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Church Services
Sundays  
  8.00  Low Mass
10.30  High Mass and Sermon  
 followed by refreshments  
 in the Church Hall. 

Weekdays 
Mon, Wed, Thurs 10.30am 
Tues and Fri 12noon 
Sat 9.00am
 
Major Weekday Festivals 
Said Mass as above, Sung Mass: 7.30pm
unless otherwise indicated on notice boards. 

The Clergy are happy to bring the Sacrament to 
the housebound or sick at any hour of the day or 
night. The Holy Oil is available for those who wish 
to be anointed. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions by appointment. 

Hospital visits
Our Parish Contact for local hospitals, 
Mr Richard Elliott (872168), will visit and give  
communion to those in hospital. 

Other Services provided by the church
For Baptisms, Banns of Marriage, Weddings  
and Funerals please contact the Churchwardens. 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/St-Saviours-Eastbourne

Website
stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk is the church 
website and is managed by Paul Fella to 
whom matter for the site should be sent via 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com.

The church is open from 8.30am each day and  
a team of volunteers is available to answer  
questions etc from 10am most days. 

The Book Shop/Souvenir Stall is also open while 
there is a volunteer on duty.

St Saviour’s Church
South Street  Eastbourne  East Sussex BN21 4UT
Telephone: 01323 729702
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The Parish Magazine is published on the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Production: Paul Fella
 
Matter for publication should be submitted to 
stsaviourseastbourne@gmail.com

Copy deadline is 20th of the month and 
articles should be no longer than 750 words. 
News items or reports should be factual 
and no longer than 250 words. Articles are 
copyright to the author and may not be 
reproduced in any form without the written 
permission of the author or Editor. The 
Editor’s decision is final regarding content. 

Disclaimers:  The Editor does not necessarily 
agree with all of the views expressed in this 
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and its representatives do not endorse or 
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Cover image: Mosaic of St Valentine in the Church 
of the Dormition, Jerusalem.
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As you may have noticed it is nearly Lent!
This holy season begins with Ash Wednesday 
on 14th February with Mass and Ashing in the 
morning and evening.

On Thursday 15th February at 2pm we shall begin 
our Lent Course in the hall. There will be five 
sessions lasting about 11/4 hours with tea  
to follow.

The Church has designated 2018 as a year  
of prayer.

It seems appropriate then that we should focus 
on prayer as the subject of our course. Now some 
might think that they already know about prayer 
from kneeling in church on Sundays. That is a very 
good start, but as we shall hear from our speakers, 
prayer takes in all the senses and occupies the 
heart and mind too. And there is so much more. 
Why do we pray and who for? Where and how do 
we pray? When should we pray?

There are many different and helpful ways to pray, 
from a quick ‘arrow’ prayer said in the street to a 
thirty day Ignatian Retreat. I am too scared to do 
the latter, but I know that in between and at the 
edges there is always something new to learn that 
will touch and influence the way we pray and in so 
doing be drawn nearer to God and with each other.

Roger Ellis and I very much look forward to seeing 
you on Thursdays during this wonderful gift from 
God we call LENT.  Bring a Bible.
 

The Year of Prayer 2018

‘Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 
circumstances...’ (1 Thessalonians 5. 16-18)
St. Paul demands a lot of us in this sentence. 
Rejoicing is always a challenge, especially in the 
British winter, and giving thanks is not easy on 
those days when the bus driver drops you off 
beside a puddle, but a holy monk told me once 
that the middle of this sentence, ‘pray constantly’ 
is the hardest call and the most influential 
sentence in all Christendom.

You probably will not get Mandy Rice Davies 
quoted a lot in a priest’s pastoral letter, however 
I suspect that my monk friend ‘would say that 
wouldn’t he...’ He had devoted his whole life to 
prayer! He spent every effort to ‘pray constantly’, 
whilst I thought half an hour a day was good.
Praying to God is central to our Faith. Indeed, 
it is one of the things practiced by all the great 
Faiths of the world. Prayer includes Intercession, 
contemplation, communication, meditation, self 
examination, reflection, supplication and even 
‘mindfulness’.

