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Church Services

Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  Solemn Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm 
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Vicar.

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10.00am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour's Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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The Parish Magazine is published on 
the first Sunday of the month. 
Production: Paul Fella
Matter for publication should be submitted to 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com

Copy deadline is 20th of the month and articles 
should be no longer than 750 words. News items 
or reports should be factual and no longer than 
250 words. Articles are copyright to the author 
and may not be reproduced in any form without 
the written permission of the author or Editor. The 
Editor's decision is final regarding content. 

Disclaimers:  The Editor does not necessarily 
agree with all of the views expressed in this 
magazine. St Saviour’s Eastbourne, is the parish 
church of St Saviour and St Peter. The parish and 
its representatives do not endorse or recommend 
any of the products or services advertised in this 
Magazine. Caveat emptor!
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My dear friends, 

Maundy Thursday brings Lent to an end.  That 
night we begin the three days which are both 
at the centre of our Christian year and also at 
the centre of the mystery of our very existence 
– as we recall the wondrous events of the 
passion, death and resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Why are these three days so important ?  What 
should they mean for us ?  Why should we make 
these three days different from all the other days 
of the year?

This three-day feast, the Easter Triduum (from the 
Latin for three days), is the central feast of the 
year for Christians – it is, in fact, what distinctively 
defines us.  Everything we do – and are – in the 
other fifty-one weeks of the year takes its meaning 
from the mysteries into which we enter in these 
three days.  They are days to be enjoyed – and 
certainly not to be missed.

Of course we all have commitments of varying 
sorts : family, work, social, entertainment, and so 
on.  But on just these three days we are asked 
– wherever humanly possible – to set aside all 
engagements and to plan ahead so that we can 
make a commitment to be free to participate fully 
in the life of Christ’s body, the Church, from the 
Thursday night to the great Vigil on Saturday.

Some are able to make Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday into days of self-denial and 
fasting.  Others begin to prepare for the Vigil by 
extra periods of prayer and reflection (a good 
opportunity is in the watch at the Altar of Repose 
after the liturgy on Maundy Thursday).  There is 

no ‘right’ way – the important thing is that we 
make the commitment and make ourselves ready.  
Had Christ not been committed to our salvation, 
he would not have died on the cross for us – the 
least we can do is to enter into this mystery of our 
redemption by attending Church on these great 
three days.

There are also daily opportunities throughout 
Holy Week (in the mornings and in the evenings) 
to attend Mass and make our confession.  But 
whatever we do, we should make it our priority 
to attend the three liturgies of Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.  It is an insult 
to the Lord to come and enjoy the party of his 
resurrection at Easter if you haven’t walked the 
way of the cross together with him through this 
most Holy Week.  

Each time we gather in these three days to 
be enriched by God’s word and sacrament, 
we celebrate in scripture and song, in sign 
and in ritual, God’s never ceasing and wholly 
unconditional love for us – love which is so great 
that God allowed himself to be killed for us.   
A love which is almost incomprehensible.  

And all we are asked to do is show some 
commitment.  

But are we willing to make it or just continue to 
take this great gift – which cannot be bought at 
any price – for granted?  If we do, then shame  
on us.

Mark the dates and the times in your diaries now 
and commit yourself to enter into the mystery.

With my love and prayers for a Holy and happy 
Easter,

Fr Mark

THE THREE DAYS of our SALVATION

There is no ‘right’ way – 
the important thing is  
that we make the 
commitment and make 
ourselves ready. 
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The winners of the February 
2019 100's Club draw were:

1st 37 - Joanne Green

2nd  74 - William Nugent

3rd 48 - Bell Baker
2019 is our thirteenth year. 
The cost remains at £2 per month 
(£24 for the year). Currently 
prizes remain at £40, £20 and £10 
respectively, however if the level  
falls so will the prize money.

All profit goes to the Church and 
Church Room.  

Please sign up for this year. See 
Steve Gilbert or call (01323 469078). 

If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham
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PALM SUNDAY  
14th April  

8.00am MASS  
with Blessing of Palms

10.30am SOLeMN MASS 
with Blessing of Palms and 

Procession

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
18th April  

8.00pm SOLeMN MASS  
wth Washing of feet 

and Watch at the  
Altar of Repose

GOOD FRIDAY  
19th April  
10.00am  

STATIONS OF THe CROSS
2.00pm 

LITURGY OF THe DAY

HOLY SATURDAY  
20th April  

7.30pm eASTeR VIGIL

eASTeR DAY  
21st April  

8.00am MASS
10.30am SOLeMN MASS 

Our Easter Devotions
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There will be a 
Chocolate Raffle 

after Mass on 
Sunday April 

14th in the hall 
Any donations would be 
most welcome for this  

fund raising event

Please contact  
Rosemarie emery or  

Sue Metcalfe if you can help

Mothering Sunday 
– what a treat!
Mothering Sunday saw the relaunch of our 
Childrens’ Church –  how appropriate!  

