Book’s Calendar was very 
limited, but 2 February and 25 March were treated 
as feasts of Our Lady, called ‘The Purification of 
St Mary the Virgin’ and ‘The Annunciation of the 
Virgin Mary’. So Mary was always referred to as 

Blessed Virgin: Mary and the 
Anglican Tradition 
 
An abridged extract from a 2014 lecture by Dr Colin Podmore 
Director of Forward in Faith 
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‘the Virgin’, the liturgy emphasised her purity, 
and she continued to be called ‘Our Lady’. This, 
in itself, showed that the Church of England 
continued to be a church in which Our Lady was 
honoured and provided the basis for a future 
growth of devotion.  
 
In some ways the most important feature of the 
Prayer Book, as far as the Church of England’s 
honouring of Our Lady is concerned, is Cranmer’s 
composition, from Vespers and Compline, of 
the office of Evening Prayer. The climax of that 
office is Mary’s song, the Magnificat. This was 
an important re-establishment of continuity with 
the pre-Reformation church. The dedication of 
churches to the saints, including St Mary the 
Virgin, had been retained of course, but now the 
calendar recognised many of the parishes’ feast 
days too. The pendulum had begun to swing back 
in 1559, but it swung significantly further in 1561. 
 
1561 is of crucial importance, because it saw the 
return of three of the Marian feasts. From 1561 
onwards the Church of England again marked Our 
Lady’s Conception, her Nativity and the Visitation. 
Only the Assumption remained excluded. And 
that daily saying of the Magnificat was beginning 
to have its effect. In the list of holy days the 
Purification and the Annunciation were now ‘of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary’.  In 1662 ‘Blessed’ was 
inserted into the title of the Propers for 25 March 
as well.  (Although the English Reformation began 
in 1529, it took over 130 years to get to the 
definitive settlement of 1662. This was marked by 
the introduction of the Prayer Book that is still in 
use). 
 
Belief and Devotion in the 17th Century 
The most developed piece of seventeenth-century 
Marian devotion comes from ‘The Church’s Year 
Book’ by Thomas Traherne. This manuscript book 
of meditations on the festivals from Easter to All 
Saints remained unpublished until the twentieth 
century. In it we have prominent Anglican divines 
of the 17th century for whom Mary is ‘the all holy, 
immaculate, more than blessed mother of God 
and ever-virgin Mary’, ‘the Queen of Heaven’ and 
‘Star of the Sea’. 
 
So far there is no doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception or that of the Assumption. Mary was 
sinless, pure, immaculate, spotless, but how did 
she come to be so? Answering that question 
involves a degree of theological speculation to 

which Anglicans are often somewhat resistant. 
Significantly, it is not in a dogmatic work, but 
in the poetry of Thomas Ken that we find the 
immaculate conception. Ken was born in 1637 
and became Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1685. In 
1691 he was deprived of his see.  Thereafter he 
lived in retirement, mainly at Longleat as the guest 
of Thomas Thynne, the first Viscount Weymouth. 
His works, published in 1721, include an extended 
poem entitled ‘Sion: or, Philothea’, some lines 
from which were included in the English Hymnal 
as the hymn ‘Her Virgin Eyes saw God incarnate 
born’ (New English Hymnal, 182).  The poem does 
not enter into the question of whether Mary was 
assumed bodily into heaven, but it does make 
clear that on earth ‘She liv’d as if already glorify’d’ 
and on her death she entered immediately into 
heaven celebrating Mary as Queen of Heaven: 

‘Heav’n with transcendent Joys her Entrance 
grac’d, 
Next to his Throne her Son his Mother placed; 
And here below, now she’s of Heav’n possess’d, 
All Generations are to call her bless’d.’

The 18th Century 
In quoting verses published in 1721 we have 
already entered the eighteenth century. The 
Established Church had almost lost the stream of 
Marian devotion by this time and the Church of 
England came to be dominated by a more purely 
protestant atmosphere and a cold, rationalist 
theology’. But in fact scholarship has underlined 
the persistence of high churchmanship within 
the Hanoverian Established Church. Interestingly, 
it was in the Oxford Almanack for 1721 that the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was first 
added to the Oxford University Calendar and has 
remained there ever since.

New Prayer Books showed the Calendar of 
Christian Year with Marian feasts, the honouring 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the designation ‘Our 
Lady’, the Christmas Collect and Preface, and 
the Magnificat. The layity were taught about Our 
Lady within the doctrines of the Creed that was 
republished, in full or in an abridgement, right 
through to the end of the nineteenth century. 
 
Blessedness and virginity come together in 
the beautiful hymns of the time (NEH 187 for 
example). It is addressed to Christ, but its subject 
is Mary and its first word is ‘Virgin’. In sixteen lines 
the word ‘blessed’ or ‘blest’ occurs ten times. 
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No one reading this hymn could doubt that before 
the Oxford Movement Anglicans honoured the 
Blessed Virgin. 
 