There are aids to prayer.  A paragraph or even a 
sentence from the Bible can be enough to reflect 
on and a good guide to prayer from a great 
spiritual writer is also useful. Some of the best 
of these books were written in medieval times, 
as with Julian of Norwich’s ‘Revelation of Divine 
Love’, but there are plenty of books written about 
prayer today which are also useful.

LENT LENT LENT LENT LENT LENT 
LENT LENT LENT !!!!
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Clergy and others pray with set prayers as with 
Morning prayer and Evensong or Vespers. These 
are very useful as they include Bible readings, the 
daily Psalms and words of praise ad reflection. We 
could also use the Rosary or a Prayer Rope to aid 
in the ‘Jesus Prayer’.

We pray in many ways physically too, from the 
aforementioned kneeling (if you can!) to sitting on 
a three legged stall, as one of the earliest images 
of Christian prayer shows. We could also just sit 
on the sofa. We might use our hands by raising 
them as the priest does at the Eucharist or we 
could join them in the traditional form by clasping 
them together.

Many find music is a great aid to prayer as is 
poetry. Some even dance, well King David did, but 
I think I will leave that one to others. Mind, I know 
someone who feels that dance is the most freeing 
praying action there is.

Icons can be a great visual aid to prayer. Even 
lighting a scented candle or incense. I know 
someone who bored holes into a pineapple tin, 
put a bit of string on it, lit coals inside, poured on 
some incense and used it as a thurible. He said it 
created a wonderful atmosphere in his room, until 
the fire alarm went off.

As we can see, there are many dimensions to 
prayer. I have not even mentioned the important 
questions as to why we pray. There is indeed so 
much to learn.

This letter is a small taster then for the Lent 
Course. I promise you that if you come on 
Thursdays during Lent you will know more 
about prayer and more importantly it will make a 
difference in the prayer life of us as individuals and 
as a Church, here at St. Saviour’s and beyond us 
in this Year of Prayer 2018.
Thanks

Fr Nick MacNeil

Lent Lunches 
Lent Lunches this year will take place on  
Friday 23 February and Friday 9 March at 12.45pm.
The cost of the lunches will be £10.00 as last year and  
ALL of the proceeds will go to Family Support Work  
and Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice (50/50). 

Church Office gets a ‘make over‘
It was long overdue, but early in January, the church office was set upon by a half dozen 
volunteers – most of whom were users of the office space.  All the furniture was removed, the old 
notice boards taken down (just as well as they had wood worm), the floor hoovered and the walls 
and sills dusted.  It was a great opportunity for a much needed clear-out.

New desking, along with a new and rather large notice board and shelving (all of which had been 
donated) were then fitted in a new layout. And as they were still in good working order, the filing cabinets 
were kept, but moved around and the photocopier re-sited.

The new desking gives the office extra work surfaces and makes it a better organised working 
environment.  Hopefully it will make the day-to-day administrative tasks, the work of the Churchwardens 
easier and the production of literature by our volunteers a more streamlined and less stressful process.
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If you are interested in 
joining our Walsingham Cell 
please contact Mary Delves 
on 735410

A lamp burns for  
this church in the 
Shrine of Our Lady  
of Walsingham

The winners of the November 
2017 100’s Club draw were:
1st prize  £40  52 Tony Barnett
2nd prize  £20    68 Elizabeth Hadfield
3rd prize £10 95 Margaret Moore

The winners of the December 
2017 100’s Club draw were:
1st prize  £40  100 Ruby Passingham
2nd prize  £20    54 Victor Chandler
3rd prize £10 51 Tony Barnett

We are now entering our twelfth year. 
The cost remains the same at £2 per month 
(£24 for the year). Currently prizes remain at 
£40, £20 and £10 respectively, however if the 
level falls so will the prize money, but if we 
achieve 100 members the prize money will 
rise. All profit goes to the Church and Church 
Room.  Please see Steve Gilbert (10323 
469078) for details.  The Scheme is open to 
all, so anyone is welcome to take part.
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Bishop Martin Warner was formally introduced 
at the start of business on Monday 15th January 
in the House of Lords and was supported by the 
bishops of Norwich and Chelmsford.