The church was very 
full as it was a day for 
celebrating family life.
The day was made even 
more relevant by the 
giving out of daffodil 
posies made by members 
of the congregation and the sharing of  
                           a wonderful Simnel Cake made  
                                 specially by Gill Goff for  
                                     morning coffee to help us  
                                    celebrate Laetare Sunday 
                                                  after Mass.

Lent Lunches
Our first Lent Lunch was held on 22 March and 
was enjoyed by 28 people – not all of whom 
were members of our regular congregation. 

As is customary there was a choice of two soups 
and a variety of breads and cheeses. The event 
made £225 (including a £5 donation) and this 
will be added to the proceeds of the second 
lunch and then divided equally between for our 
two chosen charities.  Our second Lent Lunch 
is expected to do equally well. Thank you to all 
those that helped prepare and serve the lunches.
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So what happened?
A huge ‘Thank You’ to all those who completed and returned the various papers in the 
Stewardship Campaign packs distributed last December.  Your help and support in this practical 
way is sincerely appreciated.

The overall response was most encouraging, with well over half of individuals and households 
on the electoral roll returning ‘Promise’ forms.  Not at all bad considering this is the first ever 
Stewardship Campaign carried out at St Saviour’s.  

The declared total of new and existing ‘Promises’ (individual giving is entirely confidential) will 
help the Finance Committee to plan and budget for the future.  These included a number of new 
converts to the Parish Giving Scheme, which is marvellous as your giving in this easy, practical and 
efficient way involves us in no work at all. 

Thank you too to those who indicated their special talents and interests.  We will be following-up on 
these - so be prepared!

So what happens next?
You have not heard the last of Stewardship by any means!  

Over the coming months I shall tell you of the many financial challenges St Saviour’s is facing, 
and how the money you are giving is being used to meet them.  Stewardship is not just about 
your giving.  The PCC has a role to play too, in being good and efficient stewards and using our 
resources in the most cost-effective and practical way.  

As Fr Mark made clear in his covering letter to the Stewardship pack, our Church’s  financial 
problems are at a critical point, and need to be brought into the open and addressed. With your 
support, prayers and goodwill these will be overcome, so that we can move into a new chapter in 
the life and witness of St Saviour’s.

Please feel free to talk to me about Stewardship at any time – or to Fr Mark or Carl about money 
matters in general.

Thank You
Jim Tomsett 

Stewardship Recorder 



8

April Programme for CTe
Civic Prayer Breakfast 
Friday 5 April
Ed Walker is the keynote speaker at this year’s Civic Prayer Breakfast.  Ed heads up Hope 
into Action, a charity which provides accommodation for homeless people linked to friendship 
support from a local church. Four of the properties are in Eastbourne. The Prayer Breakfast is 
for local church, civic, charity or business leaders.  If you think the breakfast is for you, contact 
organiser, Arthur Cornell

 
Maunder’s Olivet to Calvary
Monday April 8th at 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church, Willingdon

Concert at Christchurch Seaside
Saturday 13 April 7.30pm
Tickets £6; to reserve contact 07845070141 or secretary@ccwithsp.org
Tickets on the door are subject to availability

Good Friday Walk of Witness in Polegate
Friday 19 April
Churches Together in Polegate, Willingdon and Jevington, 10-10.30 am starting at Polegate 
Community Centre and ending at St John’s Church

 
Good Friday Walk with the Cross
Friday 19 April
Old Town Churches Together – starting 9.30am

 
Beachy Head Sunrise Service
Easter Sunday 21 April
5.40am on Beachy Head, led by Victoria Baptist Church

 
Butts Brow Easter Day Sunrise Service 
Easter Sunday 21 April
The Churches Together in Polegate, Willingdon and Jevington service will start at 5.45 am followed 
by breakfast at St John’s Polegate. To book breakfast contact Ben Pratt on 01323 841249 or 
email Bnjmnpratt@aol.com 

 
NetworX Table Sale and Craft Fair 
Saturday 27 April, 10am - 2pm 
Book a table to sell your own items ( £10 for a small table, £12 for a large table) or volunteer to help 
at this event at Victoria Baptist Church in aid of NetworX. Contact Fiona Revell to book or volunteer. 
NetworX welcomes and befriends refugees and immigrants to Eastbourne. They also need 
volunteers to run their own table on 27 April
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SATURDAY 18th MAY 2019   
in The CHURCH HALL  

 
10am until 3pm

TOMBOLA  CAKE STALL  BOOKS  JIGSAWS     
…and lots more

 ADMISSION  50p
includes Tea/Coffee and Biscuits   

ALL PROCEEDS FOR CHURCH FUNDS 
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…John was never one to join the traditional 
‘Catholic Societies’ such as SSC, but he had a 
lifelong devotion to OLW, and was an ever faithful 
Priest Associate, never missing an opportunity to 
come to the Shrine, even when increasing infirmity 
limited how much he could do. One of my earliest 
memories of John was at the National with Brenda 
and the teenage boys, all in various garments of 
denim cloth with the vestures and accoutrements 
of their life styles about them. They looked, for all 
the world, like a Southern US Red Neck Family on 
their way to a Folk Rally at Nashville! I thought ‘of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven’, and perhaps only 
Walsingham could bring them together with all the 
more straight laced – and that was just the clergy 
who in those days were very be-laced!