The Oxford Movement 

The Tractarians did not introduce into the 
Church of England a body of catholic doctrine 
and practice that was wholly alien to it. Rather, 
they built on the existing high-church tradition. 
However, in re-invigorating the high-church 
tradition the Oxford Movement also transformed 
it.  Addressing the saints in prayer (rather than 
poetry) was the one Reformation taboo that was 
in no way shaken before the Oxford Movement. 

George Herbert made clear his longing to address 
Mary in prayer in a poem published in The Temple 
in 1633 (the year of his death).

The Influence of the Catholic Movement 
Here is a look at four ways in which devotion to Our 
Lady within the Catholic Movement has influenced 
the wider Church of England and indeed become 
part of the general Anglican tradition. 

The first means whereby this happened was the 
English Hymnal, published in 1906. It contained 
Ken’s ‘Her Virgin eyes’, Heber’s ‘Virgin born’, and 
John Keble’s ‘Ave Maria! blessed Maid!’, together 
with four translations of Latin office hymns of 
Our Lady, and ‘Ye who own the faith of Jesus’ 
by the Principal of Pusey House, Stuckey Coles.  
These and some other hymns prompted a storm 
of protest from a number of bishops, including 
Archbishop Davidson. The committee appeased 
them by publishing an abridged edition omitting 
some hymns and verses and altering others. 
However, the abridged edition sank without trace 
and the English Hymnal was very widely used. 
Through it, hymns to Our Lady became a standard 
part of the Anglican tradition. In 1986 the New 
English Hymnal added to the repertoire. 
 
A second way in which Anglo-Catholicism has 
re-introduced the Church of England to Our Lady 
is by making statues of the Blessed Virgin, often in 
association with a Lady Chapel, a normal feature 
of our parish churches.

The Lady Chapel 
Westminster Abbey

John Keble
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Thirdly, and equally briefly, I must mention the 
restoration of the Shrine in Walsingham in 1931, 
and the influence that it has had over the last 
eighty years – an influence that has increasingly 
been felt well beyond the bounds of the Catholic 
Movement. 

And fourthly, Anglo-Catholics have been able to 
ensure that Our Lady is once again fully present 
in the Calendar and liturgy of our church. The 
1928 Prayer Book included a collect, first reading 
and gospel for the Visitation and collects for the 
Nativity and Conception. The Alternative Service 
Book 1980 made 8 September a red-letter day 
as the Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary, gave 
the Visitation a set of three readings as a Lesser 
Festival, made Our Lady the subject of the Collect 
of Advent 4 and gave her a Proper Preface. Then 
finally, the Common Worship Calendar made the 
Purification and the Annunciation (now, of course, 
understood as feasts of Our Lord) Principal 
Feasts, restored 15 August as the Festival of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, raised the Visit to the status 
of a second Festival, and made both the Birth and 
the Conception Lesser Festivals. In the Common 
Worship Festivals volume, the Annunciation and 
the Visit have full sets of propers, and there is 
another full set for use on 15 August, on the 
two Lesser Festivals, and on other occasions 
when Our Lady is commemorated. This huge 
extension and enrichment of the official provision 
for liturgical celebration of the Blessed Virgin in 
the Church of England, which is now widely used 
far beyond the bounds of Anglo-Catholicism, 
would have been impossible without the revival of 

devotion to Our Lady that the Catholic Movement 
has fostered – and also without the engagement 
of successive generations of Anglo-Catholics in 
the discussions that shaped the 1928 Prayer Book 
and in the Liturgical Commissions that produced 
what became the ASB and Common Worship. 
 
All of this is no longer something exotic and 
marginal, but firmly part of the mainstream of the 
Anglican tradition. It is sad that the exclusion of 
Anglo-Catholics from the work of the Anglican–
Roman Catholic International Commission 
(ARCIC) resulted in the Commission completely 
ignoring all of these aspects of the Anglican 
tradition, as it is today, when it published its report 
on Mary and the associated study volumes. 
 
A full transcript of this lecture is available from 
Paul Fella

The Shrine 
of Our Lady, 
Walsingham
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Corpus Christi
This year the feast of Corpus Christi was transferred to 
the following Sunday in order to allow as many members 
of the congregartion as possible (and also the children) 
to participate in this great festival and procession with 
Benediction. 

The young children strew rose petals in the way of Fr Mark 
while we all sang as he carried the Monstrance containing the 
Sacred Host around the church.  A truly wonderful sight,  
and I believe a first for St Saviour’s!  We were privileged to 
have Fr Edward Dowler our Archdeacon as our preacher too.
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On this wonderful feast of the body and blood 
of Christ, we intensively celebrate and give 
thanks for Christ’s gift of himself to us in the Holy 
Eucharist.  Because the Mass is so important 
to Christian life, the Church celebrates it each 
Sunday and, if you are fortunate enough to have 
a parish church like St Saviour’s, every other day 
of the week as well.  However, precisely because 
it is so familiar, we can begin to take the Eucharist 
for granted: to see it as normal and nothing very 
special.  Today is a corrective to that, because in 
these Corpus Christi celebrations, the Eucharist 
is, as it were, re-enchanted and we are given the 
opportunity to see afresh what a wonderful gift it 
is.  In order help us do that, I would like to look at 
it on three levels.