“I look forward to joining others from Sussex 
who serve in both houses at Westminster, and to 
sharing in the Church of England’s contribution to 
the national life through Parliament.”

The bishop has maintained a creative 
conversation with local MP’s on issues of 
importance to the County, and of course the 
diocese, and aims to continue to do so.

Bishop Martin becomes one of 26 ‘Lords 
Spiritual’, a group that includes the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, the bishops of London, 
Durham and Winchester as ex-officio members, 

and 21 diocesan bishops introduced in order of 
seniority. At a short ceremony held in the chamber 
of the House of Lords, the bishop was presented 
with his Writ of Summons from the Crown, took 
the parliamentary oath and then took his place on 
the bishops’ bench.

Like all new members, Dr Warner will make a 
maiden speech at some point in the future.

The Bishop of Chichester became 
a member of the House of Lords 
on 15th January
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40 Things to Give Up  
for Lent …and Beyond
Have you ever wondered what to give up for Lent? The 40 days of Lent 
can be quite an adventure. Each day you could make a new discovery of 
something truly worth giving up.  Some things are worth giving up not just 
for Lent, but for the rest of your life. You can give up things you eat and 
drink such as wine and chocolate. You can give up bad habits such as 
smoking. But you can give up things which will transform your life.  
You could give up things like bitterness, loneliness, envy…and more.   
40 Things to Give up for Lent is a powerful book by Phil Ressler (a recent acquisition of the library)
that can make your observance of Lent extraordinary.  Alternatively, why not just take some time 
to write down 40 things you think you could or should give up during Lent in the space below and 
reflect on them?  Here are a few examples from the book just to get you started.

1
2   Your Comfort Zone
3
4   Impatience
5
6
7
8   Blame
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 
16   Negativity
17
18
19   
20

21   Bitterness
22
23
24
25
26
27   Loneliness
28
29
30
31
32
33   Pride
34   A small view of God
35
36
37
38
39
40
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Lent is a special time of prayer, penance, 
sacrifice and good works in preparation  
of the celebration of Easter. 

In the desire to renew the liturgical practices of the 
Church, The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of 
Vatican Council II stated, “The two elements which 
are especially characteristic of Lent — the recalling 
of baptism or the preparation for it, and penance — 
should be given greater emphasis in the liturgy and 
in liturgical catechesis. It is by means of them that 
the Church prepares the faithful for the celebration 
of Easter, while they hear God’s word more 
frequently and devote more time to prayer”. The 
word Lent itself is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
word lencten, meaning ‘Spring,’ and lenctentid, 
which literally means not only ‘Springtide’ but also 
was the word for ‘March,’ the month in which the 
majority of Lent falls. 

Lent, like all Christian holy days and holidays, 
has changed over the years, but its purpose 
has always been the same: self-examination 
and penitence, demonstrated by self-denial, in 
preparation for Easter. Early church father Irenaus 
of Lyons (c.130AD-c.200AD) wrote of such a 
season in the earliest days of the church, but 
then it lasted only two or three days, not the 
40 observed today.

In 325AD, the Council of Nicea discussed a 
40-day Lenten season of fasting, but it’s unclear 
whether or not its original intent was just for new 
Christians preparing for Baptism.  However, it soon 
encompassed the whole Church. How exactly the 
churches counted those 40 days varied depending 
on location. In the eastern churches, one only 
fasted on weekdays. The western church’s Lent 
was one week shorter, but included Saturdays. But 
in both places, the observance was both strict and 
serious. Only one meal was taken a day – near the 
evening. There was to be no meat, fish, or animal 
products eaten either.

Until the 600s, Lent began on Quadragesima 
(Fortieth) Sunday, but Pope Gregory the Great  
(c.540-604AD) moved it to the Wednesday, we 

now call Ash Wednesday, in order to secure the 
exact number of 40 days in Lent—not counting 
Sundays, which were feast days. 