His first parish as Vicar meant a move up north 
to Leigh in Manchester, which was not a happy 
place and so it was beyond his experience to 
help it forward. In those days some parishes were 
graded as ‘Second Incumbencies’, places where 
the priest had learned the ropes of being in charge 
and the authorities realised it was not the place 
for him. 

Then came the call from Bishop Eric.
Like the estate it was set to serve, St Cuthman’s 
Whitehawk was built in between the wars for 
people re-housed by the Council from the 
Victorian and earlier slums in the centre of 
Brighton. Thus the earliest residents moving 
street by street were families already bonded by 
living together, and after central Brighton it must 
have seemed like paradise. The church was in 
the brick Basilica style favoured by the Diocesan 
architect for new builds across the seaside sprawl 
of new estates along the South Coast. Its furniture 
and fittings screamed ‘Prayer Book Catholic’; 
Percy Dearmer would have loved it. It had a brief 
moment in the wartime spotlight, when an Enemy 
Plane, winged and limping back over the Channel, 
dropped its load on a Sunday afternoon. A photo 
of the Christus from above the High Altar left 
hanging by one hand over the devastation below 
made it to the National Press. Sadly the post war 
rebuild had nothing of the quality of the original, 
and even by the time John first saw it in the early 
eighties, it was beginning to fail. 

So was the parish thanks to years of the Council 
housing the ‘difficult cases’ there, making it 
increasingly a ‘sink estate’?  When Eric Kemp 
became the Bishop in 1974 there was no vicar. 
One day a man who had been brought up in the 
orphanage at Walsingham and taught the faith by 
Hope Patten suddenly pitched up on the Palace 
doorstep and announced that the Holy Spirit had 
told him that Eric had a job for him to do.  
Fr John Hall had been ordained in Australia and 
had a huge family. Bishop Eric told him that he 
had nothing on offer, except perhaps the most 
difficult parish in the diocese. No one wanted 
to go there. Hall exclaimed that it must be what 
the Spirit wants. Eric told him to go and look, 
especially thinking about the family. While he was 
away Eric rang his Australian Bishop who said that 
he was VERY Catholic and VERY Charismatic not 
quite what his diocese was like but if Eric thought 
he had a place then...whether it was ‘dead cats 
over the wall’ or ‘being economical with the truth’ 
who can tell. I realise I’m scratching sores here 
now, but it’s part of John’s story.

When Hall came back saying it was indeed the 
place the Spirit had for him, with his Walsingham 
background and the difficulties he was having 
filling the place with conventional clergy, Eric 
thought he should try.  The new Vicar began as 
he meant to go on, and soon we were aware that 
our neighbouring parishes were beginning to 
receive ‘refugees’. I remember an outburst at a 
Chapter meeting when he told us all that we were 
no Catholics but mere caretakers, with no vision 
of worship.  – It went down like a concrete glider 
with the famous old hands like Frs John Milburn 
and Ronnie Bulllivant, and the rest of us were 
none too impressed! Meanwhile he began to fall 
out with not just the Churchgoers, but also the 
local residents in general. 

There was a long standing Social Club in the 
Church Hall next door where among other 
things they had Bingo, oh and sold drink! – He 
would have no truck with gambling in any form, 
and using his wife railed that the place was like 
Sodom. She was definitely talking about the 
wrong part of town! He started to attack the 
building with his kids and the resulting standoff 

John Douglas Wright (part two of three)
By the Revd. Canon Beaumont Brandie SSC
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with the community was only partly calmed when 
he sold the Church Hall to them backed by the 
Police.

Then one morning I got a frantic phone call 
from John Hester, the Rural Dean. Could I come 
over? Jenny the long-suffering Churchwarden 
had rung to say that Hall and his family had 
done a moonlight flit. He needed a witness as 
the Vicarage looked like a bombsite and the 
church had been emptied of most of the furniture, 
registers and records. We found a lot of it jumbled 
up in the crypt and the wreckage of the Vicarage, 
but damage had been done and some was never 
found.

Meanwhile the Council’s answer to the social 
collapse of the estate was to demolish the original 
housing stock and rebuild, leaving some boarded 
up housing, others not, sticking out like teeth in a 
gum ravaged by a manic dentist. It did nothing for 
the behaviour of the residents.