First of all, let’s think about the bread and the 
wine themselves.  In quite a lot of sermons and 
teaching about the Eucharist, we hear about 
bread and wine being just ordinary things: nothing 
special which then become God’s great gifts to 
us.  That’s partly right but I think it misses an 
important truth about what amazing things bread 
and wine are in the first place.  The American 
bishop and evangelist, Robert Barron writes this:

‘To say bread and wine is to imply wheat and vine; 
and to say wheat and vine is to imply earth, soil, 
water, wind and sunshine; and to say earth, soil, 
water, wind and sunshine is to imply the solar 
system and indeed the cosmos itself.  The tiny 
gifts are therefore symbolically representative of 
the entire creation’.

In addition to the extraordinary natural processes 
that the earth yields up to provide the ingredients 
for bread and wine, there is also a human 
dimension.  Bread and wine are perhaps two of 
the most important ever human inventions.  So, 
in these small and seemingly insignificant gifts on 
the altar are focussed the whole amazing fulness 
of God’s creation as well as the gifts of intelligence 
and ingenuity that God has given to humanity.  
There’s nothing ordinary about them at all.

And then we move to a second level on which 
for the Jewish people, including those living at 

the time of Jesus, bread is not just a very special 
substance in itself, but it also has the nature of an 
extraordinary divine gift.  The book of Exodus, the 
second book of the Bible, tells the foundational 
story of the journey of the people of Israel out 
of slavery in Egypt and towards freedom in the 
Promised Land.  In it, we hear that the people 
of Israel, travelling through the desert, became 
hungry and frightened by the prospect of what 
seemed like imminent starvation, and so they 
started to complain about their leaders Moses and 
Aaron.  ‘If only we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the land of Egypt’ they grumble, ‘when we 
sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread, for 
you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger’.  

The Lord’s response is to ‘rain bread from 
heaven’: to send what the Bible describes as 
manna: a bread-like substance which comes 
from above with the dew of the morning.  The 
manna is described as being ‘fine (and flaky), as 
fine as frost on the ground’, so it was probably 
somewhat similar in appearance and texture to 
the wafers that we use for the Eucharist.  This 
manna is the food that God gives his people as 
they go on their pilgrim way through the desert.  
He gives it to them each and every day, not only 
so that they may have enough to sustain their 
bodies, but so that as they go through their 
journey, they may learn to rely more and more 
deeply on God for all their needs.  So, as well as 
being something wonderful in itself, bread takes 
on a new dimension: that of a gift to sustain God’s 
people on their pilgrim way, and to bring them into 
a deeper and deeper relationship with the God 
who sustains them in ways they could never have 
expected or looked for.  

And then there is a third dimension: at his last 
supper, Jesus takes the bread and wine, which are 
already wonderful things, freighted in Our Lord’s 
Jewish tradition with theological significance, and 
he speaks over them his own word of power: ‘this 
is my body’; ‘this is my blood’.  

In his book How to Do Things with Words, the 
twentieth century philosopher JL Austin said 

Fr Edward Dowler’s  
Corpus Christi Sermon



17

that there were certain ways that you can use 
language which don’t simply point out what is the 
case, but actually make things happen.  Examples 
of what he’s talking about are if a police officer 
says ‘you’re under arrest’, or when you’re getting 
married and you say ‘with this ring, I thee wed’.  
In both cases and any others these words don’t 
just describe something that is happening: they 
actually bring into being a new reality.  Similarly, 
when Jesus in his own person or in that of his 
body the Church says over the bread and wine: 
‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’, those 
words bring a new reality into effect.

From the very first time that Jesus started 
teaching his disciples about how it was necessary 
to eat his flesh and drink his blood, they have 
wondered about whether he really could mean 
this.  In St John’s gospel, we hear them complain: 
‘this teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ 
And that because of what he had said on this 
subject that ‘many of the disciples turned back 
and no longer went about with him’.  And Jesus’s 
followers have often found it difficult ever since.  
Over the course of Christian history, people have 
often in different ways suggested that perhaps 
the bread and wine of the Eucharist are really just 
symbols of his body and blood, things that help 
us to remember them and what he did.  The only 
problem with this is that at his Last Supper and 
in his teaching about the Eucharist, Jesus himself 
does not describe them as symbols.  He says very 
categorically, ‘This is my body’ and ‘This is my 
blood’ and that ‘those who eat my flesh and drink 
my blood abide in me, and I in them’.  