Gregory, who is regarded as the father of 
the medieval papacy, is also credited with 
the ceremony that gives Ash Wednesday its 
name.  As Christians came to the church for 
forgiveness, Gregory marked their foreheads with 
ashes reminding them of the biblical symbol of 
repentance (sackcloth and ashes) and mortality: 
‘You are dust, and to dust you will return’  
(Genesis 3:19).

By the 800s, some Lenten practices were already 
becoming more relaxed. Firstly, Christians 
were allowed to eat after 3pm. By the 1400s, 
it was noon. Various foods (like fish) were later 
allowed and dispensations were given for eating 
dairy products if a pious work was performed. 
Eventually this rule was relaxed totally. However, 
the abstinence from even dairy products led 
to the practice of blessing Easter eggs and 
eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday (the day 
before Ash Wednesday) and in 1966 the Roman 
Catholic church only restricted fast days to Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. 

People are still encouraged ‘to give up something’ 
for Lent as a sacrifice. (An interesting note is that 
technically on Sundays and solemnities like  
St Joseph’s Day (March 19) and the Annunciation 
(March 25), one is exempt and can partake of 
whatever has been offered up for Lent.

Nevertheless, It was always taught that, ‘If you 
gave something up for the Lord, you should 
tough it out. Don’t act like a Pharisee looking 
for a loophole.’ Moreover, an emphasis should 
be placed on performing spiritual works, like 
attending the Stations of the Cross, and taking 
time for personal prayer and spiritual reading. 

Although practices may have evolved over the 
centuries, the focus remains the same: to repent 
of sin, to renew one’s faith and to prepare to 
celebrate joyfully the mysteries of our salvation.

What is Lent 
and where did it 
come from?
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The Patron Saint of Beekeepers
Bees symbolize love and beekeepers symbolize 
the protection of marriage and family.  By 
managing their hives and caring for their bees, 
beekeepers ensure that their bee colonies 
flourish. Keeping bees is a special calling.   
It requires scientific know-how, but also 
requires a kind and gentle heart.  To protect 
these protectors of bees, St Valentine was 
made the patron saint of Beekeepers in 496A.D.

St. Valentine lived in the third century, when the 
Roman Empire was still flourishing.  Legends say 
the Roman Emperor banned marriages because 
he thought single men made better soldiers. 
Valentine was found guilty of secretly marrying 
couples.  

While in jail, awaiting his execution, he began to 
convert his jailers to Christianity.  To prove his 
faith, the head-jailer asked Valentine to heal his 
blind daughter, which Valentine did by praying 
with his hands over her eyes.  After his execution, 
a letter was found in his cell, addressed to the 
jailers daughter – it was signed ‘your Valentine’.

St Valentine is believed by many to aid those 
who call on his intercession to help ensure the 
sweetness of the season’s honey and provide 
special protection to those who keep bees.  
His feast day, as we know, is February 14, which 
is the day he was executed.



12

Evangelicals like to think their beliefs boost 
numbers. But really it’s because they take 
growth seriously – a lesson liberals could learn

One of the most persistent myths about 
contemporary Christianity is that only evangelical 
churches grow while liberal Christianity is doomed 
because it’s too wishy-washy. This is believed with 
pleasure by evangelicals, with despair by ageing 
liberals, and without thought by the chattering 
classes. As you’d expect, it’s nonsense, and we 
have just had more proof.
Advertisement

To judge from the spin on the Church of England’s 
most recent report, everything is completely 
marvellous: churches all over the country are 
growing, especially congregations outside 
traditional church buildings. Nearly one in five of 
the congregations surveyed had grown in the 10-
year period covered. On the other hand, a rather 
larger proportion – a bit more than one in four – 
had declined, while most had stayed steady.

This comes from a conference on Church Growth 
(as the Church of England calls the field of church 
decline) to consider the latest and most accurate 
statistics on the matter.

The demographics of the church of England 
mean that even staying still is a recipe for future 
catastrophe: the average age of congregations is 
now 62, and only one child in 10 is now baptised 
an Anglican. It also emerged from this conference 
that very nearly half the congregations in England 
have fewer than five members under 16.