Given that he needed a move, and was a Catholic 
Charismatic, with no obvious signs of belligerent 
lunacy, this was the state of the parish, which 

Bishop Eric offered, and John and Brenda with 
their family accepted in 1982. It was either an 
act of sheer madness, or Catholic obedience to 
the call ‘to go bring good news to the poor’ by 
living and proclaiming the incarnational faith in the 
heroic and historic mode of our Anglo Catholic 
forebears in the darkest slums of the great 
Victorian cities. I firmly believe it was the latter.

Demolition rubble provided the ammunition for 
the nightly sport for the local ‘yoof’ of smashing 
such windows as were left, and situated at the 
end of a Close, the Vicarage with a full set of 
glass provided a fitting culmination to the game. 
I suspect that it was the Insurance Company that 
finally forced the Diocese to install Polycarbonate 
Windows.

They lost count of burglaries, which were made all 
the more frustrating by the fact that their hound 
proved useless as a guard dog, being barely able 
to utter more than a whispered woof till in the end, 
to its own surprise, it learned to bark. God knows 
it had had more than enough practice.

                                                 to be continued/…
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What a party it was.  As you can see the 
Vicar was donning the latest in ecclesiastical 
headgear while removing some of the salting  
in the entrance hall, ably assisted by Brenda 
and Pam.

Paul was shinning up a tower fixing light fittings 
that were not working and changing light bulbs. 
Then he and Tony they set about high level dust 
and cobweb removal in the North Aisle.

Jean, John, Keith, Cathy, Pam and Brenda and the 
Vicar cleared out and tidied the Choir Vestry and 
Heather was cleaning the high level areas of the 
Baptistry and West end of the Church.  Pam and 
Cathy also gave a good tidy and clean to the old 
organ loft.

We broke for lunch, ably supplied by Pauline (who 
had a dodgy leg) and we finished about 3.30pm.  
It was not possible to do much more in a day, but 
there are plans afoot to make working parties a 
regular event to supplement the excellent work 
done by Rita and her able cleaning team.

Church Working ‘Party’!
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C O N G R E G A T I O N   1

REMINDER!  
Car Park permits

New Car Park Permits are now in use. 

This year we have introduced a fixed 
minimum charge of £45.00 for a 

Congregation permit.  
Please see Steve Gilbert and get your new 

‘electrostatic’ permit. 
FRoM 1st aPRIL aLL oLD PERMITS WILL 
CEaSE To BE VaLID. PLEaSE EnSuRE 
ThaT You DISPLaY YouR nEW PERMIT 

CLEaRLY on YouR WInDSCREEn.

ADVANCe NOTICe 

THERE WILL 
BE A  SPRING 
FAIR IN THE 

HALL ON  
SATURDAY 
MAY 18th 

Anyone that would be prepared 
to run a stall for this  

Fund Raising event, Please 
contact Sue Metcalfe or  

Rosemarie emery 

THERE WILL 
BE A  SPRING 
FAIR IN THE 

HALL ON  
SATURDAY 
MAY 18th 

The first outing for many, many years of this 
afternoon ‘session’ proved to be an amazingly 
popular outreach event. 

I would never have put Bingo and Pancakes 
together as an event, but as a Saturday afternoon 
pre-Lent Fund raiser it attracted about 50 people.  
Fr Mark was our ‘Surprise Guest’ Bingo Caller and 
Pancakes were being churned out by the dozen in 
the kitchen, by Mary, Jenny, Paul and Pauline.

The afternoon proved to be a lot of fun for all 
concerned, and even the kitchen staff had time 
for the second session of Bingo!  If Fr Mark ever 
needs a third career as a ‘non-PC’ Bingo Caller, 
his future is definitely assured.

The event made over £110.00 and thanks should 
go to Elizabeth for promoting the event so 
vigorously and to Tony and Pam for their expert 
handling of the dishwasher!

Eyes down for a Full House  
– well nearly!
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Notes from the PCC meeting 
held on Tuesday 19 March 2019
The meeting started on a positive note; Fr Mark reported that more names have been added to 
the Open Church team, 29 people attended the first Stations of the Cross; 19 attended the first 
Lent Course and all 75 Lent booklets were sold. There was a vote of thanks to all who made the 
funeral service for Fr John and the memorial service for Shirley Barrell so uplifting and such fitting 
tributes. There has also been an excellent response to the Foodbank appeal.

There was a vote of thanks for Keith Metcalfe, who is standing down as deputy churchwarden.  
It was reported that Neil Clarke has resigned as Head Server and Safeguarding Officer and  
Fr David Musson would be leaving the assistant clergy team due to ill health.