So, to summarise, the bread and wine come to us, 
like the whole of God’s creation, already charged 
up with the grandeur of God.  They are then 
turbo-charged by the fact that in the Bible, bread 
recalls God’s gift to his people of manna in the 
wilderness.  And they are finally super-charged by 
Jesus’s word of power, by which he gives his own 
body and blood to the Church so that we may be 
infused with his life, and abide in him for ever.

Why does this matter?  Well, let me just end with a 
final thought.  For many people in the world today 
with widely different types of belief system, God is 
very remote.  For example, for Muslims, the one, 
holy God is envisaged as utterly separated from 
his creatures, utterly other than them; completely 
distinct from everything that he has made.  
Similarly, for many people with a western, liberal 

mindset, God is also remote, but in a different 
way: he is a vague cultural memory who may or 
may not mean something to them, but is certainly 
not close at hand.  For the Church, however, as 
we celebrate supremely on this feast of Corpus 
Christi, God is not remote: he is here.  In these 
wonderful gifts of his body and blood, Christ 
himself slips into the middle of our worshipping 
assembly, so that he can be with us here and 
now, right where we are.  When he was born in 
Bethlehem, he came to be with us in history and 
now, as an extension of that, he comes to be with 
us in the present in the holy sacrament of the altar.  
The wonder of this day is expressed memorably 
by John Betjeman in his poem Christmas:

No love that in a family dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare -
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.
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Eastbourne’s newest and finest florist.  And now together with a wonderful coffee shop & tea room.  
This unique and beautiful shop serves probably the best flowers and the best beverages in town.

Stunning Quality Floristry for  
Weddings, Funerals and Corporate Events  
with exclusive Workshops and Courses – 
and the freshest flowers anywhere!

Extraordinary value,  
Delivery to any UK address  
– inc FREE local, same day delivery.

www.thebloomfactory.co.uk
87 Seaside Road, Eastbourne BN21 3PL
hello@thebloomfactory.co.uk / 01323 302302
facebook.com/thebloomfactoryuk

Bud – Bean – Bake

#LoveFlowers    #LoveCoffee   #LoveEastbourne

THE BLO OM FACTORY
FLORIST CAFÉ
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The Feast of the Assumption, known in the 
Eastern church as the “Falling Asleep of the All 
Holy Mother of God” (or Dormition), marks one 
of the defined dogmas of the church. Feast Day 
Cookbook describes the charming customs 
from so many countries surrounding this day, 
including Poland, Italy, Portugal and France.

The great feast of this month is that of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin — the Day of 
the Great Lady, as it is called by a saint whose 
feast also comes in August: Stephen, the first king 
of Hungary. In the Orthodox Church the feast is 
known as the Falling Asleep of the All Holy Mother 
of God.

This is not only Mary’s greatest festival, but one of 
her oldest, for belief that she was taken up bodily 
into heaven after her death goes back to the early 
Christian ages, even though only recently has 
it been defined as a dogma of faith. “How shall 
Paradise not take her up who brought life to all 
mankind?” asks Saint Augustine, speaking of it as 
an accepted belief in his day.

Everywhere the day has its charming customs. 
In Eastern countries all women bearing the name 
of Mary, or a name derived from one of her 
attributes, keep open house in Our Lady’s honor 
and welcome all who come.

In Poland the day is known as the Feast of Our 
Lady of Herbs, for the peasants take to church 
sweet-smelling bouquets of their finest blossoms 
mixed with the green of herbs. And Poles in 
America also honor the feast as that of Our Lady 
of Flowers; at church children sing hymns both in 
Polish and English, and later to the lively music of 
a polonaise the grown-ups swing into the dances 
of their motherland.

In many parts of Italy, the statue of Our Lady is 
carried in procession through the streets to the 
cathedral or church. And in Siena there takes 
place a noted race called the Palio (Standard) 
in honor of the Assumption of the Virgin. This 
race is held in the splendid public square of the 
city, shaped like a scallop shell and surrounded 
by ancient and beautiful buildings draped with 
banners for the occasion. Each ward or parish 
sends to the race a horse, which is first taken 

past the cathedral door to receive the bishop’s 
blessing. The medieval costumes of the pages 
and grooms, of the captain and standard bearers, 
the furious race of the bareback riders around the 
stone-paved square, the crowds of onlookers from 
adjoining streets and balconies, make of this a 
memorable occasion. The winning parish or ward 
carries on a celebration after the race. Scaloppine 
al Marsala is the appropriate dish for Italians.

In Portugal the Romeria, as the festival held on the 
Assumption is called, is marked with the playing 
of a brass band and of drums and bagpipes. And 
the statues of Mary, Queen of the Angels, are 
crowned in the churches.

In Armenia there is the Blessing of the Grapes on 
the Sunday nearest the feast of the Assumption. 
Great trays of the fruit are brought into the 
churches, and after they are blessed each 
member of the congregation carries a bunch 
home. Feasts are held in the vineyards, and at this 
time the first grapes of the season are eaten.