So which churches are growing? The surveys, 
conducted by Prof David Voas, asked the clergy 
to rank themselves as evangelical, conservative 
and charismatic, compared to being Catholic, 
liberal and, well, non-charismatic. At first sight 
the results suggested a slight bias in the direction 
of conventional wisdom, in that evangelicals, 
conservatives and charismatics were slightly more 
likely to have growing churches.

But as soon as this result was checked against 
other factors, such as age, time in the job, and 
leadership styles, the correlation disappeared. 
Other things being equal, theological style and 

belief make no difference at all. What’s needed to 
make churches grow is that they should want to, 
and that the congregation should take the task 
seriously.

The only exception to this rule is among the 
fastest growing congregations of all – the 
cathedrals. But there the growth is almost 
all in midweek, and almost all for the grand 
and aesthetically satisfying services of choral 
evensong. They are in fact a wonderful resource 
for lovers of Radio 3. That’s fine. All kinds of 
churches can meet the needs of all kinds of 
people, and in the future will.

Equally, the only certain way to make a church fail 
is to follow the policy of almost all the rural parts 
of the C of E in the past 20 years of decline, and 
give one vicar more and more parishes to look 
after. It is absolutely clear from these figures, as 
well as from anecdotal evidence, that this will 
ensure disaster.

But suppose the churches did take seriously 
their need to recruit young people? Where would 
they find them? The obvious answer is in church 
schools, as well as among the grandchildren of 
the present congregations. If that happens, it 
would be good to remember that here, too, what 
matters are small pragmatic things and not high 
principles.

Andrew Brown, 
© The Guardian 2014

Church growth – it’s not about the theology

Distribution of Attendees in CoE Churches
This graph shows the distribution of attendees in 
terms of whether the parish they are attending is 
growing, stable or declining.
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Courses at Ellel/Glyndley Manor
2-4th February  
Growing in Discernment
2-4th February  
Given Away - healing for those fostered  
or adopted
7th February  
Free Teaching Day: God’s Antidote to Worry
10th February 
Free Taster Day
16-18th February  
Getting Behind the Mask
23-25th February  
The Truth about Relationships
2-4th March  
Freedom from Ungodly Control
2-4th March  
Preparation for Marriage
9-11th March  
The Big Picture
12th March  
Healing Service: 7.30pm, Open Meeting

Taize at the 
Bruderhof
9 to 11 March 
A weekend meeting of young adults  
18-25. A Taize weekend hosted by  
Darvell Bruderhof in Robertsbridge with 
Taize style worship and participation in 
the daily rhythm of an intentional Christian 
community. Register at: https://register.
taize.fr/loadRegistration.xhtml

February Programme for CTE

A Guide to the 
Interior of  
St Saviour’s
On Sale Now
Price £2.00
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I stayed for two years at Worcester, but I 
missed the ‘driving seat’ in the school and 
so I applied for and got the post as head at 
Brickwall School, Northiam, Sussex. 

It was housed in a Tudor black and white building, 
and was, in general, very unsuitable for a school. 
Many such schools are the same. It did have a 
new, separate annex where the classrooms and 
lab were sited. The school specialised in teaching 
dyslexic pupils, so my first task was to become 
qualified in that field. I enrolled at the University of 
Bangor, North Wales and went on a year’s course. 
It was largely distance learning of course, but I 
had to be there for about eight weekends in the 
year. It was a nightmare journey; first to London, 
then across to get the N. Wales train - this on a 
Friday evening with all the weekend travellers. 
We did the weekend’s course and then back to 
Sussex on the Sunday, arriving after midnight. 
So, I became qualified to teach dyslexic pupils. 
The numbers were dropping in the school, and 
so I embarked on a tour of all the authorities who 
sent us pupils. That meant travel to Lancashire, 
East Anglia, many of the London Boroughs, 
Hertfordshire, Hampshire, Kent and a lot more 
as well. I set up a package deal and gave details 
of all we offered. Of course, the fees had to go 
up to cover all that. It worked and the numbers 
rose. I soon decided that the name was not really 
very suitable for a special school. A number of 
prospective pupils already felt as though they 
were faced with a ‘brick wall’ in their education. 
We decided to call it Frewen College, after the 
family who had owned the property for hundreds 
of years. In fact, when I had the interview I was 
resident in the Frewen Ward Room Mess at HMS 
Collingwood on an RN staff course and had to 
get leave to attend. On the interviewing panel was 
Lady Frewen, widow of the Admiral who was the 
last family owner! A great coincidence, but it got 
me off to a good start! Who says the Royal Navy 
is not the best?