There was discussion about the theft of lead from the flat roof over the vestry that had taken place 
the previous Saturday. The insurers have suggested that we seek approval to replace this part of 
the roof with a lead substitute as it is very vulnerable to theft. After further discussion about other 
parts of the roof needing repair as reported in the Quinquennial Inspection report, the PCC voted 
unanimously to instruct the architect to seek permission to use lead-substitute in this and two 
other areas of flat roof.  

It was agreed that as the church hall floor was already showing signs of wear and tear, further 
coats of a more hard-wearing varnish need to be applied. This will take place during the summer 
and the cost will be covered by a generous donation. 

There was a great response to the call for a working party to carry out maintenance and high-level 
cleaning that will take place on Saturday 23 March.

There was much discussion on financial matters including the QI report. 

The main works requiring attention within 12 months are:
n Repairs to various parts of the roof 
n External decoration to metalwork of windows 
n Replace Sanctus Bell enclosure and supports 
n Work on the electrical installation to bring it up to current standards 
n Assess floodlight fitments and operation 
n Attend to leak on WC pipe to the rear of the vestries 

Some work is already in progress, but the work could cost in excess of £50,000 and the PCC will 
need to seek grants and donations.

Work required within the quinquennium are:
n Brickwork repointing from the west wall to the Nave
n Repair asphalt roof of the flower room
n Remake metal casement to clerestory windows
n Replace rooflight over service vestry
n Work required on chapel south windows
n Repairs to some window stonework

The total cost of this work could be in excess of £120,000.
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Marjorie Patricia Richmond known to most of us 
as Pat was born in Swansea south Wales in 1927. 
Her grandfather Richmond owned a stationers 
shop in Llandudno in north Wales but Montague 
her father was born in Stockwell London. He 
became a travelling bookseller and joined the 
Royal Sussex Regiment and fought in Afghanistan 
he was later seconded to the Ghurkas and won 
several medals during the many conflicts. Her 
grandfather Campion was a farmer in Kinslingbury, 
Northamptonshire, his wife Mary was born 
in Lewes, East Sussex. Pat’s mother Norah 
Campion, was born in Kinslinbury. 

Monty and Norah married in 1922 and their first 
daughter was Barbara, the second Marjorie and 
the third Ann. They moved to Greenford then 
a leafy suburb now part of the metropolis. All 
the family were involved with the British Legion, 
Monty and the girls poppy selling each November 
and standard bearing at national functions. Pat 
became a staunch member of Holy Cross church 
and went to the local church school on leaving 
school pat trained as a hairdresser. Working in 
Tottenham Court Road and traveling daily into 
town during the blitz was a horrible experience. 

She then was offered a job in Hitchen, 
Hertfordshire as a housekeeper for the vicar and 
his family. This is where she learned to keep 
house, cook and to be an impressive hostess. She 
loved entertaining guests. However, nursing called 
and she returned to our local hospital in Ealing to 
train as a nurse and became an SRN.  She joined 
the local church (also called St Saviour’s) and at 
the youth club she met Michael. This club was for 
18 to 30s and we enjoyed social time, cycle rides 
concerts and holidays. Eventually most members 
married another member. Michael came down 
from Oxford and my future husband came from 
Wiltshire having served in the Fleet Air Arm and 
he and Michael became friends.  They both had 
unsatisfactory digs – Michael was at the clergy 
house where the housekeeper (a dragon called 
‘Happy’ Knights) reigned and Harold stayed in 
a guest house where the treat on Sunday was a 

boiled egg for breakfast – he was very fortunate to 
move in to the Richmond house. Monty was away 
a great deal and Pat was often on night duty, so 
Norah and Ann were glad to have his company, 
except when by mistake he took from the airing 
cupboard Mrs Richmond’s vest and wore it – he 
never lived this down. 

Harold and I were married in August 1953 and 
Michael and Pat were married 2 weeks later at the 
same church. They moved into a flat in Greenford 
for a while and then moved to Arlington Road, 
Eastbourne where we all enjoyed many holidays. 

Pat and I also had visits to Rome. Oberammagau, 
Florence and Venice with our church group. These 
holidays were, to say the least, an adventure.  In 
Venice Pat lost her shoe in the canal and had to 
hop back to the hotel. We found a shoe shop, 
but Pat refused the first day to buy a pair of 
shoes saying she only needed one. The next day 
we went back sheepishly and bought a pair.  In 
Florence she threw her suitcase on the bed and 
broke the bed leg.  In Oberammagau she sneezed 
all through the passion play and was asked to 
leave. In Rome we stayed with the Swedish sisters 
who just happened to have a group of Swedish 
bishops staying with them.  Pat decided to have 
a quiet day staying in the convent garden, but a 
Bishop asked her to go out with him to see the 
sights.  When she returned at 8.30pm we had 
already called the police. Where she went with a 
non-english speaking bishop  when she did not 
speak Swedish we shall never know now. 