In France August 15th is in general a day for 
parties and excursions into the country. At 
Quimper in Brittany, there is held the Feast of the 
Soul, dedicated to Mary as the great consoler. 
It is here considered a day for betrothals, when 
young men and women come to ask her blessing 
on their future. The image of the Virgin is placed 
at the church door during the day, and at night 
carried into the village square, later to be returned 
in procession to her shrine. Then to the light of 
bonfires and the music of bagpipes, the young 
people dance and make merry. A Quimper 
specialty is Crevettes à la Béchamel (Shrimps with 
Bechamel Sauce).

Assumptiontide Traditions

A Marian procession 
in San Cataldo, Sicily, 
for the Feast of the 
Assumption.
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Upfields Complete Bathrooms Ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 
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How we became 
a ’Robed Choir’
Ode to Robes

St Saviour’s and St Peter’s
The choir were all good sports
But turned up Sunday mornings 
In colours of all sorts!
When the new choirmaster
Took over just last year
He thought ‘No robes?’ disaster
And shed a great big tear

So we all set to work
And Launched a choir appeal
We held a coffee morning
Which to be ideal
Film shows cake sales and a concert
And even ‘songs of Praise’
Are just a few examples
How money we did raise

Our Mary’s fit and healthy
She rides a mountain bike
And our robe fund healthy
On that good trusty bike
She did a sponsored bike ride
On one wet Saturday
To churches far and wide
Which helped us on our way!

We all did laugh one Friday
When measuring was done
Waist, hip, bust neck and shoulders
Caused much amount of fun!
The foolish choirmaster
He lied on his waist size
But later changed the order
He thought he’d not been wise!

And so we’d like to thank you
For your support of us
In helping raise the money
With very little fuss
Now when we sing each Sunday
We look the same ’so smart’
And the new choir master
He feels we look the part!!

Courtesy of Mary Delves

Timberrrrrrrr!
At long last and after some negotiation with 
the local council, the two dead trees in the 
Hardwick Road carpark area have finally 
been felled.

Whilst they have been dead for some time, 
we have had difficulty in arranging to have 
them inspected and consequently obtaining 
permission to have them removed.

It seems that they had suffered ‘Dutch Elm 
Disease’, and there was no question about 
their removal, in fact the felling operation 
was organised and undertaken within a week 
of diagnosis.

As it was a case of Dutch Elm Disease, 
the council made a financial contribution 
towards the removal of the offending trees.
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‘Greater in honour than the 
cherubim, and glorious 
incomparably more than the 
seraphim; thou who inviolate didst 
bring forth God the Word, and art 
indeed the Mother of God: thee 
do we magnify’ 

John Tavener’s setting of the 
Orthodox antiphon interpolated 
into the Anglican Magnificat 
covered the catholic rite of 
censing the coronation altar by 
the Dean at solemn Evensong, 
concluding a memorable day 
of devotion in Westminster 
Abbey. Before that altar, on 
the Cosmati pavement where 
monarchs are crowned, 
stood the statue of Our Lady, 
Queen and Mother, carried 
from England’s Nazareth 
at Walsingham. The gentle 
tone of Tavener’s chant 
setting was an unarguable 
statement about Mary that 
captured the spirit of an 
ecumenical day of devotion, 
in which the Walsingham 
shrines collaborated with 
Westminster Abbey hosting 
a day of celebration in 
Mary’s month of May. 

As a Priest Associate of the Holy 
House at Walsingham, I am committed, with two 
thousand other clergy and hundreds of thousands 
of laity, ‘to further, with the aid of Our Lady’s 
prayers, the conversion of the nations and the 
reunion of Christendom.’ There are some days 
when you feel things are moving forward on this 
and 4 May 2019 was such a day. To see over 
the head of Mary’s effigy brought into the Abbey 
sanctuary the words inscribed over the high altar 
from Revelation—‘ The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ’—was deeply moving. They were for a day 
not just aspiration, but touched on reality there  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
and then as hundreds of people did business with 
God, bringing the nation on their hearts. 

Bishop Philip North spoke of it being the day 
we placed Mary back at the heart of our nation 
through the Abbey’s hospitality. In his address 
we were reminded of how King Richard II made 
England Our Lady’s Dowry, the origin of the 
revived Society of Our Lady of Pew to which 
I belong at the Abbey. To bring Mary from 
England’s Nazareth to stand in a Westminster 
rocked by political uncertainties and at the 

Greater than the Cherubim!
John Twisleton reflects on the Walsingham Festival in Westminster Abbey 
(taken from NewDirections June 2019)
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heart of a church hesitant to evangelize was a 
countercultural breath of the Spirit. Devotion to 
Christ’s Mother is nothing private, the bishop 
reminded us. It explodes outwards in presenting 
her son countering the ‘lazy universalism’ in the 
church today, promoting holiness, justice and 
openness to do what God requires of us. 