Later, we added en suite bathrooms to all the 
dormitories and modernised the accommodation 
throughout. There is a walled garden there, 
copying what was grown in Tudor times. I 

remember trying to get permission to build a 
greenhouse - in keeping with the surroundings, 
and the authorities writing to say that a garden 
was not a suitable place for a greenhouse! I think 
they meant that particular garden – I hope so!

While there I spent most Sundays doing cover in 
the Deanery of Rye. I received a Licence under 
Seal from the Bishop Eric, and was in fact the 
convenor of Deanery clergy meetings. We had a 
series of retired priests as Rural Deans, so I was 
asked to be the permanent backdrop for them. I 
went all over the Deanery on Sundays as we were 
very short of clergy. On one famous occasion, 
the Churchwarden rose to give out the notices 
but then had to admit that in a fit of absent-
mindedness she had posted the notice sheet in 
a pillar box! We did not let her forget that one. 

When the incumbent at Beckley & Peasmarsh 
fell seriously ill, I took over his two parishes but I 
could really only do one morning service as I had 
my own school service to cover. The parishes 
were good and came together for one united 
service each week. However, once the incumbent 
recovered they polarised again and would not go 
to each other’s churches!

I was seconded to the Eastbourne College Naval 
Section, but as the head’s job grew for me I could 
not be away so much and it had to stop. I was 
still on call for the RNR and did duty at the staff 
courses at Dartmouth regularly. Requests for 
clerical duties came in and so I ceased to wear 
my rank insignia and took to a dark suit or the 
‘woolly pully’ with no rank showing at all, unless at 
a Church Parade or official function when clerical 
choir dress was required. I loved all my time at 
Dartmouth but after the move from Worcester to 
Sussex, the journey to Devon was a seven hour 
nightmare in the summer – all to do a weekend’s 
duty. In the end, I had to give it up. I loved my time 
in the Navy and have really good memories of all 
the times at Dartmouth both on and off shore. The 
pub next to the main gates is always known as 
‘The Floaters’ and constituted a ‘run ashore’ when 
we went there.

Anther Random Reflection from over 
50+ years of his ministry by Fr Tony 
And so to Sussex...
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Good Luck Fr Nick  
– we wish you all 
the very best at  
St Mary’s!
Sadly we had to say goodbye to Fr Nicholas Archer at 
the beginning of January, as he could no longer serve 
as Curate at St Saviour’s.  He has now been licensed  
to St Mary’s Old Town and is under the watchful eye of 
Fr Tom Mendel SSC where he will continue to ‘learn the 
ropes’ as assistant Curate.

However he will be returning to 
us, al be it briefly, on 19th May 
2018, when Lord Bishop Martin 
Warner will come to St Saviour’s to 
preside over the Ordination into the 
Priesthood of two Curates – one of 
which will be Fr Nick.

…More wine and cake!

Signs from God…? 1                   by Diana Dean
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There’s only one thing worse than January 
and that’s February; cold, dark nights and 
mornings!! At least it’s a short month and when 
we get to the end the days are at least a little 
bit longer!! Now that I’ve cheered you up, let’s 
think about what’s going on with the music.

We’ve only just put the Christmas decorations 
away and our thoughts have already turned to the 
upcoming seasons of Lent and Easter. Although 
Christmas is really busy, people are often 
surprised to hear that the music at this time of the 
year takes just as much, if not more, planning.