The last holiday was a short cruise on the QE2.  
When Pat packed all her clothes into the case 
being collected at 5.30am at 6am I awoke to a 
voice saying I have no clothes to wear.  She did 
have her nightdress which was floor length and 
she went to breakfast in the dining room in her 
nightie. Only Pat could carry this off.  

Dear Pat you were a great friend for so many years 
and I shall miss you. May you rest now in peace. 

A Eulogy for  
Pat James
by Barbara Gibbs
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Upfields Complete Bathrooms Ltd
73-75 South Street,  
Eastbourne
BN21 4LR

T  01323 640252
F 01323 728086
E upfields@onyxnet.co.uk

www.upfieldskitchensandbathrooms.co.uk

For All your  
Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Plumbing and Heating 
Requirements 
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Eastbourne’s newest and finest florist.  And now together with a wonderful coffee shop & tea room.  
This unique and beautiful shop serves probably the best flowers and the best beverages in town.

Stunning Quality Floristry for  
Weddings, Funerals and Corporate Events  
with exclusive Workshops and Courses – 
and the freshest flowers anywhere!

Extraordinary value,  
Delivery to any UK address  
– inc FREE local, same day delivery.

www.thebloomfactory.co.uk
87 Seaside Road, Eastbourne BN21 3PL
hello@thebloomfactory.co.uk / 01323 302302
facebook.com/thebloomfactoryuk

Bud – Bean – Bake

#LoveFlowers    #LoveCoffee   #LoveEastbourne

THE BLO OM FACTORY
FLORIST CAFÉ



19

How do I Nominate Someone?
Parish clergy are invited to nominate a person from heir parish who fulfils the criterion of 
‘exceptional service’. The nomination is made using a specially designed nomination form which is 
available on the Diocesan website. The form will ask for a rationale for why the person has been 
nominated for ‘exceptional service’. The clergy nomination should also be supported by two lay 
sponsors who will also complete a nomination form. To avoid disappointment nominations must 
be kept strictly confidential. The closure date for nomination is 31 May 2019.

What is the Process for Selecting Nominees? The completed forms will be sent as email 
attachments to the Bishop’s Chaplain. They will then be sent to the Archdeacons for any 
comments they may have. The forms together with any Archidiaconal comments are sent to the 
Nominations’ Panel (6 people in all chaired by Sara Stonor with the Bishop’s Chaplain as secretary 
to the Panel) which whittles the nominations down to 40 (10 per Archdeaconry). The Panel 
recommends nominees which go to the Bishop for approval. 

The Bishop writes to the nominees informing them of their nomination, inviting them to receive 
the award and giving them details of the award ceremony. The nominees may at this stage 
decide not to receive the award. An announcement of those receiving the Order of St Richard 
will be made on 1 September 2019. Any nominations which didn’t make the final 40 and which 
may be worthy of consideration for next year will be retained by the Nominations’ Panel for 
reconsideration in the following year.

The Order of 

 St Richard  

has been  

initiated by  

Bishop Martin
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Mea culpa! Mea culpa!  Mea maxima culpa!!!  
So there are no Alleluias in Lent… Or are there? 

We have seen the start of Lent and we had a 
quiet, very prayerful mass on Ash Wednesday. 
For me this always signals the start of a period of 
blind panic as we look towards all the masses of 
commemoration and celebration on the run up to 
Easter.  I have always been very impressed by the 
commitment shown by the choir at this time; there 
is so much work in terms of preparation for this 
season.  More of this next time.

March has been an interesting month, for me and 
a lot of my musical friends it has been a very sad 
time as we were faced with saying goodbye to our 
Shirley.  That said, anyone who was there could 
not have failed to be moved by the service of 
celebration that was held for her.  For me it was a 
great privilege to be involved in the preparations 
and the planning: it’s at times like these that an 
organist can actually be of use, which is more than 
can usually be said for the rest of the time.

As far as I was concerned there were many 
highlights, the expanded choir, Michael’s 
courageous and very moving tribute and the great 
number in the congregation to name but a few.  
But for me, to hear St Saviour’s sing in that way 
was just sensational.  The start of that first hymn 
moved me to tears and will live with me for a long 
time.

It was a wonderful occasion and a fitting farewell 
to a very special lady!

There had been a long-standing commitment by 
the Renaissance Singers to perform a concert of 
Lenten music.  We are all determined to maintain 
Shirley’s legacy and everyone was determined to 
deliver on that commitment.  I have to thank them 
all for encouraging me to lead them through it, 
they are a great bunch and incredibly supportive.  
I think they did a fantastic job.

When I write next time,  Easter will have been 
and gone.  No doubt, as usual, I will have lots to 
say.  But hopefully I won’t need to apologise for 
another errant ALLELUIA!!
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HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS?
Can you imagine not being able to pick up 
the newspaper or a magazine and dip into it, 
to find out what is happening in eastbourne 
and the surrounding area or to hear about 
interesting people and places in Sussex or 
what is on at the local theatres?  Many people 
feel very isolated and cut off when their sight 
begins to fail or who have been visually-
impaired for many years.