To mark a historic occasion, Cambridge history 
professor Eamon Duffy spoke in the afternoon on 
‘Walsingham: from ruin to restoration.’ It was a 
graphic, amusing talk moving through the origin, 
ruination and restoration of England’s Nazareth in 
Norfolk. As one familiar with Fr Wagner’s legacy in 
Brighton and Buxted, I appreciated Duffy’s picture 

of the charismatic yet controversial Fr Hope 
Patten who moved north from Sussex to restore 
the shrine. His curate, Fr Scott James, went over 
to the Roman Catholics, setting up a rival shrine; 
another charismatic who preached with a Siamese 
cat on his shoulders! Duffy chronicled how the 
shrines moved closer over the years leading to 
the 2018 ecumenical covenant. ‘The door of the 
Holy House opened by Richeldis remains open’ 
he concluded, reflecting the open heart of God 
and his home at Nazareth. That statement was 
repeated by Archbishop Rino Fisichella from the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in his 
evensong sermon ‘The house of Mary is open to 
all who in the depth of their hearts see the need to 
seek Jesus.’ 

Westminster Abbey can feel like a shrine to 
self-importance with so many epitaphs, but the 
abbey’s inclusive yet distinctive Christian worship 
runs counter to this in affirming God as the one in 
whom we find significance. As Bishop Rino said: 
‘We can hide nothing from the sacred face’ whose 
energising gaze is on us. ‘The Lord is a God who 
knows all, who lifts the poor... we love and know 
we’re loved in Mary’s House... we feel part of 
something greater than us that doesn’t oppress 
us.’ The towering greatness of the Abbey was 
made light and spacious that day by the sense 
of God’s presence in Mary on the coronation 
pavement and the un-selfconscious devotion 
of the crowd of which I was a part. As a brother 
priest said as people flocked to the ‘carousel’ 
of devotions: ‘To see so many doing individual 
business with God in a church is hopeful and 
heartwarming’. 

Fr John Twisleton is a Priest Associate of the  
Holy House at Walsingham. 

ASSUMPTIONTIDE MASS & GARDEN PARTY 
(Includes Wine and Cocktails)

18th AUGUST 2019
Mass will be at 10.30am followed by Coffee as normal.  

There will then be a Garden Party in the Vicarage Garden
Tickets priced £12.00 (children Free) will available mid-July
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Goodness – don’t these months go by in a 
blink?  July is upon us and as we go through 
these summer months with another lovely 
season of concerts I think that we should focus 
a little more on the music that happens week 
by week in the church and, more importantly on 
those who provide it for us. 

We have a fiercely loyal band of ladies and 
gentlemen who make up your choir and they turn 
out rain or shine and work jolly hard to lead the 
singing and provide music to support the liturgy.  
But, they are small in number and we need more 
members, not just to increase the sound, but also 
to enable us to build on the repertoire so that we 
can provide more varied and complex motets for 
Sunday morning worship.  It would also take the 
pressure off some who, quite understandably, 
want to have a Sunday off, for whatever reason.  If 
you think you, or some one that you know, might 
be interested in singing with us, please come and 
see me – I’m really not that scary.

As I type this I have literally just come from 
the church having been on hand to help at the 
recording session for our CD.  The recording work 
is complete – now comes the work of editing and 
producing the disc, which should be ready in 
the autumn.  It has been a fascinating process.   
What I have been particularly impressed by is 
the attention to detail making sure that each 
bar is note perfect.  It is going to be a lovely 

recording and I commend it to you.  As I have said 
previously, if you feel that you would like to make 
a contribution to the recording, any amount will be 
welcome.  Please see the churchwardens or me.

The concerts for June were of a very high standard 
and of great interest.  Nick Tudgey with his guitar 
was like a breath of fresh air and brought a whole 
new sound to St Saviour’s – I shall certainly be 
asking him back.  His playing was of such intricacy 
and demonstrated the use of the instrument in a 
way that I have  never witnessed.

Then there was Aleks!  What a stunning pianist he is 
and what a brilliant recital he gave us on that sunny 
Sunday afternoon.  We had music by Chopin, 
Bartok and Schubert.  It was a real treat and a 
privilege to witness (I was turning pages) such 
masterful, yet sensitive playing.  He will be back 
next year; look out for him and come along!

It was a huge disappointment for me that my 
friend Stephen Disley was unable to play for us on 
the 1st July.  Unfortunately, he was unwell.  These 
things happen and are completely understandable, 
but it did mean that there was an audience that 
needed entertainment!!!

It just so happened that Alex Eadon was hanging 
around the church (preparing for his recording) 
so I asked if he would play a bit, which he did.  It 
was also an opportunity for a pupil of his, Chelsea 
Chung, to give her first public recital.  She played 
pieces by, Bach, Bartok and Leighton.   It’s always 
a very nerve-wracking experience to play for the 
first time in public, but she did a great job and 
helped me out enormously.  My thanks to them 
both.  So, between the three of us, we were able 
to put on a show.  I would like to thank those 
who came along for being so supportive and 
understanding.