This is also the time to put the church concert 
plan together. As always we have a great line up 
this year; three piano recitals, three organ recitals, 
a concert with piano and ‘cello, two song recitals 
and an Advent meditation. The series kicks off 
on 25th February with the fabulous Becky Anstey 
accompanied by the equally fabulous Colin 
Hughes. There are then two concerts during 
Lent: a programme of seasonal music by the 
Renaissance Singers on the 10th March and an 
Organ Recital of music for Holy Week given by 
Robert Munns on the 28th March. Please look 
out for details of these and all the other concerts 
in future notices and publicity. Do come!! These 
performers give up their time to provide great 
musical moments for us and these greatly 
enhance our life at St Saviour’s.

My great friend Shirley is also plotting a concert in 
April which will be a programme of choral music 
following the great British cathedral tradition. We 
are currently working on the logistics of this one. 
We really hope that we can pull it off for you but 
it will depend on choir recruitment and availability 
for rehearsals. More of this next month!

I think now is a good time to give the choir a 
mention. Each one of them works so hard. They 
turn up, rain or shine, to all the services, choir 
practices (including any extra ones) and they put 
up with me screaming and shouting at them. So a 
big thank you to them from me and all of us here. 
Once again our thoughts and prayers go out to 
David who is still struggling after his fall!

Keep warm everybody and don’t go rusty in all 
this rain!!!

Becky Anstey accompanied by Colin Hughes
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Hello everyone.
Another month gone and Christmas and  
New Year are receding fast into the past.

How did your New Years resolutions fare?  I don’t 
know why I bother. My plan to be nice to everyone 
proved a disaster.  I could do with a skin as tough 
as a rhinoceros.  Count to ten I tell myself.  Can’t 
even reach five.  Even the patience of a saint isn’t 
enough when dealing with some people.

The trouble with a monthly column is that with 
copy deadlines you either miss the event or it’s 
too early to mention.

Anyway as I write this we are approaching  
Burns Night with the usual shenanigans in the 
Church Room propelled along by Pauline Fella.  
Sadly we will be without Beverly Cochran this year 
- always a source of entertainment on Burns Night, 
but there should be lots of Scottish Dancing.

As per norm the Haggis will have been paraded 
around the room by the Chef (Paul), ceremonially 
stabbed and ‘toasted’ with a dram of whisky or a 
glass of wine.

February is now with us and with the calendar 
working against us this year (Christmas Eve 
on a Sunday) we find Valentines Day on Ash 
Wednesday and after Lent our glorious festival 
of Easter is on April Fools Day.  I wonder what 
wheeze the Priests will come up with?

Delighted to hear that Rachel has passed all her 
exams with flying colours - with distinction no 
less.  Now she will undertake practical training, 
initially I think at Ratton School.

What a wonderful Baptism on 21st last of Noah 
Koonjul.  Over 65 new faces in church.  Vin is 
no stranger to us, as he is usually sitting next 
to Isobel Nugent who missed the day owing to 
continued illness.

Noah was a good choice of name as the weather 
was atrocious and an Ark would have come in 
handy.

Baptisms are totally in vogue at the moment at  
St Saviours.  Another one on February 4th and 
another in March.

So nice to have All things Bright and Beautiful 
sung for the procession to the Font.

How about Jesus wants me for a Sunbeam or  
I’m H A P P Y, I’m H A P P Y.   
I know I am, I’m sure I am.   
I’m H A P P Y.