Eastbourne Talking Newspaper provides a free 
service to bring recorded news and items of 
interest to the visually-impaired.  Each week 
a recording of a selection of articles from the 
Eastbourne Herald is sent out to about 100 
listeners and similarly a recording of a selection 
of articles from the national weekend papers is 
also sent out.  Once a month listeners receive a 
recording of articles from magazines with a local 
perspective or which provide an insight into the 
wider world.  Sometimes there will be an interview 
with a local person with a story to tell or who has 
an interesting job such as the coxswain of the 
lifeboat, the Mayor or one of the stars of the local 
pantomime.

The registered charity, which is based in the Old 
Town, has been providing this service to local 
visually-impaired people since 1978.  Originally 
the recordings were made onto cassette tapes 
but in more recent years the recordings are 
made digitally and sent out on memory sticks.  
If required listeners can be provided with a 
‘boombox’ (a portable player).

There are about 50 Volunteers who regularly 
come into the studio to help make the recordings.  
There are six teams who record the local paper, 
six teams who record the weekend papers and 
one team which records the monthly magazine.  
Each team consists of a Recorder who sits at the 
computer and presses all the (hopefully correct) 
buttons and three Readers who take it in turns to 
read.  The Editor (usually that week’s Recorder) 
will have selected topical articles.  Often one has 
to read at sight (i.e. there is no time to glance 
through articles before reading them).  Much 
amusement can be caused when a difficult 
name or badly constructed sentence trips up 
the Reader. A quick click back on the computer 
to a suitable point of the sentence and we’re off 

again.  On local recordings useful information is 
provided such as lighting up times, roadworks 
or pavements being repaired which may alter or 
delay buses or cause obstructions to visually-
impaired people.  Mention is also made of what’s 
on at the theatres, particularly where Audio 
Description is provided.

Each recording lasts about an hour and the memory 
sticks are copied and sent out in wallets by the 
part-time Administrator – the charity’s only employee.  
Royal Mail has a scheme under which ‘Articles for 
the Blind’ are sent first-class and free of charge.  The 
return of the wallets is also free of charge.  

It is always good to hear feedback from the 
listeners, both compliments and constructive 
criticism, and one comment was particularly 
memorable.  The listener said that she often found 
herself at family gatherings but had no idea what 
the family was talking about.  ‘Now I tell them 
things they didn’t know’, she said. 

For more information or to request an application 
form please contact  
Eastbourne Talking Newspaper, Old Parsonage 
Barn, Ocklynge Road, Eastbourne BN21 1PL  
Tel:  01323 727273.   
Email:  info@eastbournetna.org.uk.
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Hello Darlings
Not only are we in Lent but the weather can’t 
decide whether to head towards Spring or 
retreat to the dreariness of Winter.

As I write this we have gone through the ritual of 
changing our clocks to reflect Summer Time. How 
much longer we have to go through this nonsense 
is anyone’s guess. I find the cooker is the most 
troublesome to change as I can never remember 
which buttons to press. This year has been 
particularly difficult. Last month I told you that 
one of my friends from school days Christine was 
visiting from France . Well she decided my cooker 
front panel needed a deep clean - bless her - so 
she scrubbed away while I enjoyed a tipple in the 
sitting room. I now have a cooker that gleams but 
is totally devoid of any dial markings so one does 
not know what temperature the ovens are at or 
which knob controls which hob. So tiresome.  
It also does not tell me the clock reset buttons.

No news on my old friends from the far West 
so far. The Housing Market has gone flat so no 
movement on viewings. Consequently Eastbourne 
will have to wait longer for the arrival of two new 
residents. I’m going to visit them before Holy 
Week .

The Congress Theatre has finally reopened after 
heaven knows how many years of closure. The 
council are crowing about it having been restored 
to its former glory. Nothing glorious about it. 
A dreary flat roofed building of its era with no 
architectural merit as far as I’m concerned. 
Chichester theatre beats it hands down and its 
refurbishment wins hands down.

I assume they employed the same contractors 
employed on the transformation of Eastbourne 
town centre into a third world disaster site – a 
dreary windswept piazza outside presumably to 
cater for the smokers in the audience.

Moving on - have you noticed the improvement in 
the Interior lighting of the side aisles of the church. 
Before anyone kicks off about wasting money it 

was paid for by two parishioners as is the exterior 
lighting.

The two candles used on the Nave Altar have 
been changed to oil filled again paid for by a 
parishioner. We want to eventually change the 
Acolytes candles which will stop wax dropping 
on to the carpet and the need for a hot iron 
and brown paper to remove it.  Also the six 
Pugin Candles we have on the High Altar. So 
all donations welcome. It will save the church a 
fortune in candles over a year.