Our next event is an organ recital by Jonathan 
Eyre on 27th July.  This is a Saturday evening 
concert.  Please come and support him, he is 
a lovely player and a very engaging personality 
who you will find very entertaining.  Then our next 
Monday lunch time concert on the 29th will be 
given by Sean Tucker, formerly the organist at 
Wimborne Minster.

I think that will do for this month.  I have gone on 
for quite a bit this time round.  I can see that a lot 
of this will be edited out!  Enjoy the sunshine! xx



25

Harrow Choral Society

Choral Classics

Conductor : Simon Williams

St Saviour's Church
South Street
Eastbourne
BN21 4UT

Saturday
13th July 2019
5.00 pm

Registered Charity: 262070

www.harrowchoral.org.uk

Free Admission

A selection of
well-loved
sacred
anthems

Mendelssohn
Parry
Bach
Pärt

Haydn
Britten
Purcell

Organ : Bernard Barker

(retiring collection in support of St Saviour's Church
Organ Restoration Fund)
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Sunday 21st July   2.45pm

Piano Recital
Tickets £10 on the door

Irina Lyakhovskaya

Monday 5th August   1.00pm

Organ Recital 

David Force

Saturday 27th July   7.30pm 

Organ Recital 

Jonathan Eyre

Monday 29th July   1.00pm 

Organ Recital 

Sean Tucker

Monday 26th August   12noon

Piano Recital

John Bruzon

Thursday 8th August   7.00pm 

Orchestral Concert 

Concerto Konstanz
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Evensong 
at  
Chichester  
Cathedral

On Wednesday 12th June  
St Saviour’s was prayed for 
at the 8am Holy Communion 
service and at the Evensong 
at 5.30pm in the cathedral. 
We were invited to the 
cathedral to attend the 
Evensong, and join some of 
the members of the Cathedral 
Friends for tea beforehand, in 
the Cloisters Café. 

Twelve of us, including  
Fr Mark, made the journey to 
Chichester in the rain. We had 
been offered a guided tour, 
but as most of us had made a 
number of previous visits, to 
the cathedral we didn’t take 
up this offer, but some of us 

did spend time taking in the 
beauty of the building. 

At 4.30pm we were warmly 
welcomed by two of the 
Friends, who served us cake, 
tea and fellowship before 
showing us into the cathedral 
to our reserved seats in the 
choir. As it was a Wednesday, 
the cathedral choir’s day off, 
the Evensong was sung by a 
visiting school choir from the 
Royal Alexandra and Albert 
School. They sang very well, 
including the anthem “If ye  
love me” by Tallis. 

It was a very enjoyable 
afternoon.
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Hello Darlings
Isn’t it lovely to finally have some HOT weather 
to complain about.

As I rack my brains about what to write I have just 
returned from the first Mass with Fr Tom as our 
Curate – such stress for one so young I thought. 

It all went 
splendidly 
and the 
following 
meet and 
greet 
reception 
was a great 
success. 

He and Will 
seemed to 
cope with all 
the strange 
faces with 
great aplomb. 
Nice to see 
the family 
support as 
well.

Tom will do well. He’s a Northerner and all 
Northerners are born with grit in their bones. 
Upon learning that Will plays the Clarinet he was 
pounced upon by the various music devotees on 
the congregation so we can see a Recital coming 
up soon we hope. 
 
The Clarinet brought back memories of my ex 
partner who played the Ukulele. Many an evening 
was spent with me reading my Missal whilst 
listening to ‘Oh Mr Woo how do you do’.  To say 
he was a Male version of Tessie O’Shea 
was an understatement  – younger readers should 

consult Google. 
I digress...

The previous day 
a large contingent 
from  
St Saviour’s 
travelled to 
Chichester 
for Tom’s 
Ordination. 
To say it was 

HOT was no 
mistake. 31°C when we arrived 

and to cap it all, the coach didn’t have working air 
conditioning so we frazzled en route. Poor Fr Tony 
wished he wasn’t ‘on the sunny side of the street’

A splendid impressive two hour service was 
followed by very welcome drinks and nibbles in 
a private garden in baking sun courtesy of ‘The 
Parents’.  One of our best outings I think.  Thanks 
to all who organised it. I had a very Yummy lunch in 
Côte brasserie beforehand - not alone I may add.
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This is a bumper edition covering two months so 
what’s happening?

At long last the recording of the Organ is in the 
can – or will be. Taking place over 2nd and 3rd 
July. Look out for the release date of the CD.

More Eucharistic Ministers are being trained up 
AT LAST.

The Harrow Choir are giving a Recital on Saturday 
13th at 5pm – please do support this.

The Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place 
from 19th to 22nd July.

Three Organ Recitals - two in July and one in 
August plus a Piano Recital and a German group 
Concerto Konstanz giving a concert on Thursday 
8th August.  

Look out for flyers or ask Paul Collins if you can 
catch him. Very busy man these days.