On that note it’s bye bye for now
Kitty

Scenes from last year’s event
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Dates for your Diary February 2018
Thurs 1 10.30am  Mass 
Fri 2 Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)     12 noon  Mass     7.30pm  High Mass 
Sat 3 09.00am  Mass     S. Blaise  Bp. M. 
Sun 4 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time     8.00am  Mass     10.30am  High Mass 
Mon 5 10.30am  Mass     S. Agatha  V. M. 
Tues 6 12 noon  Mass     S. Paul Miki and Companions  Ms. 
Wed 7 10.30am  Mass     CBS Corporate Communion 
Thurs 8 10.30am  Mass 
Fri 9 12 noon  Mass     Laying on of Hands   
Sat 10 09.00am  Mass     S. Scholastica  V. 
Sun 11 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time     8.00am  Mass     10.30am  High Mass 
Mon 12 10.30  Mass     Faithful Departed – Guild of All Souls 
Tues 13 12 noon  Mass 
Wed 14 Ash Wednesday     10.30am  Mass and Imposition of Ashes      
                                    7.30am  High Mass and Imposition of Ashes 
Thurs 15 10.30am  Mass     Thursday after Ash Wednesday      
    2.00 – 3.30pm  Lent Study Group 
Fri 16 12 noon Mass     Friday after Ash Wednesday 
Sat 17 09.00am  Mass     Saturday after Ash Wednesday 
Sun 18 First Sunday of Lent     8.00am  Mass     10.30am  High Mass
Mon 19 10.30am  Mass 
Tues  20 12 noon  Mass
Wed   21 10.30am  Mass     (S. Peter Damian  Bp. Dr.)     11.00am  Stations of the Cross 
Thurs 22 10.30am  Mass     The Chair of S. Peter  Ap. 
Fri 23 12 noon  Mass     (S. Polycarp  Bp. M.) 
Sat 24 09.00am  Mass   
Sun 25 Second Sunday of Lent     8.00am  Mass     10.30am  High Mass
Mon 26 10.30am  Mass 
Tues 27 12 noon  Mass     Walsingham Cell
Wed 28 10.30am  Mass

BVM= Blessed Virgin Mary  AP= Apostle  Bp=Bishop  Ab=Abbot/Abbess  P=Pope  Bp=Bishop 
Dr=Doctor  V.M.=Virgin Martyr  R=Religious
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THE DIRECTORY
Church Officers       Telephone
Hon Associate Clergy Rev Christopher Hadfield BA  422050 
 Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green MA, Cert Ed 381796 
 Rev Nick MacNeill, BTh 485399 
 Rev John Wright BSc Cert Ed 723584 
 Rev Dr David Musson M Phil 723345 
  Canon Robert Fayers SSC 07706 067496 
  
Churchwardens  Mrs Pauline Fella 01323 656346 
 Mr John Vernon 412061 
Deputy Churchwardens Mr Keith Metcalfe 645145 
 Miss Jacqueline Mulholland 638269 

Secretary PCC Mrs Judy Grundy  720577
Treasurer  Miss Mary Delves  735410
Planned Giving Mr Sebastian Verity 07860 283156
Chair of Finance Mr Carl Hodgkinson 01323 351014

Other Officers  
Director of Music  Mr Paul Collins  647969 
Parish Hospital Contact  Mr Richard Elliott  872168
Head Server Mr Neil Clarke 07759 940832
Chat-Stop Rev Anthony Fiddian-Green 01323 381796
Car Park Manager / 100 Club Mr Steve Gilbert  469078
Safeguarding Officer Miss Jacqueline Mulholland  638269
Electoral Role Officer Mrs Susan Metcalfe 645145
Churches Together  Mrs Beverly Cochran  434785
Deanery Synod  Miss Mary Delves, Miss Jacqueline Mulholland, Mrs Isobel Nugent
Family Support Work  Miss Jennifer Hodgkinson and Mr Robert Ascott  351014
Librarian  Mr David Thorpe  486214
Guild of All Souls  Miss Lis Trustam  504909
Mission to Seafarers Mrs Isobel Nugent  725796
Additional Curates Society Mr Roger Emery 431283
Open Church Mr Roger Ellis 649896
Our Lady of Walsingham / CBS Miss Mary Delves  735410
Church Office Answerphone    729702

Church Organisations   
Bible Reading Fellowship Miss Lis Trustam – call for details   504909 
Book Group   Rev Nick MacNeill  – call for details   485399
Church Cleaning   Mrs Rita Orchard – Tuesdays from 9am   723375
Church Grounds   Mr John Burford 724317 
 Mrs Diana Dean 
 Mrs Lynette Newman 
Events Committee Mr Paul Fella –  meets as necessary 656346
Flower Arrangers  Mrs Rita Orchard – Fridays from 9am   723375
Webmaster / Magazine / Publicity Mr Paul Fella  656346
 