What a lovely service for Shirley Barrell.  Just 
under 500 packed in to the church for a very 
moving celebration. Abba made a fitting 
conclusion. Amazing how many peoples lives had 
been touched by Shirley. I was having a shampoo 
and set in Langley a few days before and my 
stylist said she was attending as Shirley had 
taught her as a child.

Father John had wanted ‘see you later Alligator’ 
at his service.  He got ‘When the Saints go 
Marching In’,as I think even Paul C couldn’t find 
a transcription for Organ. I can’t decide between 
‘hey big spender’ or ‘diamonds are a girls best 
friend’ or even ‘ I’m just a girl who can’t say no’  
as a tribute to my best friend – Gin.

The North aisle, choir vestry and entrance to the 
church are all gleaming after the working party last 
week. Lots of other stuff that our regular, hard-
working cleaners are unable to tackle was also 
done. I hope it becomes a regular feature!

Robert Milnes has given a farewell performance 
in church with a recital of Mozart on the former 
Underground Theatre piano. Robert was 
instrumental in bringing their recital series to 
the church on Sunday afternoons following the 
closure of the theatre and very popular they are 
helping our finances as well.

Nice to see a full coach going to Chichester for 
the Chrism Mass and I think we have managed 
the same for the Ordination of Tom Crowley in  
13 weeks time.

Easter will soon be upon us. Let’s see a full church 
and well attended Holy Week services and give  
Fr Mark our full support. Happy Easter to you all 
my dears

Kitty x
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Dates for your Diary April 2019
Mon  1 10.30am Mass  Monday of the 4th Week of Lent  
Tues 2 12 noon Mass  Tuesday of the 4th Week of Lent  
Wed 3 10.30am Mass  Wednesday of the 4th Week of Lent  CBS 
Thur 4 10.30am Mass  Thursday of the 4th Week of Lent  
Fri 5 12 noon Mass  Friday of the 4th Week of Lent  followed by Stations of the Cross
Sat 6 09.00am Mass  Saturday of the 4th Week of Lent  
Sun 7 5th Sunday of Lent  08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  8 10.30am Mass  Monday of the 5th Week of Lent  
Tues 9 12 noon Mass  Tuesday of the 5th Week of Lent 
Wed 10 10.30am Mass  Wednesday of the 5th Week of Lent  
Thur 11 10.30am Mass  Thursday of the 5th Week of Lent  
Fri 12 12 noon Mass  Friday of the 5th Week of Lent  followed by Stations of the Cross
Sat 13 09.00am Mass   Saturday of the 5th Week of Lent  
Sun 14 PALM SUNDAY 08.00am Mass with Blessing of Palms  
                  10.30am Blessing of Palms, Procession and Solemn Mass  
Mon  15 10.30am Mass  Monday of Holy Week          7.30pm Mass      
Tues 16 12 noon  Mass  Tuesday of Holy Week         7.30pm Mass  
Wed 17 10.30am Mass  Wednesday of Holy Week    7.30pm Mass  
Thur  18   MAUNDY THURSDAY 8.00pm   Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
                    Washing of Feet, Procession to the Altar of Repose and Watch until Midnight
Fri 19   GOOD FRIDAY  10.00am Stations of the Cross   2pm Liturgy of the Day            
Sat 20  HOLY SATURDAY  7.30pm  The Paschal Vigil and First Mass of easter   
Sun 21  eASTeR SUNDAY 08.00am Mass  10.30am Procession and Solemn Mass  
Mon  22  10.30am Mass Easter Monday  
Tues 23 12 noon Mass  Easter Tuesday  Walsingham Cell  
Wed 24 10.30am Mass  Easter Wednesday  
Thur 25 10.30am Mass  Easter Thursday  
Fri  26  12 noon Mass  Easter Friday  
Sat 27  09.00am Mass  Easter Saturday  
Sun 28  2nd Sunday of easter 08.00am Mass   10.30am Solemn Mass 
Mon  29  10.30am Mass  S Catherine of Sienna V. Dr.  
Tues 30 12 noon Mass  S George M. 
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THe DIReCTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Vicar Fr Mark McAulay SSC 01323 722317 
 The Vicarage  Spencer Road  Eastbourne  BN21 4PA  

Hon Associate Clergy Fr Paul Christian SSC 460905  
 Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
 Fr Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Fr Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 

 
Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061

Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Mrs Rosemarie Emery 431283

Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577

Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410

Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 351014 

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Head Server Vacant 
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Church Hall Manager Mrs Heather Neilsen-Bonini 07876 288794
Safeguarding Officer Vacant  
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Events Co-ordinator Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Cleaning / Flower Arranging  Mrs Rita Orchard   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean, Mrs Lynette Newman 
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam   525058 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  485399
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 381796
Guild of All Souls  Vacant 
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Churches Together  Vacant  
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283 