The Parish Garden Party is on Sunday 18th 
August and promises to be a humdinger. I’m 
hoping we can get Fr Mark to do another Bingo 
session if not then perhaps as part of Chat Stop. 
Make a change from quizzes.

Peeping in my Birthday book I see that Diana (Holy 
Duster) Dean has one coming up shortly followed 
the next day by Hannah Bonini and while we are at 
Walsingham it’s Hugh (The Server) Balitcha.

Wasn’t it a nice ‘7’ cake to celebrate Juliet and 
John’s joint birthday. Another splendid example of 
Paul Fella’s artistic bent.  

The cake to welcome Tom and Will was also by 
him.  Taking orders for Christmas Cakes yet Paul?

Good news from Woking in that Fr Gerard is on 
the way to a full recovery. A long road, but his 
Faith and our Prayers have helped I’m sure.  Love 
from us all Fr Gerard.

As we do not yet possess suitable vestments for 
Fr Tom we are most grateful to our friends at  
Our Lady of Ransom for the loan of some of 
theirs. Thank you Fr Raglan.

The highlight of my Birthday this year was 
an appointment at the Podiatry Clinic. Age is 
beginning to tell.  I’m still trying to get Gin on 
prescription but having no success. Meanies.

Well I’ve had enough typing on this hot sunny 
afternoon and it’s still 57 Minutes ’til the sun goes 
over the yardarm.

Chin chin my dears – until the Autumn

Lots of love
KITTY x
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Dates for your Diary July 2019
Mon  1 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 2 12 noon Mass  Feria
Wed 3 10.30am Mass  S Thomas Ap.
Thur 4 10.30am Mass  Feria
Fri 5 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 6 09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 7 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  8 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 9 12 noon  Mass  Feria 
Wed 10 10.30am Mass  Feria 
Thur 11 10.30am Mass  S Benedict Ab.
Fri  12 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 13 09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 14 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  15 10.30am Mass S. Bonaventure Dr.
Tues 16 12 noon Mass  Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Wed 17 10.30am Mass  Feria  Guild of All Souls
Thur 18 10.30am Mass  Feria
Fri  19 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 20  09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 21 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass
Mon 22 10.30am Mass  S Mary Magdalene
Tues 23 12 noon Mass  S Bridget of Sweden   Walsingham Cell 
Wed 24  10.30am Mass  Feria 
Thur 25  10.30am Mass  S James Ap.
Fri  26 12 noon Mass  Ss Joachim and Anne
Sat 27 09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 28 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass
Mon  29 10.30am Mass S Martha
Tues 30 12 noon Mass  Feria 
Wed 31 10.30am Mass  S Ignatius Loyola   7pm Mass (PCC)
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Dates for your Diary August 2019
Thur 1 10.30am Mass  S Alphonsus Liguori Bp. Dr.
Fri 2 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 3 09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 4 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass
Mon  5 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 6 12 noon  Mass  The Transfiguration of the Lord
Wed 7 10.30am Mass  Feria  CBS
Thur 8 10.30am Mass  S Dominic Pr.
Fri  9 12 noon Mass  S Teresa Benedicta of the Cross V. M.
Sat 10 09.00am Mass  S Laurence Dn. M.
Sun 11 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time  08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  12 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 13 12 noon Mass  Feria
Wed 14 10.30am Mass  S Maximilian Kolbe Pr.  Guild of All Souls 
Thur 15 10.30am Mass  Feria
Fri  16 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 17 09.00am Mass  Feria
Sun 18 The Assumption of the BVM (tr.) 08.00am Mass 10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  19 10.30am Mass  Feria
Tues 20 12 noon Mass  S Bernard Ab.   
Wed 21 10.30am Mass  S Pius X P.
Thur 22 10.30am Mass  Our Lady Mother and Queen
Fri 23 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 24 09.00am Mass  S Bartholomew Ap.
Sun 25 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 08.00am Mass  10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  26 10.30am Mass Feria
Tues 27 12 noon Mass  S Monica  Walsingham Cell
Wed 28 10.30am Mass  S Augustine Bp. Dr.
Thur 29 10.30am Mass  The Beheading of S John the Baptist
Fri 30 12 noon Mass  Feria
Sat 31 09.00am Mass  S Aidan and the Saints of Lindisfarne
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Vicar Fr Mark McAulay SSC 01323 722317 
 The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA  

Curate Fr Tom Crowley 749630

Hon Associate Clergy Fr Paul Christian SSC 460905  
 Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
 Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Fr Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 

Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061
Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283
Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577
Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410
Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 351014 

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Church Hall Manager Mrs Heather Neilsen-Bonini 07876 288794
Deputy Safeguarding Officer Mrs Pauline Fella 656346
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Events Co-ordinator Mr Paul Fella  656346
Flower Arranging  Mrs Rita Orchard   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean, Mrs Lynette Newman 

Church Cleaning Please contact Churchwardens
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam   525058 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  485399
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 381796
Guild of All Souls  Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283 


